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Sharing the Faith Sharing the Faith

Luke 10:1-9, 17-20

Jesus and his disciples are on the w ay to Jerusalem. Jesus know s that suffering and death
aw ait him. He is on the w ay to the cross. As they continue on this journey Jesus is teaching
his follow ers to be disciples. Like a w andering Rabbi he shapes his students by letting them
listen and w atchwhat he does. Jesus’ school of discipleship involves more than head
know ledge, he is also show ing them how to minister to others in his name. So the day comes
when Jesus calls seventy of his follow ers and sends them out to prepare the w ay in the
places w here he intends to go. They have w atched him and learned; now it is time for them
to do it themselves and learn even more.” In effect he tells them something like this:
“I'have a job for you: Share the Faith! Iwantyou go ahead of me and heal the sick and
preach the kingdom, just like | amdoing and like the tw elve did. Oh, and by the w ay
leave your w allet at home, don't take a bag or extra clothes, don't stop to chat to your
mates, and don't go shopping around for the best place to stay. Just get out there and
share the faith by healing the sick and declaring the kingdom of God has come near.”

Someone has said that God must live in a tree because he is alw ays pushing me out on a
limb, especially when it comes to sharing the faith. These are ordinary follow ers of Jesus,
not the religious professionals. They are just ordinary disciples. People like most of us, in
fact. We are not told of their reaction to this assignment, but w e can imagine how we might
react. | can almost hear you say, “lI could never do that! | am pow erless, 1don’t have enough
know ledge, and | even lack faith.”

These seventy ordinary Christians that Jesus sent out may w ell have felt the same w ay.
Notice again w hat Jesus says: They are going out as lambs in the midst of wolves. They are
vulnerable to any number of dangers. And they are to gow ithout purse and money or extra
clothes. They have been stripped of w hatever power and support structures they might have
had. They can'’t use their resources to help them get through. They go into scary territory w ith
empty hands. Jesus is pushing them out of their comfort zone. The seventy disciples could
easily have said, “No Lord, send someone else. lamnot ready to sharethe faith. lam
afraid. Iwill not go.”

Y ou probably know what it feels like w hen someone tries to push you out of your comfort
zone and get you to move into new territory and extend yourself. You get a tight knot in your
stomach, clammy hands, dry throat and w eak knees. Maybe you have also experienced this
when you have sensed that the Lord is sending you out of your comfort zone. You know the
opportunity is there. But it is all too much. It is easier to stay at home w here it is comfortable
and safe and let someone else share the faith. Butw henwe decline to go w e miss out on
discovering w hat God can do through us w hen he pushes us out on a limb.

The seventy are sent to bring good new s inword and deed. Jesus tells themto “heal the sick
and say, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you™. They proclaim the kihngdomin a w orld
that is sinful and rebellious. God is King and his rule mends rebellious hearts by bringing the
forgiveness that Jesus w as tow in when he died on the cross in our place. The kingdomis
near because God is here to forgive. Jesus came into the world to bring the w orld back to
God and the seventy are sent out to be part of this great task. Jesus also sends us out into
his w orld so that others may be forgiven and baptised into this kingdom as the Son of God
brings them into a loving relationship w ith God his Father. We can identify w ith the seventy
because w e have also been sent into the world to share the faith.



The seventy also bring healing into a w orld that is broken and in pain. They bring deliverance
to aw orld that is in bondage and addicted to many substances and other pow ers. We see
the pain and hopelessness every day in our time as w ell. We see people w ho are caught in
Satan’s w eb and who can do nothing to save themselves. Where the disciples of Jesus go
the kingdom of God is atw ork defeating the kingdom of Satan. This begins even now and the
victory will be complete w hen the King returns w hen there is no more sickness and death

and no more bondage and frustration. Then w e will be w hole as God intends us to be. The
kingdom is already near and w e begin to receive its blessings. That w hich happens now is
real —w ereally receive God’s gifts and blessings — but it is not complete. Perfection will only
come in heaven.

We may w ell ask how ordinary people can do such extraordinary things? They can't, and we
can't. It is Jesus who is atw ork here, not us. It is all about Jesus, not all about us. Jesus lives
in us, by the pow er of the Holy Spirit and he does his w ork through us. As the seventy
disciples say on their return, “Lord, in your name, even the demons submit to us.” They say
‘In your name’; not in my name, but in the name of Jesus. It is his name that is at w ork,
because w here Jesus’ name is, there he is present.

Arewe vulnerable and w eak? Do w e sin and fail? Arew e unworthy disciples w ho are not
fully devoted follow ers of Jesus? Of course we are weak, sinful and unw orthy disciples! We
have God's treasures in jars of clay, and broken jars at that. We fail every day and even our
best actions are tainted w ith sin, but God still w orks through us. He still uses us to continue
the w ork of Jesus in thew orld. He still uses us to share the faith. God w orks mighty things
through ordinary people like us.

The seventy returnw ith joy having shared the faith. Their hearts are burning w ithin them
and they are bursting with joy. “Lord”, they say, “In your name even the demons submit to
us!” And Jesus agrees, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” The seventy did not see
Satan fall from heaven and oftenw e too do not see w hat God is doing. It is a hidden reality
and w e don't see the results. Maybe occasionally God pulls back the curtain and gives us a
peek. Because w e walk by faith and not by sight w e believe the promises of God evenw hen
it seems Satan is winning. We trust God w hose battle this is —w e are a people of faith.

It is now crystal clear that the disciples gow ith Jesus’ authority, not their ow n. Jesus is even
protecting them and keeping them safe so that nothing can separate them from the love of
God. Know ing that your relationship with God is secure is an even greater joy than seeing
God w ork through you. Or as Jesus says, “Rejoice that your names are w ritten in heaven.”
What a joy it is to know the love of God in Jesus Christ so that you — and others — might live
with him forever.

So next time you sense that God must live in a tree, because he is pushing you out on a limb
and w hen you feel God is pushing you out of your comfort zone, hear it as a call to share the
faith, and go, know ing that you are w eak, and if it depended on you, you w ould surely fall,
but also know ing that Jesus is lord of Lords and king of Kings and that it depends on Jesus
and not on you. Because w hen you share the faith Jesus is sharing the faith through you.
Amen.
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