and forever. So Jesus
gives hislife that we
might have the
foundation of trust, that
we might be forgiven,
that he might bein the
position to send the
Holy Spirit. So we can
now begin sharing life
with God in a healthy,
loving, trusting
relationship. So that as
the Father’s children
we might be growing to
maturity, reaching our
full potential as people
in Jesus.

If al the Holy Spirit
was, was a power for us
to be good so that God
would like us, what was
the point of Jesus

death and resurrection.
Jesus has won the
forgiveness of sins.
Jesus has opened the
door to the Father's
heart. So Jesus doesn’'t
send a power, but God
comes in the person of

now sharing hislife
with those he loves.

| love the Gospel
reading for today;
“Peace be with you! As
the Father sent me, | am
sending you.” (John
20:21) Here'stheicing
on the cake; we get to
share this wonderful
relationship that Jesus
has made possible for
usto live with anyone
welike.

We don’t have anything
to sell. We don't have
any gimmick to get
people to sign up. We
do have agreat brother
who loves usto death.
We do have a Father
unlike any father; his
love for usis bigger
than the world. His
patience is amazing and
his wisdom reaches to
the depth of our souls.
And thisisn't some
abstract theory, we also

wonderful relationship
isthelifewelive now.

Aswith any
relationship we have
our ups and downs.
Sometimes | don’t
listen because | know
better, or | get sucked
into thinking other’'s
know better. Whichis
when | say: ‘ Sorry,
forgive me. | want to
follow you Jesus. |

want to hear and do you
will’. Andthen I'm
draw close to Jesus for
he once again proves he
istrustworthy.

Today we have the
wonderful privilege of
inviting the people we
like to know God, in
Jesus, daily living with
him in the person of the
Holy Spirit, not leaving
God as some abstract,
but living in a persona
loving, trusting
relationship, happily
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the Holy Spirit to start  have the Holy Spirit, ever after.
God with us now. This
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Jesus’ Disciples, who grow disciples, who grow disciples, who grow disciples...

In our reading from
Numbers we heard how
God poured out his
Spirit on the seventy
elders of Israel. What
was M oses response:
“Areyou jealousfor
my sake? | wish that all
the LORD’ s people
were prophets, and that
the LORD would put
his Spirit upon them
al!” (Num. 11:29)

This passage tells me
that there is something
special about having
the Spirit. It seems
more than ssimply
saying; ‘God is aways
with us'. The Children
of Isragl had the pillar
of cloud, with firein it
by night, as areminder
that God was with
them. But thiswas
different. Thiswasfar
more personal;
something special.

They prophesied. |
wonder what that
would have |looked

12 June 2011
PENTECOST
Acts 2:1-21

like? Obvioudy the
people saw a
difference, because the
two men who were till
back in the camp stood
out. They were not
simply speaking from
their own logic and
reason, but they were
speaking out God's
logic and reason. They
were being equipped to
help Moses lead the
Children of Isradl, so
that they as anation
might walk closely with
their LORD, joyfully
sharing life together.
That as a nation they
might not simply be a
reflection of their own
logic and reason, but in
the way they ran their
economy, how they
cared for those in need,
their family life, their
sex life all became a
reflection to the nations
around them of the
LORD’slogic and
reason.

Obvioudly if | can’'t
hear from the LORD |
can't follow him by
doing my own thing.
Israel couldn’t be
faithful to their LORD
if they couldn’t hear
from him, and know
what was on his mind.
They couldn’t be
faithful to their LORD
by imitating the people
around them, or by
trying to go back to
what they did in the
past when they lived in
Egypt. How can you be
the LORD’s peopleif
you'retryingto live
like and Egyptian! If
you'retryingto live
like a consumer!

