
BREAKING BREAD– JESUS ENABLES US

TO THRIVE TOGETHER.

TEXT: Matthew 21 :1-11.

THEME: Jesus – The power to th rive togeth er.

Gra ce, pea ce, and mercy, from God the Father,

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

As we continue to go through the Disciplesh ip /

Fellowship theme; this week’s th eme is

con centrating on Jesu s; as the po wer to thrive

together.

I guess that wh en ever I personally try to look, study

and get a grasp of who Jesu s is, through whatever

critical analysis I choose to view him with, he

always co mes up as an incredible person. Jesus is

fu ll o f surp rises and never ceases to amaze me

whatever the situation I read that he’s him. Not only

do I read about h im, but I also h av e a p ersonal

relationship with himthat is constant.

I am not su rprised that whatever he ever did , th ere

were more than one mean ing to his actions. Ev en

though Jesu s walked in the flesh amongst his people

a few thousand years ago, those actions still stand

up to scrutiny by anyone in th is day and ag e who

wants to study him.

I guess that as hu man s, we like to think that we are

clever and smart in what we do, say and believe. A

lo t of us are like that in many respects,but we don’t

measure up to Jesus and his standards because he is

perfect.

Not many p eople are remembered fro m their

lifetime unless something was written and kept in

th e histo ry book s; otherwise they would be

fo rgotten lik e all people whoever liv ed. This is not

so with Jesus, ifnothing was ever written about him



[th e Bible], and because of the impact he had in the

world, I’m sure th e Oral Tradition would have k ept

his life and deeds aliv e today.

So in today’s go spel lesson; Jesus is having an

impact on the people in Jerusalem. Ev en though

‘Th e triu mphal entry’ into Jerusalem was

prophesied many years b efore it b ecame a reality .

And what an entry it was, it h ad all the hallmarks

and celeb ration o f a humble king being parad ed

th rough the streets; with many people lining th em

and cheering him on.

Th ey were paying him homage and respect as he

did so; thereby giving h im his rightful blessing and

honour [saying; blessed is he who comes in the

name of th e Lord] as h e rode th rough the streets of

Jerusalem. What a lovely welcome and entry his

own personal p rocession had; as he rod e into this

place.

And all is well until we read in verse ten, ‘And

when he entered Jerusalem, all th e city was stirred ,

saying, “Who is th is?”’ It seems that the final end of

th e procession is a real anticlimax. Even though the

people of the city, jo in in quite happily with the

crowds until something hits them that they don’t

actually know why th ey are ch eering wildly for this

man. So th ey start asking the question, ‘who is this

man?’ It dawns upon some o r a lot of them; to

suddenly realize that they don’t know who he is.

Have you ever witnessed a situation like that

somewhere in you r life? It doesn’t p articularly have

to be about Jesus, but something like th is may have

occurred in a p arad e in ano ther town or ano ther

country perhaps, where you may only have been

passing through. So you go and take a look/see to

find out what’s going on; to see what it’ s all about!

Th e Bible stories tell us that a lot o f people knew

about Jesus, th at they loved him and wanted to



make him king. On those p articular occasions

though , Jesus had to tell themto keep quiet in o rder

th at he accomplish h is Father’s will wh ich he came

to do. Th ey also wanted to make him known all

over the place; just likeyou and I want to make him

known in th e wo rld and society in which we live.

We know that without Jesus in our lives we are

noth ing ! We need a Saviour b ecause we can’ t save

ourselves or live in our own goodn ess and self; we

all fall short of the glory of God.

In this particular gospel reading we find that for a

sho rt space of time Jesus was accorded all the

praise, glory and honou r th at should hav e been

given to himin any case; becau se he is deserving of

it after all. Didn’t h e, after all; come as Go d in the

flesh, ev en though a lot of people [ev en now] found

th at hard to believe.

In that short space of time, Jesus and all those

gath ered there thrived in this situ ation . Sadly

though , after this time passes; we all know th at the

beg inning o fhe Passion period is not too far away.

But consid ering all this though; this was one o f the

ways th at he could make all people and fu ture

gen erations of the world, come to und erstand the

why ,wh ere and when ; Jesus came to do his Father’s

will upon the earth.

I want to ask a question in two ways. ‘Collectively

as Christian s in this world, are we thriving?’ Yes

and No! It can go either way , but mainly yes,

because with all the other religious deno minations

who claim to be and are Christian in this world, we

all co llectively do make a difference to a lot of

people.

