are citizens of heaven,
but sometimes we have
our foot on the love
brake pedal, rather than
the clutch pedal. There
isadifferenceif you
want to me moving and
enjoying life.

Jesus calls usto follow
him as we put into gear

The Sermon on the
Mount is Jesus helping
us put our foot on the
clutch peda so we can
select theright gear and
enjoy driving through
life with him. Pushing
on the brake pedal will
only make me stressed,
and really crunch the
gears.

Let us pray.

Jesus thank you for
helping me move
through life,
discovering your way
of life. Open my heart,
mind and soul that |
might grow more and
more, being true to who
| aminyou, no matter
what area of lifeif find

hisway of living. As myself in. Amen.
wejoin himin that May your life shine as
exciting adventureof  you follow Jesus
life following his driving instructions,
example, doingwhat  celebrating life with
we see himdoing, and  him, living from who
so becoming an you are, the Father’s
example for others. child, whom he loves

and is excited about

discovering life

together with.
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Today I'magain
reminded that we don’t
have the Sermon on the
Mount to show us how
to become a disciple of
Jesus, but rather how
Jesus' disciplesareto
live together in his
kingdom.

And theway welive
together will have an
influence on those
around us.

Which reminds me of
the age old discussion,
are elite sportswomen,
or sportsmen role
models. Can their
private lives be
separated from their
professiona life? We
have a common term
for when we separate
our lives, living one
way in acertain area,
and living differently in
another area of life. The
term used to express
thislifestyleis;
hypacrite!

Matthew 5:13-20

Jesus call today istobe Would the World bea

authentic, to let our
light shine aswelive
trueto who we arein
him. My father aways
would say to me before
| went out on the town,
‘Just remember who
you are’. That's what
Jesusisreminding us
today. Live true to who
you are.

Who are you?

In Jesus we are the
Heavenly Father’s
children, whom he
lovesand is well
pleased with (Matt.
3:17). So giving as
good as you get when
you lose your block
isn’t being true to who
you are. You'rethe
Father’sloved child,
with whom heiswell
pleased. Y ou now have
the wonderful ability to
love as good as you get
from the Father.

different place if each
time a thoughtless word
was spoken aloving
response was given?
Would the word be a
different placeif each
time hurt was done a
loving response was
given?

Maybe that’ s part of the
reason why Jesus says,
“Blessed are those who
are persecuted...
Blessed are you when
peopleinsult you,
persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of
evil against you
because of

me...” (Matt. 5:10,11)

Because here we have
the opportunity to let
our light shine aswe
live true to who we are.
Here we have the
opportunity to let Jesus
shine through as we
live out the difference
his presence makes.



Anyone can give as
good as they get.
Anyone can let the
hurts of life shape
them. Anyone can
burnout and lash oui.
Anyone can be kind to
those who are kind and
thoughtful. But to do
your best for another
person, who is
persecuting you, being
focused on; “building

insecurity of trying to
get what you don't
have.

When my Dad asked
me to do something for
him, | didn’t do it to get
hislove, but because |
was loved by him, and |
didn't want to hurt him.
When | hurt him
because | did
something dump, it hurt

to win another person’s
approval I'm actually
being selfish. I'm living
to get what | want!

What sort of society do
you have when you
gather a group of
selfish people?

Jesus' kingdomisn't
made up of selfish
people, but the Father’'s
children, whom he

others up according
to their needs, that it
may benefit those
who

listen.” (Ephesians
4:29) Now that's

Don’t forget who
you are.

loves and is proud
of. Jesus' kingdom
iswonderfully
made up of people
who can live trueto

going to make a
powerful differencein
life. That’sgoing to
breathe life into any
relationship, into any
family, into any
marriage, into any
community.

Thisisn't because
we'retrying to prove
we're better than
anyone else. We know
we' re not, but we are
the Father’s child,
whom helovesand is
well pleased with. How
liberating lifeiswhen
you live from what you
have, rather than the

me, because | knew he
loved me. | knew | was
his son, whom he loved
and was proud of. | was
free to act out of love
and not try and suck up
to him because |
wanted something.

Our Heavenly Dad
doesn’'t want us sucking
up to him, trying to
impress him, trying to
twist hisarm. That
wouldn’t be letting my
light shine. That not

me being salt, but the
opposite. The subtle
twist iswhile I’'m trying

who they are, no
matter what area of life
they find themselvesin.
No matter what
situation we find
ourselvesin we can be
authentic, living true to
who we arein Jesus.

We're not out to make
agood impression and
win people sfavour.
We're not out to get
what we deserve, and
get cranky when people
take us for granted.
That'sjust aformula
for disappointment.

That'swhy in the Old
Testament reading for
today God tee's off and
is angry with those who
try to impress him with
their religious rituals.
They're holding afast,
to get something. To
twist God'sarm and if
he doesn’t deliver then
why bother following
him. If you want to get
God cranky treat him

and blood...” (Isaiah
58:6,7)

Thisisn't Jesustelling
us how to get himto
like us, but rather how
we can share life
together.

When you learn to
drive a car the first
thingisto get a
learner’ s permit. Then

they tried to select a
gear. They feared they
had destroyed the
clutch.

| think the owner of the
car was more fearful
than my sister.

After alittle while they
calmed down only to
realise my sister had
been pushing down on

like acommodity.
A commodity that
you’ll condone to
useaslong asit
works according to
what you want.

You'rethe Father's

child whom he loves

and is pleased with.

the brake pedal and
not the clutch! No
matter how hard
and how often she
pushed on the brake
pedal she was never

Otherwise you'll
chuck it out for
something that works.
And if God can't make
me happy, wealthy and
wise, I'll go looking for
the one who can.

Rather Jesus wants us
tojoinhiminlifeas
we: “loose the chains of
injustice... share your
food with the hungry
and to provide the poor
wanderer with shelter —
when you see the
naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away
from your own flesh

you get behind the
wheel and learn how to
drive. We are Jesus
brothers and sisters,
now we can, with Jesus,
learnto live.

| remember when my
sister was learning to
drive afriend of hers
offered to take her
driving. They must
have gotten into areal
fluster, because they
couldn’t get the car into
gear no matter how
hard they tried. The
gears just made that
horrid grinding noise as

going to operate the
clutch. Amazingly
when she used the
clutch the gears worked
beautifully.

Because my sister was
using the brake pedal
instead of the clutch,
did that make her abad
person? No, just one
who wasn't going very
farl!l Driving proved
far less stressful and
much more rewarding
when she knew the
difference.

We arelicencesto live
in Jesus kingdom. We



