John 20:19 Peace, what a beautiful thing.
On the evening of the first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said: Peace be with you.

Oh what peace we aften forfeit; of what needless pain we bear; all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer. Jesus speak your word of peace to us again today.

It’s one thing for Jesus to say ‘Peace be with you’, it’s another thing to experience and face
financial worries, work stresses and family conflicts.

The disciples longed for peace. How could they find it? If someone has the answer to that |
guess they’d be worth a mint. You see, the more you try to get this deep, inner peace, the
more it seems to elude you. Peace, what a beautiful thing, but oh so hard to believe.

The disciples were a troubled scared weak bunch of men who craved for peace. They had
failed to stand by Jesus at the crucifixion when he needed them most. They disowned him.
Now they were imprisoned in fear behind locked doors for fear of the Jews.

Fear can paralyse the bravest and ruin our lives. The disciples woul’ve given their eye-teeth
to have peace. But that seemed impossible. Perhaps you’ve experienced those times.

Suddenly therisen Lord was in their midst. More fear. What would he say to them? They were
guilty and knew it. Amazingly, Jesus first word to them was peace. Peace be with you. What a
relief. What grace and mercy! Then he showed them hiswounds. The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw him. Peace was such a beautiful thing for them. Y et their greatest need was not
peace, but Jesus. When he wasin their midst, they had peace, joy, confidence, life and all they
needed.

It's amazing how many times Jesus came to his followers when they were stressed out in
stormy seas and troubled by lots of cares, and hisfirst word to them was fear not, peace, why
are you troubled, oh you of little faith. When they heard his voice they were at peace.

Here we learn that peaceis not in our power. It'sthegift from God. The church hasthe
only solution to the world's troubles. It's the Gospel. It's Jesus and hisword. The church
should be worth amint, or crowded out from people coming to receive this grace gift; to hear
Jesus. Peace comes from knowing that Jesus has defeated all the evil that ruins our lives.
When he was raised from the grave, God was no longer angry over sin. Jesus has paid the
price that enables God to be our friend. That's why we have peace.
The resurrection message is all about: don't be afraid, don’t worry; I'm the Lord; be & peece
because 'mwith you. What abeautiful thing peeceis And what agreeter treasure Jesusis. If only we
E.eli?/ed hisword. Whenwe're restless and troubled, lets listen again to His word. Let's seek
isface.

Thepeacedf the Lord comesto you from theword of God. Asyou heer and trust that word, the Holy Sairit
comestowork fathin your heart and cmyour troubled lives. Peaceis afruit of the Spirit: Love, joy,
peece. It'sdl freeand undesarved. The Sairit brings Jesusinto your life, to bewith youand for you, and
to show you that he'sreal. What awonderful gift Easter is.

Youdl know about thet peace, yet your lives are often crippled by fear, worry and alack of peece. It'shard
to bdieve hisword. Whileyou know that Jesus walks with us, yet when we need him mogt, he seems
to have fasskenyou Ohwhat littlefathwehave. If only Jesuswerered for us, wed bemorethen
conquerarsof dl thechdlengesweface



| want you to notethet when therisen Lord gppeared to thefear-filled disaples and spoke hisword of peaceto
them, nothing changed — yet everything changed - for them.  Thepowerful Jewsweredlill athreat and yet dl
hed chengadintharminds  Nat eventhethredt of degth could deter them. 1t al happened when Jesus became
red for them. That'show it isfor youwhen you see Jesus Do you ssehow blessed you areto havetherisen
Lord walk with you every day. And yet, | guess, like me, you so often focus on your
troubles and not the Lord. Oh what peace we often forfeit. Ask the Lord to open your faith
eyesto seehim. You see Him with your ears.

The peace of the Lord is not just for you. Jesus so loved the world that he gave his life that
the world might have peace. Jesus said: as the Father sent me to bring you peace, so I'm
sending you as bringers of peace to atroubled world. And with that he breathed on them and
said: Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyonether sin, they areforgiven. In other words,
peace comes through forgiveness. Asyou are forgiven and go out forgiving others caring and sarving
them, youll bring peace and hopeto the guilty and hurting.

Every day, asyou know that Jesuswakswith you, the Holy Spirit will oreed thearomadf peecetothose
aoundyou. Andramember wha medethedsoplesgad - itwaswhen Jausshoved themhiswounds—nat His
pafetlifg buhsscas Whenpeodeseethe youarescared by sn when they see your struggles, guilt,
confilicts, broken marriages and failings, and when they see you turning to Jesus for hope
and hedling, they'll get the messagetha Jesusisyour secret tolife. Y our srengthsmay impresspeoples but it's
your scarsthet have been touched by Jesustha will draw athersto him. Itsyour ansthat youvebeen openand
honest about thet best show thegracedof Jess L et me ask again: when you're plagued with
worry, conflicts everywhere and you'restruggling to cope, whet then?

Heeto Jesus. Cling to hispromise. In thislife youll dways be aflicted with something. Thisisnot just the
devil'sdoing. God lesit happentoforceyou to kegp turning to Jesusand aying for mercy. If youwerent
troubled, you'd soon forget Jesusand go it done. God usesthose difficultiesfor good. They kegp you
OgpadatonJss

Thegood newsisthet Jesusisdill Lord. Theplacewherehe mogt dearly comesintoyour midd isherein
worship- ashecametothedsiples Sometimesl| fed that wevelogt thissenseof aveand hdinessof Godin
worship. Y & here he peskshisword to bresk open your prison of fear or despair by saying your sinsare
forgiven.

Go in peace; he doesit. Take note how often theword of peace comes through your worship. The
peace of the Lord be with you. The peace of the Lord that passes dl understanding keep guard
over your hearts. You're even sent out with the blessing of peace. Worshp isareflection of
what happensin heaven. Godishere. You're surrounded by angels and the whole host of heaven
praisng the Lord. Thehigh pointiswheretheliving Jesus comesto you in the bread and wine a
the dtar when you celebrateit. There

he comesinto your lifeto give you peace.

What agift. Jesusisredly therefor you, even if you can't physically see him. Blessed are
those "who have not seen and yet believe, Jesus said to Thomas; as he saysiit aso to you.
Thomas responded “My Lord and my God” Jesus got through to him. The scars reassured
him.

My dear people, what abeautiful thing God's peeceis It's not that anything necessaily changes it'sjust the
way youseeit. Youcandodl thingsthrough Chiigwhogvesyoudrength. Thispeace comesfrom knowing
that therisen Lord iswith you dways Thet's hisresurrection word to you.

AndinMathew, itshislag word to you: I'm with you dways, to hdp youin your life; I'm with you to
forgive you when you' re guilty, to, comfort you when you're down, to defend you in your
trials, to grow peace in your anxiety. If God isfor you, who can be against you? Wha
abeautiful thingitistoknowthet Jsisred, with you and for you.

Y oud haveto be the most blessed of people. Amen



