PARABLE OF THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS.

TEXT: MATTHEW 25: 31-46.

THEME: Do you accept or rgect the Word of God that
Christ has brought into the world?

Grace, peace and mercy, from God the Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the USA a the moment there is a transition period
taking place in regards to the US presidency. The new
President eect, Barack Obama has been chosen by the
people of theUSof A to bether new President.

And unless you were away on a mission to the deeper
reaches of outer space or adventuring in some far-flung,

hard to reach place of this planet during the pagt six
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months or so, you would have been made well aware of
this occasion through the media. It’s been coming at y ou,
day in, day ou, the coverage was constant.

Big question, so how did the new president eect get
there? For Barack Obama to reach the position of USA
President he had to beeat off Hilary Clinton: and by heck
she was a very good opponent for him, I'll concede that
much. In fact, she was a fairly obstinate, determined
lady, who didn’'t give in, even when she was advised to
do so when her cause was well and truly lost and the

people had given up on her.

Not only was she* ganding by her man” [when Bill was
in the spatlight for the wrong reasons| she was standing
up for hersdf and cause. She was the first obstacle in

Obama' s race for the presidency.

Then there is the final oppaosition barrier in theperson of

John M ¢ Cain. He also was no pushover, and in redity,
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he brought nothing new to the table and the people voted
against him, and the res is higory. At present, there is
this transitional period that is occurring [the fina duties
of George W] before Barack is finally instdled as the
President of the good old, USof A.

Overdl, as interesting as the developments and story asit
was, the intriguing thing that grabbed my atertion was
what M r Obamawas offeringto the people of his nation.
Throughout his campaign; his main theme and message
was that he was bringng changeto the American people,
and | believethat this was the overbearing factor that got
him over theline.

Sure, as you jus heard, he had to face oppaosition after
opposition, there were aso a lot of detractors, and not
only from his politicad opponents, but dso from the
average man/woman in the street with his/her atitude as
well. The White supremacists wanted to do him in, they

didn’t want no coloured man ruling them.
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It was al against him, he had to convince the mgority of
the population that a black man can govern their nation,
and to do it wedl. And tha this was na jug the
pipedream that he and afew other wishful thinkers might
have had, but that he was actualy the man for the job.

And in thewash-up, when little truths are made known, it
gppeared that the American people were sick of al the
sameness, and dreariness in ther lives to the point of
overkill. They were tired of the everyday politician
making promises from the goodness of their hearts of
what they’re going to do; and amost immediately after
taking office, they start renegng on them. So when this
fresh faced somewhat different man comes dong
offering them change, then, perhaps he may be the

answer we' ve been waitingfor.

So now they wait, they’re waching even as George W
goes through the last rites of Office and then hands over
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to Barack Obama. In fact, the whole world waits to see
how this man will live up to his promises and
expectations, and in particular, of how he will ddiver

uponthem.

And this brings me to a point of a few millennia ago,
God sent his dearly beoved Son Christ Jesus, to be the
Saviour in this world because he didn't like what the
people of the earth were doing to each other. They
seemed to have lost the plot of why they were put upon
the earth and of how to behave, interact and respect each
other with dignity, love and admiration for who they are.

By the way folks, how much do genuinely care and love
other people today, in church and outside of it? Tha’'s
something to think about!

So, when Jesus came, he set bout bringng change and
enlightening people's hearts and minds so that ther

changed attitudes towards each other may promote a
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better way of rdating, loving, respecting, caring, and
treating their neighbours [whoever they come into
contact with] asthey would treat themselves.

In fact, some people welcomed this change when they
heard his message, because wha Jesus was redly
offering, was away of life. This life would have been a
lot better than individua people strugding on their own
and being isolated from help of any sort. The leaders of
theday did what they want.

And that this way of living that Jesus is offering, is a
changefor the better; and a lot of peopleliked what they
heard. Whileyet others a varying degrees, have reserved
judgement and are still doingso at this very moment, and
are not making a decision about where Jesus fits into

ther lives.

Let’s just think about that for a moment! Let’s reflect
upon this question. Where do you think you’ d be without
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Jesus inyour life? Recdl again, how Jesus has gone out
of his way and has gone to great lengths to make his
Father’s will known to us! In fact it cost him his life,
which was of no conseguence because he gave it

willingy.