So the LORD pours out
his Spirit on the seventy
elders as an appetiser to
what he was going to
do at Pentecost. We
have that well know
prophesy from Joel; “In
the Last Days,” God
says, ‘| will pour out
my Spirit on every kind



of people; Your sons
will prophesy, also your The day of Pentecost is
daughters; Your young areminder that Jesus
men will seevisions, does want to speak into
your old men dream the lives of his people.
dreams, When thetime That Jesus does want to
comes, I'll pour out my lead his people, and not
Spirit.”” (Joel 2:28,29) by remote control or by
aset of rulesthat he
wrote 2000yrs ago. No
happened theword of ~ way, Jesus didn’t give
the Lord dries up. hislife to now be kept
Malachi, the last of the from the people he

Old Testament

Sadly before this

Which might sound
simple except for the
fact that we al have
sinned. We all want to
be in control of our
lives, doing what we
believe isimportant,
being independent of
others, so we can call
the shots. This
describes what? To me
itisagood description

of idolatry, with me

prophets was 430- , . asthe centre.
460yrsbeforethe  Jesus’ goal isto create a
birth of Jesus. hea thy, lovi ng Jesus comes to

; ; create a healthy
I’m sure during that relationshi P basisfor our
time people would relationship based

have longed to hear
from their LORD.
Maybe they rationalised
thissilence as God did  So on the day of
thisin the past but now Pentecost Jesus pours
we have the written out the Holy Spirit,
word we don't need this God in person, on his
type of direction. disciples. Jesus goal
wasn't to create good
After all therewerethe people out of bad
Pharisees; men devoted people. Jesus goal isto
to thereading and study share hislife with
of the scripture. Surely  peoplein aloving,
that would keep the trusting relationship.
nation on track! Sadly  Jesus goal isto share
when Jesus camewho  hislife with uswhile
did he seem to havethe remaining trueto who
most struggle with?
The Pharisees!

loves. How crazy
would that be.

true to who we are.

on histerms, not mine.
Jesusjobisn’'t to bless
what I’'m doing, that’s
just a subtle way of me
calling the shots. And
when Jesus doesn’t do
what | want, who do |
blame? That sounds a
bit like Adam; ‘God it's
your fault, if you hadn’t
put this woman here.’
Adam blames God,
when it was Adam who
didn’t listen, who lost
trust, who tried to play
God and is now totally
regretting it, but he's

heis, and having uslive trapped.

Jesus has come to break child, whom he loves,

down the barrier
between us and God so
that we can once again
share lifetogether in a
healthy, loving
relationship. Once
Jesus has laid the
foundation; hislife, his
death, his resurrection,
we are how forgiven
and heisnowina
position of power to

and iswell pleased
with. That means as
any Father heis proud
of his children; not
because of what they
have done but first and
foremost because
they’re his children.
And he wants to be part
of their lives, he wants
nothing more than to
share his life with them,

relationship, aliving
relationship with rea
people, based on his
love, his grace, his
mercy, hisforgiveness.
That’s what Jesus
poured out hislifefor;
aliving relationship
with you. That’s what
Jesusis passionate
about today; living his
lifewith ustoday, in a
personal relationship.

send the Holy That’swhy he sent
Spirit; God in . the Holy Spirit;
person, with us The Holy SpiritisGod  God in person, and
now. living that relationship not some

NOW superpower to make

The Holy Spirit's

us superhuman.

jobisn't to make
me superhuman.
Wanting to be
superhuman is part of
our sickness, not a
reflection of health.
Being humbleisa
reflection of health.
Humble being finding
your worth and purpose
in Jesus loving grace,
his forgiveness won for
you, his mercy poured
over you, hislife now
shared with you.
Humility is discovering
who | amin Jesus. This
wonderful new
creation; for in Jesus |
am now the Father’s

to actively shareliving
with them.

God doesn’t want to be
apicture on the wall
that reminds us of a
relative in adistant land
who we might have
occasional meetings
with. God doesn’'t want
to be simply the author
of the best how-to-do-it
book. Isn’t that what
the Pharisees turned
God into; thisis how to
doitif wewant to
preserve our temple and
our nation. But Jesus
was after a persona

Jesus doesn’t want you
superhuman, he wants
us to be human. After
al that's how the
Father created you in
thefirst place. In Jesus
we are re-created once
againinthe God's
image, so that we can
live with him as true
human beings, being
trueto who we are,
allowing God to betrue
towho heis.

That's Jesus goal, to
create a healthy, loving
relationship for usto
livein today, tomorrow



