RECEIVES YOU, RECEIVES ME.

Grace, peace, and mercy, from God the Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Duringtheweek | bought anew TV. Theimportant thing
was that | was able to get it with a minimum of fuss
because it was a cash transaction. Instat credit isthe go
these days. M any times when things are advertised on the
TV screens, the selers makeit easy so that you can get it
immediately, but with conditions attached of course, if
you don't have the immediate cash on hand to purchase
it.

And of course if you have a good credit rating, you can
have it now and pay nathing for any time rangng from

six monthsto fiveyears or what ever timelimit you like.

This“Buy now-pay later” can be abig trap, expecidly if

you don't fully comprehend the conditions they are
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making because if you miss out on one of the pay ments

by the due date, then that’s where y our woes will begin.

Because of the missed payment you will start incurring
an increase in charges which can mean you will be
paying more for your purchase. So that the carrot that
was danding before you was one way of getting your
service with a condition attached. Hear this little play on
words; what is offered may not be obtained in the end
including from above. Keep tha keep tha thought
provoker sitting in the back of your minds as the sermon

Progresses.

In this week's gospd lesson where we hear about
recaiving the one who has been sent from Jesus, there is
a promise being offered by him; and the only actud
condition that needs to come from the hearer, is a belief
in God the Father, and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
and the Hoy Spirit. In addition, aso having a beief in
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what the Bible says, and of all of the promises that are

madein it would be part of ahedthy criterion as well.

As we have it, the criterion is a fairly simple condition
which is [offered] freely givento all people, in order that
arelationship is established between each believer. This
loving concept had orignated from Christ and before
him, it came from the will of God the Faher, with the
intention that this rdationship will hopefully and
eventually spread throughout the entire world before
Christ returnsto the earth, to take dl of his people with

him.

Apart from letting any scepticism enter into our thoughts
by observing current world conditions and asking where
are the people who should be attending church, let’s
cling to the bdief that God is still in control. In the fact
tha heis gill onthethrone, and hewill gvetheincrease;
and that first and foremost, we need to make his will and

relationships happen from one personto another.
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And if you're sitting there thinking, ‘how on earth can |
make any difference to another person’s life’; remember
that someone must have brought you into the relationship
tha you now enjoy with God a the present moment;
even though we have our fair share of strugges dongthe

way livingaChristian life.

You dther came into the faith through your fathful
parents bringngyou here through infant baptism on your
behaf and then Confirmation etc, otherwise someone
came to you with the Good News of Jesus, and you
accepted the words that were told to you. And ether of
these acts can be ongoing because mission work never

stops, it is continuous

We, as Christians are dl cdled to do mission [gve others
what were having, by bringng others into God's
kingdom so tha none may perish but tha al may inherit

eternd life. This relationship we are endeavouring to do
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in having relationships with others are to be more than a
fleting liaison though; and a bit more than a fleeing

acquaintance of friendship.

It should become a deep and close relaionship in the
deepest mog intimate way of agape lovethat God has for
al of his creation. M ore like people beingwecomed into
a home than a meeting on a street: because after all, we
are dl being gven access into the heavenly kingdom
with a glt-edged invitation by God himsdf. We are
going to be family members living together for dl

eternity, so we should gart behavinglikeit now.

Jesus say's, in verse 40 "He who receives you receives
me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent
me.” The one being sent; God's messengers if you like,
ae now described under the title of “prophet” and
“righteous person”, and those messengers could actuadly
be you or me. The added bonus about being a sent one;

is that there is a reward atached to it; so if you are a
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praophet you receive aprophet’s reward and likewise with
being a righteous person who is being sent. You know
within yourself how you meet, greet or welcome people
into your confidence and world. You and God know the

criteriaof what you are cgpable of, not other people.

How is this sounding to your ears a the moment? Do
you fed that someone has been sent by God to you: and
that the word sops with you and that it need not go any
further? We may dl fed that way, but let me encourage
you tha thereis awork in progress happening right now,
and we [you and ] are it! On Friday just gone, we just
had a Lutheran pastor’'s Fraterna, and the Bible study
centered on Timothy who as a young person is being
urged on by the Apostle Paul to know that he has gfts
that will hold him in good stead when he goes out
evangeizing in the world where he will come up against

persecution as Paul had done.
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Most of us are of the opinion that Timothy was a
teenager who was being groomed as a young apostle to
be sent out among the wolves to be slaughtered. Not so!
He had gfts gven to him from God before he went out.
The point tha druck al of us was that nat only the
obvious gfted people are disciples and such, but that
each and every person; that al followers of Christ have
gftsin which some of us haven't even used yet, in being
followers of Christ.

We al have been prepared for ministry with gfts; the
difference is we need to recognize them, grow them, and
then use them as the gfts that have been given to us to
further incresse God's kingdom. Remember it’s al
God's work and we are responsible for doing our little
but for the kingdom. Areyou holdingon to gftsthat you
haven't been usingfor God' s glory?1 am quilty and | am
making a confession that: | should be playing the quitar a
bit more [it’s a bit hard when | lead the services|, but
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excuses aside, | have been using it a Concordia Kindy
though.

Now back to the thought-teaser | made about not
attaining or achieving what has been offered to us. Jesus
responded that the two mogd important conditions of
loving your neighbour ae the two gresatest
commandments; love one another, and love God with al
your heart, mind and soul.

Sounds fairly simple enough to achieve doesn’t it? Why
is it such a sumbling block? Jesus said, “| have come so
that you may havelife initsfullest!” not many attan this
fullness in ther lives. And when pegple don't atan
anything they lose it, jug like the faith they have been
gven, let’s face it, many have waked away from ther
faith.

Without being too hard on these folks though and | pray

that these people are in a state of limbo waiting for the
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right conditions to happen so that their fath is
reawakened. | can understand and I’'m sure you do as
well, know why ala of people hold back and don’t take
God to be the fulfilment in their lives like they should?
First of dl we dl have the Old Adam nature buggng us
and then there' s the Devil doing his bit by naggng us all
the time, there's the “ Cares of the World” that aways
takes a lot of our focus, through bills to be pad and
everyday living

But most o dl, we don't accept the fact tha we have
gfts that we can use to help us live a life full of God's
blessings. We aso have the forgveness of our sins, a
freedom and fullness in Christ tha alows us to get
through each and every day in his strength.

When we don’t reach fulfilment, then the gfts tha have
been gven to us become dormant and then loses its gloss
and sheen until some people give up dtogether. And this

doesn’t happen exclusively to young Christians or late
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bloomers, it happens to the disciples, and the top class
leaders as wdll. It occurs throughout the whole spectrum,
no one is immune from losing their focus and belief in

whom they are and have put Chrig aside forever.

But contrag that to wha hgpens when we do dl to
reach fulfilment? When someone is sent to you or you
are sent to someone by taking the Good News of Christ
to them, then that message can only be sent from Jesus
and from God himsdf. And those hearing and accepting
that message receive all the goodness and rewards that
comewith that message. Thereis forgiveness of sins and
eternd life, and the promise that you and dl the saints
will be in God' s kingdom receiving the fullness that God
offers for ever and ever. We don't lack anything even
now, because we have accepted what Jesus had brought
to us. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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