BREAKING BREAD-JESUS ENABLESUS
TOTHRIVETOGETHER.

TEXT: Matthew 21:1-11.

THEME: Jesus— The power to thrivetogethe.

Grace, peace, and mercy, from God theFather,
and thelLord JesusChrist.

As we mntinue to go through the Disdplehip /
Fellowship theme; this week's thare is
concentraing on Jus & the powa to thrive
together.

| guess tha whenever | persondly try to ook, sudy
and ge agragp of who Jesusis, through whaever
criical andyss | coose to view him with, he
always mmes up as an incredible person. Jesus is
full of sumprises and never ceses to amee ne
whaeverthesituation | read tha heé shim Notonly

do | read aout him but | also have apesna
rel ationship with himthatis congant.

I amnot sumrised that whaever he ever did, thee
were more than one meaning to his actions. Even
though Jesus wdked inthe flesh anongs hispeople
a few thousand years ago, thase actions 4ill stand
up to scrutiny by anyone in this day and age who
wantsto sudy him

| guessthat ashumens, weliketo think that we ae
clever and smart in what wedo, sy ad believe. A
lotof us areliketha in many respects,but wedon't
measure up to Jesus and his standards because heis

perfect.

Not meny peple are remembered from their
lifetime unless something wes written and kept in
the history books otherwise they would be
forgotten likeall peoplewhoever livel. This isnot

so with Jesus, if nothing was ever written about him



[theBibl€], and because of theinmpact he hal in the
word, I'maure the Ord Tradition would have k ept
hislifeand deeds div etoday.

So in today’s gopd lesson; Jesus is having an
impact on the people in Jerusdem Even though
‘The thiunpha eatry’ into Jerusden was
prophesed many yearsbedore it becare a redity.
And what en entry it was, it hal dl the hdlmarks
and celebrdion of a hunble king being paradal
through the greets; with many peoplelining them
and cheaing himon.

They were paying him homege and regpect & he
did s0; thereby giving him his rightful blessng and
honour [saying; blessed is he who comes in the
name of theLord] as herodethrough the sreets of
Jerusdlen What alovely weloome and atry his
own persond procession hal; a he rodeinto this

place.

And al is well until we read in verse ten, ‘ And
when he entered Jerusdem all thedty was girred,
saying, “ Whoisthis?™ It ssemsthatthefina end of
theprocessonis ared antidimex. Even though the
people of the dty, join in quite hgppily with the
crowds until something hits them that they don’t
actually know why they are cheering wildly for this
man. So they stat aking the quedtion, ‘who isthis
man?’ It dawns upon sonme or a lot of them to
suddanly realizetha they don't know who heis

Have you ever witnessed a gtuation like that
somewherein your life? It doest't patiau arly have
to be aout Jesus, but something likethis mey have
occurred in a paale in aother town or aother
country perhgps, where you may only have been
passng through. S you go and téke alook/see to
find out what' sgoing on; to seewha it' sdl about!

The Bible gories tdl us that alat of people knew
about Jesus tha they loved him and wanted to



make him king. On those patiaular occasions
though, Jesushad to tdl themto keep quiet in order
tha he acconplish his Faher’'s will which he came
to do. They dso wanted to meke him known all
over theplace; justlikeyou and | want to meke him
known in theworld and socidy in which welive.
We know that without Jesus in our lives we ae
nathing! Weneed a Saviour b ecause wecan' t save
oursdvesor live in our own goodness ad <If;, we
all fal short of theglory of God.

In this particula gospd reading we find that for a
short gpace of time Jsus was accorded al the
praise, glory and honour tha should hase been
given to himin awy case; becauseheisdeserving of
it after all. Didn't he &te all; come as Godin the
flesh, even though alot of people [er en now] found
tha hard to bdieve.

In that short gpace of time, Jesus and al those
gatheed there thrived in this dtuaion. Sadly

though, after thistime passes; we al know tha the
beayinning of he Passon period isnat too far away.

But consideing dl thisthough; thiswas oneof the
ways tha he ocould meke al people and future
genaations of the word, come to undeastand the
why ,wheeand when; Jeus careto do hisFather s

will upon the earth.

| want to ak aquedion in two ways.‘ Collectively
as Chrigiansin this world, are we thriving?’ Yes
and No! It can go ether way, but manly yes,
becausewith dl the other religious deno minations
who clamto be and are Chridian in thisworld, we
al mlledively do meke a diffaence to a lot of
people.

