aperson talk about
prayer and the certainty
of our Father’s
response. And he said;
‘“When you pray what’s
thefirst thought that
comes to your mind?
Why wouldn’t that be
God?

I’ve asked, and |
believe he doesn't lie
but answers. Why
wouldn't that be God?
He then said the second
thought you get isthe
devil wanting you to
doubt. Notice when
Jesus was tempted the

devil’sone goa wasto (Remember that first

get Jesusto doubt his  name.) Jesus what do

Father. you want meto say or
do for this person?

What isthe Spirit (Remember that
saying to you right thought).
now? What thought has

he placed in your mind? Let’'sgo and doit,
remembering to keep
Let'stalk to Jesusright the conversation going.
now believing his We don't have a closed
promise that he will book but a dynamic
speak to usthrough the relationship to live, to
Spirit, answering usand rejoicein.
not playing games.

Jesus who do you want
me to go to this week?

- A
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From thisweek’ sE100
readings | was struck
with arecurring theme;
‘Weareinvited into a
relationship, not an
intellectual exercise'.
Paul’ s letters were
written primarily to
communities that were
in trouble and the
trouble was that they
had exchanged a
relationship for a set of
rules, for aritual.

Now there' s nothing
wrong with rules and
ritual, they can be of
great benefit to building
relationships. The
trouble was that these
rules and rituals took
over. They became the
focusand aliving,
vibrant, open and
honest rel ationship with
the Heavenly Father
faded.

Jesus gave hislife that
we might have a
dynamic relationship
lived out with the

E100

Spirit. A dynamic
relationship where
together we face each
new day’s highs and
lows. A dynamic
relationship where we
share with each other
what’s on our hearts
and minds.

So Paul wrote; “The
Spirit you received
does not make you
dlaves, so that you live
in fear again; rather the
Spirit you received
brought about your
adoption to his
children. And by him
we cry ‘Abba

Father.”” (Rom. 8:15)

In Jesus we have a
beautiful new redlity;
we are the Father's
children, and the Spirit
lives with us so that we
can sharethis
relationship, today.

What is the Father

saying to you today?
Who is the Father

putting on your heart
today? We have a
dynamic relationship,
created by Jesus so that
we can hear and
respond to what he says
through the Spirit.
What has the Spirit
placed on your heart
this week?

A dynamic relationship
needs us being involved
each day. That reminds
me of the old joke
where a couple were
celebrating their 60"
wedding anniversary
and the wife saysto her
husband; ‘Y ou never
say | loveyou'. To
which he replied;
‘When we got married |
said it. If | ever change
my mind I’ll et you
know.’

How often do we need
to hear, experience,
know that we are
loved? It’ s not
something you say and
forget. It s not the same



as a constitution which
you refer to
occasionally to work
out some procedure.
How often do you want
to know you are loved,
valued, worthwhile,
precious? Everyday!

A relationshipis
designed to be lived
each new day. That's
Jesus' passion. That's

desires of the sinful
nature. For the sinful
nature desireswhat is
contrary to the Spirit,
and the Spirit what is
contrary to the sinful
nature. They arein
conflict with each
other...” (Gal. 5:17)

Welivein aworld with
two people vying for
our affections. We have

can get whatever you
want.” ‘We need to
follow our sanctified
reasoning.’

Does anyone notice a
problem with having
ourselves a the centre
of life?

When turned in on
myself, when what |
want is the most

why he gave his
life, that we might
have aliving,
vibrant, loving
relationship, lived
out each new day.

Relationships
arefor
Living

important and only
thing, what
happens? The
simple reality of
lifeisthat | don’t
have what it takes, |

Maybe that’ s why we
pray; ‘Give us our daily
bread'. Our Daily
bread, because you
can't stockpile love,
you can only liveit out
anew each day. And
Jesus, our ‘Bread of
Life’ wantsto share
himself daily with us.
Hewantsaliving
relationship finding
expression each new
day.

But thereis a conflict.
Paul wrote; “So | say,
walk by the Spirit, and
you will not gratify the

everything that glitters
enticing usto give our
lifethere. To seek life
in all itsfullness
through our
experiences, through
our own efforts,
through what everyone
elseisdoing that looks
like fun. We are enticed
to go our own way,
believing that thisis
how we'll discover the
love we so crave. Our
sinful self lovesto hear;
‘It syour lifeyou
choose'. * Y ou know
what's best for you'.
‘With hard work you

don’'t have the
power to create thelife
| yearn for. If humanity
did the world would be
avery different place.

Jesus comes seeking to
viefor our affections,
for our trust.
Christianity is an act of
trust in God’s love for
usaswe seeit lived out
in his Son, Jesus. In
Jesus God has come to
love you. He's not
bullying you to get
what he wants. He' s not
using you to get what
he wants. No Jesus has
come giving himself

that you might be in heaven and remained whenever | try and read
loved, loved to thefull mysterious and anyone'smind | get
extent of hisbeing, no  unknown. That creates thingsinarea mess. |
strings attached. Jesus  fear. But Jesus choseto can't read God's mind,
can betrusted, he'sgot make himself known so but Jesus has sent the
no axeto grind, he's that we could sharelife Spirit so | can ask and
got no agendato be together, so that we then listen. | can let
provenright. Jesusis  could live ardationship God tell mewhat’s on
just passionate about based on hislove. his mind, what’son his
loving you, so that you heart, what his passion
might share life with So heinvitesusto pray, is. Isn’t that how

him in the Father’s not just oncein awhile relationships work; you
loving embrace. but on all occasions. ask and listen, you
don’t presume.

So Paul says; “Pray
in the Spirit on all
occasions with al
kinds of prayers
and requests.” (Eph.
6:18) In other

Jesusinvitesusinto a Thisweek I've
relationship not to study heard Jesusinviting

me to believe that
atext book the relationship he

has created isredl.
words live out this What we haveisa A red, living, vibrant,
relationship, talk to living, dynamic loving relationship
God sharingwhat’son  relationship. SoJesus ~ whichisfor living, not
your mind, how you're invites usto; Ask, Seek, studying. | don't have
feeling, what your Knock. Pursuemefor | an exam to pass, | have
soul’sdesireis. Inthe  want to be found. a person to know and
Spirit God certainly Jesus' passionistolive let know me.
wants to share with you thisrédationship, but he Wonderfully | have a
what’s on hismind, can't make metalk to  relationship tolive, for
how he'sfeeling, what him from the heart. Jesusisalive. He has
hissoul’sdesireis. He' s given me that sent the Spirit, who is
wonderful opening, speaking into my life
Jesus hasn’t cometo promising to enter that  all thetime.
giveusatext bookto  conversation from his
study, so that when he  heart.
testsuswe'll passthe

Thisweek I'd invite
you to try arelationship
exam. That's afear Which is great, because exercise. Onethat | was
model. Tocreatefear | can't read God's challenged with this
Jesus could have stayed mind. Actually week. | was listening to



