community that gives  And Jesus will make kingdom where we can
expression to our king's surethat hiskingdom  grow in loving each
nature, letting is isn’t destroyed by those other aswe are loved
personality be who simply want todo by him, putting the
expressed through us.  their own thing. They'll relationship principles
be channelled off togo  of Jesusinto practice
and do their ownthing because we trust him
that thisisn'taclosed outside of Jesuslove  with our lives, with our
community. The and protection, which ~ families and even with
wonderful community  will prove to be our money.

of Jesusis opento absolutely hellish. To

anyonewhowantsto  seethetruth of that we Let us pray.

come and follow Jesus, only haveto look at the Jesusthank you for
having him as their world around us. A coming to establish
king. Letting hislove  beautify, rich world, your kingdom. Thank
shape them so that full of al sortsof grief  you for calling usto be
together with therest of and pain, not because  part of your kingdom.
Jesus' subjects, Jesus  thereisn't enough for ~ Thank you that we now
personality finds everyone, but smply  live with you as our
expressionin because selfish, king, that we can build
community. A insecure individuals life on the security and
community that loves  have gone of to do their love your rule offers.

And the great think is

selflesdy, being own thing. Keep usclose to you,
prepared to die for each grow us closer to each
other, because they Thank God we have other, and show us who
trust Jesus with their Jesusasour king, and  we caninvitetojoinin
lives. that he has called usto  living with you as king

be citizens of his in your kingdom this

week. Amen.
- a
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JESUS KINGDOM

In the Gospel reading
for today the phrase
that caught my eye was;
“The kingdom of God
has come near to you.”
Thiswas the same
message given to those
who welcomed those
Jesus sent, aswell as
those who rejected
Jesus' messengers.

Thefirst group
welcome the king and
the kingdom he brings,
which will be to their
blessing. The second
reject the king and
don’t want to be part of
his kingdom, which
we'retold in no
uncertain terms will be
to their detriment. Jesus
said; “I tell you, it will
be more bearable on
that day for Sodom than
for that town.” (Luke
10:12) Which reminds
me, my actions have
results; either for good
or bad.

Lukel0:1-11, 16-20

In the Gospel reading
Jesusison hisway to
be crowned king, that
he might rule over his
kingdom. Of course his
coronation serviceisn't
what anyone was
expecting. His throne
was a cross, his crown
made of thorns, but that
isthe kingdom he
brings, not one where
the king lords it over
others, but where the
king gives hislife for
those in his kingdom.
Where the king loves
his subjects, giving the
ultimate sacrifice, his
life.

Jesus' kingdom takes
on the character of its
king, the character of
selflesslove, being
prepared to die for each
other, for the benefit of
the other person. Aswe
worked through the
‘Relationship Principles
of Jesus we were
exploring the nature of
Jesus' kingdom.

When people from
other countries come to
visit you can pick them
by their accent, by their
way of doing things.
And each nation hasa
unique character. It has
its own way of doing
things, from simple
dress customs, to how
business is conducted,
and more involved
socia customs. Each
country hasitsown
unique character.

Jesus kingdomisto
have the unique
character of itsking,
the character of selfless
love, where people live
from a deep sense of
security, a security that
comes from their king.
And this security leads
tolovegiving
expression not from
unmet needs, but
because loved, valued,
precious people are
ableto give what they
have, that love, that



value, treating other
people as precious. In
Jesus' kingdom we
have the security and
strength of the king to
build our lives on.

In Australiawe have a
strong, stable
government, which
alows usto build our
lives around enjoying
life. That's not true of

In Australiawe have
many customs that help
us work together as a
community, from the
simplerule that we
drive on the left-hand
side of theroad, to
more complex taxation
ruleswhich help us
maintain afair society
for dl. Wevaluejustice
and so we have alegal

everything. We're not a
bunch of individuals
doing their own thing,
but we're acommunity,
joined together in Jesus,
living out his very
character together.

| would say one of the
reasons Jesus was
rejected by the people
in our Gospel reading
and by people today is

al nations. Many
nations don’'t have a
stable government
and lifeissimply
about survival. In
other countries fear

that people what to
do their own thing.

dominates and
people are armed to the
teeth just to protect
themselves, existing in
a horrid atmosphere of
fear.

In Jesus we have the
love, the security, the
person, to build our
liveson. And that leads
us into community. A
kingdomisn't a
disconnected group of
people, but a
community that
functions together
under acertain set of
customs. Just anything
won't do.

Jesus was heading
JesusisKi ng toward Jerusalem,
but people didn’t
want anything to do
with Jerusalem,
system which is they had their own
independent of the agenda, their own way
government and the of doing things, and if
armed forces. Jesus wasn't going to

SoinJesus kingdom
we have customs that
help us work together
as acommunity. A
nation that doesn’t
work together, but has
divided loyalties, or
civil war smply
destroysitself. In Jesus
kingdom we don’'t have
divided loyalties; we
have one king, Jesus.
And its hiswill and
person that shapes

change and fit in with
them, they didn’t want
anything to do with
him.

Jesus thankfully wasn't
ruled by popular
opinion, but heran his
life according to his
Father’ s agenda, and
that involved his
crucifixion, so that we
might be forgiven,
having the curse of sin
removed for the

blessing of living with
Jesus as our king; the
one who calsthe shots.

So now in Jesus
kingdom we have the
wonderful opportunity
tobelivingina
community that is
characterised by our
king. So our customs,
our way of doing things
is build around Jesus

hislove and not fear.
Fear of the unknown,

fear of not having, fear

of others, fear of
failure, fear of not
being worthwhile or

accepted. In Jesus we
don't have fear, but we

are the Fathers
children, whom he
loves and is proud of.

In Jesus' kingdom you

aive, and wanting usto
be involved with his
life, wanting us to share
in the joy of
discovering alife of
true love with him. So
Jesus breathed into us
the Holy Spirit that we
might have aliving,
vibrant, loving
relationship and not just
aset of rules. So Jesus
gave usthe bible,

and hisrelationship
principles. Our way
of doing businessis
built around Jesus
and hisrelationship
principles; it'sall

Strong, stable

build our lives

prayer and time to
be quiet so that we
keep this most

government allows usto precious

relationship healthy
and strong. The best

about using our
resources to benefit the
other, out of love for
them. Our persona
relationships are build
around Jesus and his
relationship principles,
where we don't ask;
‘what’sin it for me',
but we selflesdy diefor
the other person’s
benefit, out of Jesus
love for them, finding
expression through me.

What a wonderful
kingdom Jesus has
come and created, his
promised land, where
people will live from

don't havetolive
proving yourself; but

you can enjoy hearing
the Father proudly say;

‘That'smy child’. In

Jesus our life becomes
aresponse to the love

we have, lived in the
security we have,
discovering the

amazing relationship of
love we have with God.

Soin Jesus kingdom
we start with a
relationship of love,
which our king Jesus
wants to share with
each of us. Jesusis

way to keep any
relationship healthy and
strongisto liveit; to
share life together.

But that’snot al, in
Jesus' kingdom we
aren't a bunch of
isolated, or even
casually acquainted
individuals, but we are
intimately linked with
him as a community
that reflects his
character. What a great
privilege to live with
Jesus as king; to have
the security of his
power and authority,
that we might grow asa



