their God, they didn’'t
believe him, they ended
up doing what felt good
to themselves.

I’m sure we all know
what a poor guide that
iswhen it comesto
knowing what is right
and wrong. In Jesus we
have the wonderful
ability to make sound
judgmentsin our daily
lives. In our
relationship with Jesus
we have asolid
foundation to make our
daily choices by.

Thefina attitude that
Malachi mentionsis
that the Children of
Israel are withholding
their tithe. Thetithe
was given as agift to
keep the Children of
Israel free from slavery
to wedlth. Their
security, their identity
came from the LORD
not how much money
they had.

What happens to any
relationship where
money beginsto take
control?

Lifeisn't found in
wealth. My lifeisn't
improved when I'm a
hoarder. Because life
isn’t about money, but
about being loved and
loving others. And love
isn’t acommodity we
can buy, itispart of us
that we give away,
taking the risk of losing
ourselves for the other
person’ s benefit. That's
how Jesus daily lives.
He risks losing himself
that we might be
blessed, for our benefit.
What happensto a
relationship when we
risk losing ourselves
that the other person
might be blessed for
their benefit? Imagine
if the whole world lived
that way, what might it
look like?

So thisweek I’ ve heard
the Holy Spirit, through

Malachi, reminding me
to have five attitudes in
al my relationships.
Especialy my
relationship with God
in Jesus. These attitudes
are; to give my best,
honour others, let Jesus
determine my morality,
live by God' s right and
wrong, and be generous
inloving as| am loved
by Jesus.

Let us pray.

Jesus thank you for
being faithful to usin
all these attitudes.
Thank you that you
give your best, that you
honour us, that you
value us, that you
empower usto live
according to your will,
that you’ re always
generous. Help usto
reflect all you've give
usinall our
relationships. Help us
this week to seek love
and be loved aswe are
by you. Amen.

- A
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THE PROPHETS—MALACHI

Thisweek for the E100
readings we focused on
the writing of the
Prophets. The Prophets
were sent by the LORD
to call his peopleto
follow him. Sadly they
are often calling a
community that has
wandered off doing
their own thing. The
LORD haslittle or no
influence on their daily
lives, and is often
replaced by other ways
of living which promise
more wealth.

The last Prophet was
Malachi, and there was
agap of over 400yrs
before the next prophet,
John the Baptist.

| think that would be
one of the worst things
to happen, to have God
stop sharing hislife
with us. I’d hate to have
the Holy Spirit be silent
and no longer speak to
my soul of the amazing

E100

love, grace and mercy
that we have in Jesus.

What was the cause of
this silence, of this
broken
communication?

I’m sure the LORD was
as passionate about his
people as ever. | know
for certain that in Jesus
God is passionate about
us, about sharing his
life with us today. That
isawaysagiven,
because God islove.
He can’'t be anything
else, that's simply who
heis, and God refuses
to be anything other
than true to himself.
That's good news.

Unfortunately the
breakdownin
communication was a
result of the Children of
Israel not listening.
They looked around for
abetter deal, for an
easier way, one that
didn’t cost them

everything and
provided them with
greater wealth and
luxury, away that left
them in control.

In Malachi we have
five areas mentioned
where this relationship
between the LORD and
his people breaks down.
Thesefive areas don’'t
only apply to our
relationship with God,
but are reflected in all
our relationships and
how we daily live.

Thefirst attitude
mentioned isto do with
only giving your
leftovers. If you only
give your leftoversto a
relationship what will
you develop?

With the Olympics
upon us we witness
people who have given
their best to achieve
their best. How many
Olympians would only
train when they had



spare time, when they
felt likeit? None. You
wouldn’'t make the
Olympicsif you were
half-hearted. You
certainly wouldn’t win
amedal.

Y et thisis how Isragl
was treating their
relationship with the
LORD. Rough enough
was good enough. If
you had alame

He' sonly interested in
giving his best for us.

| know I’'m not only
tempted to give God
my second best but also
those people closest to
me. It is so easy to get
my priorities back-to-
front, to sacrifice my
closest relationships
only giving them
second best because

relationships which are
areflection of thelove
God hasfor usin Jesus.

The Children of Israel
stop going for gold, and
God became a bore,
they believed they had
better things to do.
Sadly these better
things; their pursuit of
wealth and the good life
didn’t yield very good
dividends.

animal then why not
sacrificeit, but a
healthy strong
animal would bring
good money at the

Give Your Best

The second attitude
mentioned is that
they failed to
honour the LORD.

market.

Thankfully in Jesus
God doesn’t give us his
leftovers. In Jesus God
has given us his best,
he'sgiven ushisall.
That after al isthe sort
of relationship he
wants. God isn't
interested in being half-
hearted, he's passionate
about you. He's
invested himself 100%.
He' s been prepared to
lose everything to win
your love. That's God' s
gold medal, and he's
only interested in gold.

I’ ve burnt myself out
with what is second
best. The most
important part of lifeis
to beloved and to love.
To beloved by God
and in Jesusto be able
to love him back. To be
loved by my family and
friends and to love
them back. Thereis
nothing more
important. Thisistop
priority. Thisiswhere
I’'mto put in my
maximum effort,
because the gold in life
isfoundinloving
relationships, loving

They stopped
looking to him for
direction. They stopped
worrying about what he
thought and just went
off doing what they
thought was of most
importance. And they
diditintheir own
strength, using their
own intelligence,
achieving what they
believed to be
important. What the
LORD said was
important, or valuable
had to take a back seat
to what they wanted.

When we stop showing
honour to another

person what will be the
outcome for that
relationship?

Sadly the Children of
Israel stopped trying to
listen to their God, let
alonelivelife based on
his power and
authority. They werein
the pursuit of the good
life, and that was
gained through wealth,
greater profit

their God plays no part.
They were unfaithful.
What happens to any
relationship when
people are unfaithful ?

In Jesus God has come
and united himself
intimately with us.
What an amazing bond
of unity we have with
God in Jesus. Jesus
who is 100% man and

The fourth attitude that
Malachi mentionsis
summed up in this
verse: “How have we
wearied him? you ask.
By saying, ‘ All who do
evil are good in the
eyes of the LORD, and
heis pleased with
them’”. (Mal 2:17) The
Children of Israel has
lost the ability to judge
between what was

margins, a higher
standard of living.
What their God had
to say had no
bearing on how

Be Faithful

right and wrong.
Yesthereissuch
and thing asright
and wrong, and |
don’t determineit,

they lived or what
they valued and held as
important.

How do we seek to
show honour to Jesus,
letting what he values
shape our everyday
living? How do we
honour Jesus seeking to
live life based on his
power and authority,
daily praying to him for
the direction and
strength we need for
living?

Thethird attitude
mentioned had to do
with their morality,
their sexuality. Here

100% God. What
amazing faithfulness
we havelived out in
Jesus. Jesuswho is
faithful to the point of
death. Jesus can be
trusted with our lives
because heis 100%
faithful. That certainly
is good news.

It'son thisrock solid
foundation that we can
seek to live lives of
faithfulness to God and
to each other. In Jesus
we have the strength to
be faithful in every
aspect of our lives.

and neither do you.
God does!

And no matter how
much | say something
is OK. And no matter
how much scientific
research | do to prove
my belief it never
makes something that
in God’s eyesiswrong,
right. Sadly the
Children of Israel had
lost their ability to
make sound judgements
about what was right
and wrong.

Why, because they had
stopped listening to



