MISSION: CALLING OTHERS INTO
RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOD THROUGH JESUS.

Matt 9:13-26

(from New Internationa Version)

THEME:

Bringing others into a reationship with Jesus and into
God's kingdom.

Grace, peace and mercy, from God the Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today, were taking about bringng others into a
rdationship with Jesus so that they enter into God's
kingdom. In a nutshell, we are taking about MISSON
and how others can have ardationship with God through
Jesus. So how do we view the world that we live in: in
it’s current context? Is it too fast; has the whole world

gone mad and crazy ?
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Worldview, we must have dl thought about it: we must

dl have aworldview fixed in our heads, shouldn’t we?

My worldview would be a lot different from yours,
simply because of whom | am and of how | grew up and
what influences shaped my life. Just like each and every
one of you would have been raised differently from each
other. | see things differently fromyou as you would see

things differently from me.

One example of difference is tha | see things such as
materid possessions as being of no red significance to
me; being a single man and what | desire etc, whereas
you as married people would see them as being very
significant to you.

Now gpart from that and perhgps a whole lot of other
things: there is one worldview that we both have in
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common is our faith. We al have Christ in our lives, and

he makes aworld of differencetoiit.

That iswhat makes our view on life alot different from
the person who does not believes or has faith in Christ.
Which is sad because we all know what is going to
happen to those people who are outside of Christ and
where they will gpend eternity. They are on a one way
ticket to hel, going there a a hundred miles an hour or
faster.

But instead of dweling on it; why don't we do
something about it! Because we can! For Jesus says in
verse 13, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice, for | have not
come to call the righteous, but the sinners’. It's
unmistakeable in what Jesus is saying. He came so that
al may live and to live life abundantly; he aso |€ft the
legacy that Christians should focus on their mission for

winning souls for Christ’s kingdom.
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There are afew characters in the Bible who were told to
do God's work in saving the lives of people who are
going to hdl; one of them was Jonah. Of course hetried
to jump ship and go in the opposite direction, but God
channd led him in theright direction in the inhabitants of
Nineveh to repent of ther sins so as to save their souls

from destruction.

God achieved his purpose; even though Jonah was a
rductant paticipant in doing his will. We may be
reuctant when we hear God's chalenges being gven to
us [and because we doult we arethe right people for the
job], but God will dways accomplish if we avail
ourselves to him. These days, God uses Christians [you
and me] as his instruments to reach out to other people
who arelost in their sins.

In today’s gospe dory, we see Jesus rightly as the
Saviour who brings a young grl back from the dead and

restores her life. And he aso saves awoman from along
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timeillness affliction that was affecting her body, health,
wedth and mind. Yet it was her faith that helped in her
heding as well as Jesus' willingness in dlowing his

power and goodness to go into her sick body to hed her.

He showed his mercy on bath of these females and what
had befdlen them. He did not leave them lost in the

condition they werein.

How many people do you know tha are lost in the
conditions they are currently in? in the fact tha they
definitely need Jesus in their lives this very moment even
as we speak; even though they mightn't think so?Inyour
worldview and in mine, we would all have to agee that
there would be many, many log people living in this
world who are destined for eternd damnation. Unless, of
course, we can reach out to them and they respond

likewiseto us.
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And even if they don’t think they are lost in their sin,
revelling in the flesh, caught up in the world and al its
woes and being messed up by the devil, they need to be
told so. Jesus took the time to be with the lost when he
waked upon the earth, and hetold them wha they were
regdly missing our on: how could we not possibly do the

sameaswdl?

Persondly, some of the pegple whom | know that are lost
to hdl, include members from my own family [its sad to
say]. Mawy think they can live a life that’s full and
complete that they don’'t need God in it. They redly do
need a wake up cal, because | believe they are kidding
themsdves and are living in a fasehood, a world of

farytaes and fantasy .

And if they do suddenly arise to the chalenge about
changng the way they live, then I'm going to be one
person who needs to be there for them. To give them a

helping hand in showing them that Jesus is definitely the

Page6of10 A sermon by Edmund Bilney tobe preachel at the Monarto
congregéaion on the 8.6.08, at the 9:00amservice.



way, the truth and the life. Smply because: there is no
other way ; thereis no other life, than through the one that
God gves through his beloved Son Jesus.

Jesus dso ddivers his pegple [the Church] from the
deadliest enemy of al; the curse of sin. How wonderful it
is to have our sins forgven. And when we acknowledge
that they are forgven, we don’'t have to walow in our
own sdf pity and doubt, fedingoppressed and miserable
dl thetime. This isthe gospe dory that isvery relevant
inthis day and age.

Wehaveto gve peoplewha we ve got. They need to be
having what we' re having. We've got to tdl and show
them that there is a way to live that leads to eternd
sdvation. That there is alife that goes on wel and truly
after the body has died, and has been put into the ground
to decay. As the song say: ‘I’ve got something that the
world can't gve, and theworld can’'t takeit away’’.
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Another exampleisin Acts 3:1-10, where Peter and John
went tothe Templetopray, where they met ablind, lame
man aong the way beggng for alms, “Silver and gold
have | none...in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
oet up and wak”. There they gave him the best gft of
al, they gave him Jesus. He went away waking and
leaping. There are enough stories in the Biblethat lead to
a better life living with Christ than to be lived without
himinit.

As we see in this gospd story; Jesus gves life where
thereis none, because death is simply no barrier to him at
al. Jesus reached out his hand and restored thelife of the
young grl. Once when | was in the gip of goom and
despair, | wrote these words to a song ‘He took me by
the hand, showed to me the Promised Land, Paradise is
waiting for me!’ All of our hearts should go out to those
who are hopéelessly lost in their sin and are facing eterna
death and damnation.
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If we can; let’s take some lost person by the hand and
lead them into eterna life to Jesus Chrig our Lord,

simply because we can, and we are called to do so.

So, what happens when pegple are brought into the
kingdom of God? Immediatdly in heaven, there is joy
and rgoicing over a sinner who was lost and is now
found [Luke 15:7]. These people dso have their name
written in the Lamb’'s Book of Life [Rev 21:27].
Whoever’'s name is not found in therewill be tossed into
the Lake of Fire[Rev 20:15].

Just to wrg up, there may be people whom our hearts go
out to and we may have gven up on them. And we may
aso have it in our minds that they aretoo far gone or too
cold in their hearts for us to even dare to think that
speaking out about our fath may make a difference to
them. Remember this, when wethink that dl life is gone
in someone, God knows better, he can make life exist

where none has existed.
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Lost people may be just waiting for someone to come
adong and invite them along to church or they may just
want some oneto talk to them simply becausethey don't
quite know how to do it. You may be tha personthat is
theinstrument that isplaced in their way ; God will use us

when he sees fit.

Findly, extend the hand of God to them, because he
extended his loving hands to you. The more people who
populate heaven, the better it will be for those in it, and
the less emptier hell will be for Satan and his demons.
Amen.

The peace of God, which passes dl understanding,
keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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