Are we thiiving because we are Chrigians? Yes
and No! Onceagan it can go either way, but mainly
yes, because Chrigians havenot yet been silenced
about thar faith in Chrg al together. Satan has
done his beg to slence God s people, but the



dakness of evil has not ye put out the light of
Chridianity in thiswor d.

Just like the people who dcheered and threw their
clo&s and put pam branches in the path of Jesus,
as he rodethrough the dreets of Jerusalen, we are

freeto honour, adore and love himfor who heis.

Heisourhumbleking and Saviour. Then agdan, we
arenotto lovehimonly for ashorttime[i.e likefor
ingance, theduration of his rid ethrough the greets
of Jerusalem], but to love him for all time, for al
eternity . Jesus should reman the ‘flavour of the
month’ in our lives fores . And today’s leson isto
thrive with himin hislife and what hebringsto us
inourlives

So how did Jesus actudly thrivein hislifeupon the
earth? By dnply being the Saviour in this word!
To free and release people from thar sn and

oppresson, and he done this with whomever he

care into mntad with; and egpedaly if they
wanted it.

We wantd it, tha’s why we are here worshiping
himtoday . He came 0 that peoplemay live ad be
set free from all their afflidions Let'slook & afew
recent goypd exanples; ove thelast three weeks
we had:- The Samaritan Woman; The Man born
blind; and The Death of L azarus.

In the Sararitan Women'’s case at the well; Jesus
thrived and shethrived because he knew about her
pat trouble in the matrimonid d&kes. He
confronted her about it and she acknowl edged that
only aprophe hal that much knowledge ébout her
life.

Also tha she d 0 knew and heard, that oneday the
‘Messiah that would come Jesus offaed her to

drink of the ‘living waer' s that she may never

thirst agdn. He set her freg and in her newfound



joy; shewent and told the whole town and b rought
then out to see the Messieh. These towngpeople
were then free to tell whoever came into their
Samaritan town ebout Jesus and what he done for
them

In the case of the Manbom Blind; Jsus thrived and
he thriv e because, hewasbhom sotha God may be
glorified. He was sa free from his bondage to
blindness. What he sasw may have shodked him
initially ; mainly becau se ofthe Pharisees attitudeto
hishedling occurring on the Sabbah. But overal;
hewas se freeto tdl dl whomhe cameinto contact
with; that Jesus had set his free from his affliction

of blindness

In the case of the Death of Lazarus Jesus thriv ed
and Lazaus thrived because, Lazarus got to live
again. Hea s got to die again, perhg sthistine at
aripeold ge But thosewho werethere to confort

Mary and Martha witnessed first hand the fresing

powe of Jesus. Deagh wasno barrier to him Those
witnesses, who were there, were dl able to tell
whomev @ they came into mntad with, ebout what
Jesus had done for his dose friends Mary, Martha
and especidly the recently decessed ad brought-
backtodife Lazarus. They were dl able to thrive
fromthis occason. And dl those present were able
to tdl of the wonderful thing that Jesus had done
theethat day .

So how does tha affect us and how can wethrive
through having Jesusin our lives? One answer can
be found in verse five “ See your king comes to
you, gentle and riding on a donkey.” Jesus is
coming to us, to whee we are at. We need to
undersand tha.

Hecameto usin our Batismand hecomesto usin
Hdy Communion. All we have to do is to receive
him with a proper heart and mind attitude This

may involve some adjustments and life ch anges but



tha is par for the murse. That doen’t mean we
start ignoring friends and family to the point wheae
we leave or put them out of our lives conpldely.
We can encourggethemto share our beliefs with us
so that we all comeintotheloving environment and
community of God. If Jesus can mmeto us then he

can cometo them Thereis hopefor al ofus.

Al in verseeleven: The crowds answeaed, ‘ Thisis
Jesus the prophd from Nazaeth in Gdilee’ They
gat tha right, because he is the one whom we dl

serve bdieveand havefaithin.

We know who he is ad in reaum he knows his
own; heknows exch and every oneof his sheep. He
knows us persondly. Because we have identified
with him he has identified with us. Togethe, we
will dl thiive togeher on this earth ad for all
eternity because we have accepted and believed that

wecan liveand thriv ewith himforever. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
ChristJesus. Amen.



