you speseking to them and
accept you. Amen.
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Cultivating Mission 2.

In these examples who is
the person with the
authority and power: The
Footbdl Coech orthe
Runner. The Ambassador
or the Government they
represent. ThePolice
Officer or the Law they
implement. The
Interpreter or the Spesker.
In each case the power
and the authority comes
from the person that it
originates from.

I f you were playing sport
and the coach’ s runner
told youto come off the
fied, why would you
listen to the runner?
Because they spesk with
the coach’ s authority and
power. Tha means what
they say is actudly quite
important. What they say
actudly carries influence
and power, but not
because of them, but
because of the one who
sent them.

In today’ s Gospd reading
we are being reminded
that through Jesus we
have become God' s

Matthew 10:40-42

runners. Jesus sends usto
spesk the Father’ s word.
The runner mightni t have
any power and authority
of their own, but because
of the word they bring
they have the power and
influence to change the
course of agame. We
spesk powerful and
authoritative words, when
we spesk about Jesus,
when we spesk God' s
word, because we are sent
by him.

Thismeans our words are
not inconsequentid. They
have the power and
authority of the person
who sent us. That’ swhy |
love John 20:21, where
Jesus says; “ Peace be with
you! As the Father has
sent me, | am sending
you.” | haven’t amply
decided to go and sprout
forth some dream of my
own.

That’ sthe warning from
the OId T estament reading
for today. Hananiah, you
get the impression was
only saying what he

thought the king wanted
to hear. But his words had
no power or authority.
What he sad ddn’'t come
true because he wasn' t
sent by God a dl. It
ended in his death —lying
in God' snameis never a
good idesl

But what Jeremiah said
came true, because he was
sent by God. It didn t
come true because
Jeremiah was such a good
bloke. | get theimpression
Jeremiah was dl too
human, just like us and at
times he comes across
quite depressed. What
Jeremiah said came true
because the one who sent
him had the power and
authority to accomplish it.
That’ swhy Jeremiah’s
words were powerful and
Hananiah' s were empty.

As Jesus dsciples we ae
his sent people. And
because we are his sent
peopl e we spesk with his
power and authority.
Wha Jesus says will
come true. Not because



| f we choose to ignore 18:18) As Jesus' sent save himsdf the grief of
Jesus and go it done, we  people we spesk with his  peopl€ s rgection. But the
power and authority to do But no, itisthe person was pleased about his won't fal to receivewha  authority and power. passion burned so deep
it. AndJesus has sentdl  who listens. The person ~ own degth, because the God has promised ether — What awonderful within him, he dways had
his disciplesto spesk for ~ who recognizes tha this  Father had sent Jesus for his wrath! privilege and to spesk — and God's
him. T o spesk of the person is spesking the this very resson. T hat responsibility. So when  word did what it
peece he comesto give.  word of God istheone  through his degth thejust In the Gospd of John you pray for someone promi sed.

rewarded. pendty for sin would be after sending us, Jesus you’ re not waffling on,
Jesus gave his life that the pad in full, and we could says; “ If you forgivethe  but what you ask to be You are sent by Jesus, his
world might be reconciled What’ sa prophet’ s be free to live under sins of anyone, their sins  bound will be and wha  runner with the precious
to God. “ God wes reward? |’ d say that what God’ s grace. are forgiven and if you do you ask to befreed, will  good news, that people
reconciling theworld to  they say will come true. not forgive them, they are be. For the word we spesk can be put right with God,
himsdf in Christ, not You can stake your lifeon And because Jesus was not forgiven.” (John has the power and have their sins forgiven in
counting peopl€ s sins it. Instead of listeningto  sent by theFather, and he 20:23) We dori t spesk authority of Jesus to Jesus' name and be
against them. And he fathfully spoke, lived empty meaningless adopted as God' s
has committed to us the word, what he words, but theword loved precious
the message of promised has come we spesk does have Jesus power and children through the
recondliation. Weare  YOU are Sent by Jesus true and will come the power to set authority goeswith  water's of baptism,
therefore Christ’ s true. We receive tha people free. It does sharing life with their
ambassadors, as wonderful reward, have the power to those he sends Heavenly Father,

I’m agood bloke, but thought it was the prophet  empty, but he isthe word.
because Jesus has the who received the reward.  Jesus unlike Hananiah

though God were

making his apped through Hananiah, if the king had

us. We implore you on
Christ’ shehdf. Be
reconciled to God.” (2
Cor. 5:19,20) T hat iswhat

listened to Jeremiah he
would have made
decisions that didn't lead
to disaster. Hananiah told

won by Jesus. The
reward of eternd life with
God as our loving Fether.
We recdve our sins
forgiven, and now welive
under God’ s grace and not

bresk the hold of sin
on aperson’ s life that they
might live under God’ s
blessing and not be hdd
as acaptive to fear, regret,
guilt, worry. The word of

accomplish what it says.

So when we spesk about
Jesus coming back to
judge theliving and the

feasting for eternity
on his fahomless love

Some will likeit, others
will rgect it, Jesus has
sent you to spesk for him,

we are sent to say — In the king what hewanted  his wrath. What a

Jesus, be reconciled to to hear, and thekingwas fantastic reward we regp

God. content with tha, but he  in Jesus, as we acoept his
wasn't dl that thrilled word.

And the Gospd for today when the Babylonians

dso reminds usthat when totaly destroyed Wha afantastic revard

we spesk and people Jerusdem. And I'm sure  other people regp as they

beieve, they will be Hananiah wasn't dl that  hear about Jesus from you offers.

blessed. “ Whoever thrilled aout hisown and me, and are ushered

forgiveness you spesk in  death, and people bdieve asif he was there himsd f.
Jesus' name, because he it and repent, gettingin

has sent you will dowhat  right rdationship with Let us pray.

it promises. The person  Jesus, you vejust made  Jesus, thank you for the
will receivetherewad of an eernd difference people you sent totdl us
their sins forgiven, and They will receive the about you. Thank you that
the freedom that Jesus reward of their sins we have been &bl e to teke
forgiven and eternd life  you a your word. Fill us
with God as theirloving  with the Holy Spirit that

wel comes someone
known to be a prophet
will receive a prophet’ s
reward.” (Matt. 10:41)

| must admit that when |
first read this passage |

degth.

Jesus was sent by the
Father that we might build
our lives on his word.

And the great thing about
Jesus' word isthatitisn’t

into thiswonderful loving
relaionship with God.
God won't fdl to gve
what he says through you
and me

In Matthew Jesus says;
“Truly | tdl you,
whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in
heaven, and whaever you
loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” (Mat.

Father. What a powerful
word we are sent to speek.

Jeremiah is an interesting
prophet because you get
the sense that a times
he d rather not spegk and

we might spesk in your
love, grace and mercy,
with your courage and
wisdom sothat dl the
people we come into
contact with might hear



