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have. And once the
initial experience
passed, al | had was
apassing memory.
And with my
memory, that’s not
very much!

Jesus has come to
share himself with us,
inviting usto share
life with him. Jesus
has the power to

killing our hope. For
we begin to think; “I
asked Jesus and he
didn’t do what |
asked. Therefore he's
notreal.” “I’'min pain
and Jesus hasn't fixed
me, he can’t bereal.”
How many times has
the devil lied to you,
getting you to doubt.

putting Jesus on the
right track. After all
how can a crucified
Messiah be of any
good to anyone?

What hopes and
dreams do | have that
compete and seek to
destroy Jesus' hopes
and dreams?

Jesus didn’t mess

give what he
promises. Jesus
has the power to
givelife toraise
usto new life.

around; “ Peter,

Jesusisthe Lord of
resurrection, new life
in the face of death.
Jesus exudes hope,
for heisableto do
what he promises.

Notice; Jesusis able
to do what he
promises, not
necessarily what |
want. Jesusisn’'t my
slave called to do my
bidding, according to
how | want things to
work out. Again
that’ s the devil lying
and in doing so

Jesusisthe Lord get out of the
of Hope. way. Satan, get
lost. You have no
idea how God
Is doubt the opposite  works.” (Matthew
of hope? 16:23) That must

In our Gospel reading
for today it's
interesting that Peter
wanted Jesus to fit
into his hope for the
future. Peter was
longing for a political
solution to the Roman
occupation. His hopes
and dreamswerein
political
independence. So
when Jesus started
talking about dying
Peter sets about

have set Peter back a
bit, and probably the
other disciples as
well. | know at times
I’m tempted to be
like Peter and want to
inform Jesus on the
best way forward.
Which usually has me
being healthy,
wealthy and suffering
no pain.

What was Jesus
response; “Anyone
who intends to come

with me hasto let me
lead. You'renot in
the driver’s seat; |

am. Don’t run from
suffering; embrace it.
Follow meand I'll
show you how. Self-
helpisno help at all.
Self-sacrificeisthe
way, my way, to
finding yourself, your
true self. What kind
of deal isit to get

aways, no pain, no
suffering, comfort,
pleasure, al my
wants and desires
meet. Which isthe
best way to end up
totally lost.

Jesus' goal istoraise
meto new life with
him. A lifewhichis
beyond my abilities

power and authority,
and his ability to
know what’s going
on when to me
everything seems a
total mess.

Then | hang onto
Jesus, trusting his
love. Trusting his
ability to work it al
out. Trusting himto
raise me to new

everything you
want but lose

yourself? What
could you ever

Hope?

life, believing that

|s doubt the opposite of Jesusisall | need,

and everything
elseisapassing.

trade your soul
for?” (Matthew 16:24
-26 Msg)

Today I’'m reminded
that Jesusis ableto
use suffering to raise
me to the new life he
offers. But to be
raised has the
unpleasant step of
dying first. Dying to
me being in control,
that | might be raised
living with Jesusin
control. Usualy in a
different way than |
would have expected.
My expectations are

to fully understand,
let alone create. My
hopeisin Jesus, not
my intellect, not my
feelings, not my bank
balance.

My hopeisina
person who loves me,
Jesus. My hopeisin
sharing life with
Jesus according to his
hopes and dreams,
which far exceed
anything I’ve ever
come up with, let
alone understood. |
trust Jesus and his

Thisisthe point of
resurrection; Jesusis
the one redlity that
will last. Jesus, his
grace and mercy, will
last. Jesus, his
forgiveness which
opens life with the
Father, will last.
Jesus, the person who
loves me more than
hisown life, will last.
Jesusiswho | need. |
don't need awhat, a
thing, to makelife
great. | need awho, a
person, someone to