He did his Father’s will because he cares for you warts
and all, and loves us so very much, by the sdfless giving
of his life for everyone. Yet a lat of the Austrdian
population are refusing his gft. Which makes me ask the
question: ‘“Why do many of us do that? And my only
conclusion is that there must be something better out
there blinding them and stopping them from seeing this
gft from the Lord. God doesn’'t €0p gving, we stop

listening and hearing

Today, the gospe lesson is aout the ‘Sheep and the
Goats', and there are no two ways about this; we are

either one or the other. This is Jesus telling us how it is,
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and it’s dso another way of tdling people that they

cannot servetwo masters.

Have you seen this concept before? Perhapsyou know
someone or you've read or seen it on a TV program or
such that someoneisin love with two people. They’re so
mixed up in this triange that they cannot choose one
over the other. The truth is they have to make a choice
even though it is hurtful, because somewhere aong the

line one of them will bergected.

Perhapsyou know this little clichéthat ‘arose isaroseis
arose, cdl by any other nameit is still arose . The same
aoplies to being a sheep or a goat, we may try and
imagne they’re the same, but they're nat, they’re
definitely different. You don't call Barack Obama, Hilary
Clinton, the differences are obvious. They may belong to
and represent the Democratic politica Party, but they as
individuals are poles gpart, and have nothing to do with

each other.
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God made us all individudly, and we are all unique
different singleidentities. There are three baptisms today,
and God will receive each individual into his kingdom
with al of ther DNA and make-up simply because he
loves them and he turns no one avay.

Husbands and wives know the individud traits of each
other, and it’s how they treat and respect each other that

make these marriages bl essed or otherwise.

We class the family unit as one, and no matter what the
number that make it up, smdl or large, everyone within
tha unit know the individua people, their characteristics
and their persondities. There's abeauty and atraction in
that agpect, because you get to know, gow, and share

life's hurts and pains together.

And overdl, that’s what keeps the family loving and

willing to pratect honour and do whaever it takes to
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nurture an environment that cares for each other. You
will feed, clothe, and give them a drink whenever the
need arises, you wouldn't let them suffer. You would do
it for the least of them and this attitude will help you do
tha to your neighbour and to those who need a helping
hand. Jesus encourages ust do so in our lesson today .

S0 in regards to the ‘sheep and the goats’, does the
generd population beieve that Jesus is the Christ? |
don't know the answer and | don't know how people
keep themselves on track spiritudly. | guess it’s between
them and God and dl | can do is to keep hisword close
to my heart and inner being.

You may have an answer as to why people still reserve
judgement about Jesus ingead of making a direct
decision that he can and does make adifference in many,
many peopl€e's lives? There are billions of bdievers, but

there are many more billions of unbelievers.
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Then again, the sad truth is that these people may be out
rightly regecting what God brings into the world today.
And what God and Jesus bring into the world today,
there will aways be oppasition to it from one arch
enemy to torment and turn peopl€e's thoughts avay from
God.

The Devil is not aslegp; he knows what his punishment
is, he knows théa he is going to spend eternity in hell for
being disobedient to God. So he is doing his best to take

as many people down with him as he can.

And the sad irony isthat pegple don’'t beieve he exists,
just like they would have convinced themseves that
Jesus will still take any person into heaven when they die
no matter what they’ve done or how they’ve lived their
lives. Thesad truthisthat alot of people bdieve this and

it takes alot to convince them otherwise.
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Last Friday week ago, | was asked to go over to Port
Lincoln to do a funera [I come from there] of a well
respected lady. There would have been five to six
hundred people in atendance to pay ther respects. And
speaking with people afterwards, a few people had the
atitudethat everyone goes to heaven.

And the last thing you want to do is arque a a funerd
wake where people will end up because of how they
lived their lives. You put your life on the line. | dways
gvethemariage analogy that if you' re married then you
be together and work at it; atherwise it’s a marriage in
name and you are not livingtheredlity.

And finally, to those who follow Chrig and accept him at
his word, you are the ones who are cdled his sheep.

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes al understanding,

keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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