Are we th riving b ecause we are Christians? Yes

and No! On ce again it can go either way, but mainly

yes, because Christians h av e not yet been silenced

about their faith in Ch rist all together. Satan has

done his best to silence God’s people, but the



darkness of evil has no t y et put out the light of

Christianity in th is world.

Just lik e th e people who cheered and threw their

cloaks and put palm branch es in the path of Jesus,

as he rode through the streets of Jerusalem, we are

free to honour, adore and love himfor who he is.

He is ou rhumble king and Saviour. Then ag ain, we

are not to lovehimonly for a short time [i.e. like for

in stan ce, the duration of his rid e through the streets

of Jerusalem], but to love him for a ll time, for all

eternity . Jesus should remain th e ‘ flavour of the

mon th’ in our lives fo rev er. And today’s lesson is to

th rive with him in his life an d what h e brings to us

in our lives.

So how did Jesus actually thrive in his life upon the

earth? By simply being the Saviour in this world!

To free and release people from th eir sin and

oppression, and he don e this with whomever he

came into contact with; and especially if th ey

wanted it.

We wanted it, th at’s why we are here wo rshiping

him today . He came so that peop le may live and be

set free from all their afflictions. Let’s look at a few

recen t gosp el examples; ov er th e last three weeks

we had :- The Samaritan Woman; The Man born

blind; and Th e Death of Lazarus.

In the Samaritan Wo man ’s case at the well; Jesus

th rived and she thriv ed because, he knew about her

past trouble in the matrimonial stak es. He

con fron ted her about it and she ackno wledged that

only a p rophet h ad that much knowledg e abou t her

life.

Also that she also knew and heard, that oneday the

‘Messiah’ that would co me. Jesu s offered her to

drink o f the ‘living water’ so that sh e may never

th irst ag ain. He set her free, and in her newfound



joy; sh e went and told the whole town and b rought

th em out to see th e Messiah. These townspeople

were then free to tell whoever came in to their

Samaritan town abou t Jesus and what he done for

th em.

In the case of th e Man born Blind; Jesus thrived and

he thriv ed because, he was born so th at God may be

glorified . He was set free fro m his bondage to

blindness. What he saw may have shocked him

in itially ; mainly becau se o f th e Pharisees attitude to

his h ealing o ccurring on the Sabbath . But overall;

he was set free to tell all who mhe came into contact

with ; that Jesus had set his free from his affliction

of blindness.

In the case of the Death o f Lazarus; Jesus thriv ed

and Lazarus thrived b ecause, Lazarus got to live

again. He also go t to die again, perhap s this time at

a ripe old ag e. But tho se who were there to co mfort

Mary and Martha witnessed first hand the freeing

power of Jesus. Death was no barrier to him. Those

witn esses, who were there, were all able to tell

who mev er they came into contact with, abou t what

Jesus had done for his close friends Mary, Martha

and especially th e recen tly deceased and b rought-

back-to-life Lazarus. Th ey were all able to th rive

fro m this occasion. And all those present were able

to tell o f the wonderful thing that Jesus had done

th ere that day .

So how do es th at affect us; and how can we th rive

th rough having Jesus in ou r lives? One answer can

be found in verse five: “ See your king comes to

you, gentle and riding on a donkey.” Jesus is

coming to us, to wh ere we are at. We need to

understand th at.

He came to us in ou r Baptismand he comes to us in

Holy Communion. All we have to do is to receive

him, with a proper h eart and mind attitud e. This

may involve some adjustments and life ch anges but



th at is par for the course. That do esn’ t mean we

start ignoring friends and family to th e point wh ere

we leave or put th em out of our liv es completely .

We can encou rage themto share our beliefs with us

so that we all come into the loving environment and

community ofGod. If Jesu s can co me to us, then he

can come to them. There is hope fo r all o fus.

Also in verse eleven: The crowds answered , ‘This is

Jesus the proph et fro m Nazareth in Galilee.’ Th ey

got th at right, becau se he is the one whom we all

serve,b eliev e and have faith in .

We know who he is and in return he knows his

own; h e knows each and every on e ofhis sheep. He

knows us person ally. Because we have identified

with him, he has identified with us. Togeth er, we

will all th rive tog ether on this earth and fo r all

eternity because we have accepted and believed that

we can liv e and thriv e with himforever. Amen.

The peace of God which passes a ll

understa nding, keep yo ur hea rts and minds in

ChristJesus. Amen.


