what’s on our heart and
soul. Making time for
each other building a
close, intimate, loving
relationship. Talking
with Jesus won't end
when hereturns, it'll
only intensify and
become richer and
fuller. That's something
special to look forward
to; sharing time with
Jesus enjoying each
other’s company,
sharing from the heart,
laughing together. In
prayer we get ataste of
this wonderful
communication of this
wonderful relationship
where we can enjoy

spending time together
in each other’s
company.

What we're left with
revealswhat is
important.

Let us pray.

Jesus, we look forward
to your return. Help us
to prioritise thislife
according to what will
be left when you return.
Help usinvest our lives
in building aclose
relationship with you,

spending time together
being open and honest,
enjoying each other’s
company. Help us
invest our timein
loving people as we are
loved by you, so that
they to grow in
knowing you and aren’t
lost when you return.
Give usall aburning
passion to tell others
about you that they too
might be saved for life
with you. Amen.

- A
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HOW DO WE PRIORITIES? - 2

Last week we began
looking at the theme;
‘How do we prioritise?
My first thought is that
I’d prioritise according
to what is most
important. If my house
was on firewould |
wait till I'd finished
watching the quarter, or
would | spring into
action to put out the
fire? | guessit depends
if it was the last quarter
of the grand final!

How do we work out
what is most important?

Jesus reveals today one
of the criteriato use
when determining what
isimportant. He points
to hisreturn and the
fact that thisworld is
only temporary.
“Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my
words will never pass
away.” (13:31) This
reminds me that what is
left revealswhat is
important.

Mark 13:24-37

When Jesus returns
what of your life will
be left? What will
happen to your bank
balance? If you die
before Jesus return you
won’'t have one. What
will happen to your
house, your car, your
education, your career?
When Jesus returns
what of your life will
be left?

Please notice that when
you prioritise it doesn’t
mean that what comes
second, third, or fourth
are bad, they’ re just not
of first importance.
They till need our
attention but not to the
detriment of what is of
first importance.

Jesus return highlights
what is of first
importance; our
relationship with him.
Because when he
returns that is what will
be left, the other things

will fade away and not
be of importance.

Would you consider it
sensible for me to
invest my lifein
something that is
fleeting, like watch a
grand final, at the
expense of something
of lasting worth, like
getting my family out
of aburning house?
The house can be
replaced and there will
aways be another
season, but | can't
replace the people |
love.

| don’t want to be | eft
with ashes, but living
breathing people to
continue to share the
joys and sorrows of life
with. What is left
revealswhat is
important. Being left
with living breathing
peopleiswhat is
important, the rest was
only there to serve the
needs of those loved



people. In an instant himtoraisehimto life. tohim, but he's
likethat it canbeeasy  And the Father does. listening to his Father,
to prioritise; it' sthe still in constant
peoplein our liveswho If Jesus had spent his ~ communication
take top priority. life buildingup ahuge showing love for each
financial base what other.
That'strue with Jesus, would have happened
he prioritises putting to him? How much life  What we're left with
his relationship with his would his financial revealswhat is
Father first, and then base have been ableto  important.
therest findsit'sright  breath into him? If
place. He spendstime  Jesus had spent hislife | want to be left with
regularly talking with  building a huge Jesus, in hisloving
his Father. So he embrace, and |
knows what’s on the want all the people
Father’s heart and | loveto beleftin
mind, which means When JQSUS returns what Jesus’ loving
they are ableto live will be |eft? embrace. Asa
in harmony with matter of fact I'm
each other. Jesus in accord with
seeks his Father’swill  popularity basewhat ~ Jesus, | don’t want
and not his own. He would have happened  anyone to be left
doesn't livetousehis  to him? How would the outside his gracious
Father simply to get shouts of praisefrom  embrace. |, like Jesus,
what hewants. Jesus  hisadoringfanshave  find nojoy inthe
livesto love his Father, breathed lifeinto him? thought of people being
using all Jesus has, Jesusinvested himself  left in the ashes of alife
downto hislast drop of in hisrelationship with that came to emptiness,
blood, living out that his Father, and so now to hopelessness, to a
loving relationship. sitsenthroned asKing loveless existence. |
of kings, ready to come don't find joy in any
So when Jesus dies and judgetheworldat  person being leftina
what does he have left? his Father’s command. hellish existence
Hislifeisleftin his Notice Jesusis still embraced in their hurts,
Father's hands. He giving priority tohis  fearsand regrets.
truststhe Father with  relationship with the
hislife, enoughtorest Father. He snot going  Unfortunately at times
peacefully in his to simply do his own I’m not like Jesus and |
Father’s hands, trusting thing whenit feelsright get my priorities alittle

confused. Peoplearein infear, hurtsand
aburninglifeand I'm  regrets. If | cut myself
more interested in off from God in Jesus
watching the last what am | left with; a
quarter of the grand world that is up the
final. What's more creek with no way of
important; people or fixing it. I'm left with
sport? We all know the the fears and

answer; people. The insecurities that

2010 grand final isnow surround me, without
adiminishing memory. hope. What a hellish
Thepeople alivetoday place. | certainly don't
have the wonderful want to be left with

S0 Jesus shows us how
to prioritise. Give most
importance to what is
left, ensuring you'll be
left with him.

Just thisweek | read
Jesus saying; “My
house will be called a
house of prayer.” (Matt.
21:13) Which has
nothing to do with a

opportunity of
coming to know
Jesus and to share
life with him as his
disciples. Being
loved by Jesus, and

| want to beleft in
Jesus' hands.

building. The house
Jesusisbuilding is
made of living
stones. That's
where he seeks to
live, with us. So our

loving the people
they meetinthesame  that.
way.
What we're left with
When Jesus returns his  revealswhat is
joy will bein important.
embracing his loved
brothersand sistersso  Thankfully when we
that they can continue  give Jesus priority, and
their life together. invest ourselvesin this
relationship we're left
Sadly those who don't ~ with the one who will
want to sharein this |ast, the one who will
wonderful adventure of never abandon us, the
love with the Father one whose love never
will be given what they quits. That’swhere |
asked for; alifewithout definitely want to be,
security, without with Jesus, my brother,
unconditional love, enjoying life together in
without hope, embraced the Father’slove.

lives with Jesus are
to be characterised by
prayer. That iswhat has
been emphasised to me
thisweek as |’ ve been
doing my bible
readings. Jesus wants
our livesto be
characterised by open
and honest
communication with
him, based on trust in
him, knowing he's
given hislifefor us,
that we might share life
with him.

Onething I'll be left
with is prayer; talking
with Jesus, sharing



