
THE FOOLISH AND THE WISE BUILDER.

TEXT: MATTHEW 7 :21-29.

THEME:

To build a solid relationship with Jesus on a firm

fo undation, as in th e fou rth, fifth and sixth

commandments!

Gra ce, pea ce, and mercy, from God the Father,

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I want to start with a sermo n illustration to get our

th inking involved with God’s word this morning .

‘Th e g reat architect Frank Lloyd Wright was giv en

th e ch allenge o f building th e Imperial Hotel in

Tokyo, one of th e most earthquake-prone cities in

th e wo rld. Wright's investigation showed that a

solid foundation could be "flo ated" on a sixty -foot

layero fsoft mud underlying thehotel, which would

provide a shock-ab sorbing but solid support fo r the

immense building. Shortly after the hotel was

completed it with stood the worst earthquake in

fifty-two y ears, while lesser buildings fell in ruins

around it.’

Th e point I wan t to make abou t this illustration is

th at this architect was qu ite a clever man in th e fact

th at he built a solid building over a soft found ation ,

which withstood th e impact of the worst earthquake

to hit Tokyo in so me time! Maybe this guy knew

something of th e Bible and he was aware of the

parable of th e‘The Foo lish and Wise Builder”.

How about us: how are we going to stand wh en an

earthquake hits us indiv idu ally and shakes our

fo undations to the core? Ho w is ou r relationship

with God; how is that going? Is it strong o r weak?

Are we still go ing to be standing while o ther

buildings are falling around us?



In my life I h av e experienced some horrible,

sho cking events th at have rocked and sho ck ed my

worldview, faith and found ation s in Christ; to the

core. And if my foundation were not grounded in

Christ, th en I don’t think I would behere.

You too may hav e taken a battering and su rviv ed

your dramas intact. No one lik es bad things to

happen to th em; but it do es h appen and we hav e to

deal with it and hopefully we come out of it all the

better b ecauseof it. Job was severely pu t to the test

by God and through it all he knew that God was in

con trol. He knew that God would get him through

and he did; he can g et us through all the trials in our

liv es.

How are our relationships within ou r families

going? How is you r relationship in the chu rch

going? Are you involv ed with any groups or

fellowsh ips? [last n ight’ s Progressive Tea was

successful by those who attended] Can you get

invo lved?

And finally , ho w is your relationship with people

out in the world, who are not in fellowship at the

mo ment? I ask that question b ecause I b elieve we

can become too insular in th e chu rch and can cut

ourselves completely off fro m the rest of the world .

We need to mak e ourselves available to tho se who

are searching fo r answers to their sp iritu al life.

Yes, we are told to k eep ou rselv es fro m the world;

and that we are in th e world but not o f the world .

And I guess we can accomplish that okay, but we

also n eed to avail ourselv es to those who are

seek ing to come into a relationship with God and

in to his community .

Christians are the most lik ely people whom th ey

would approach for answers to their spiritual

questions and enquiries. And if we are not available



to these peop le wh ere else would th ey go to? Th ey

cou ld search and find an swers in the wrong places.

Th ey cou ld end up delving deep into mysticism an d

spiritismbut th at is not the answer to the true sou rce

of spiritual fulfilmen t that we can only get from

God .

But then again, ifyou think Ih av e wasted your time

by asking these questions, because you hav e a firm

fo undation in all of these, [may God continue to

bless you] and then let me ask you this! What can

fracture all tho se relation ship s? Or wh at would it

take to fracture all o f th ese? I pray that all our

relationships are that strong that we totally rely on

God th rough th ick and thin for all we need .

And as I shared b efore, th ere are some things in this

life th at God d eliberately puts in front of our p aths

[trials, temptations, envies, etc] to see how we react

to these situations. It’s alright to be temp ted but if

we giv e in to the ensnarement, then wego down the

tubes. And/but hop efully we learn from mistakes

made to further avoid the pitfalls th e next time th ey

come around. But if we’ re strong in our

fo undations, th en these entrapments and sn ares

become an experien ce that we had to go through

and we still learn and smarten from it and are all

more th ebetter off, b ecause of it.

So I gu ess the next question b ecomes: how easy or

how hard is it to mend and hea l all those

relationships that have put you at odds in the first

place? Th e healing may be instantaneous provid ed

th at everything is handed ov er to God to take care

of. Or it could take a long time fo r healing to co me

because bitterness has taken over in one or two of

th e injured parties; and th e situation festers and

lingers.

Last week we look ed at th e first th ree

commandments and ho w that can h av e an effect on

our relationships with God. Today in our sermo n



series we are looking at the fourth, fifth and sixth

commandments [th e n ext th ree] in living in a solid

fo undation and relation ship with God. So, let me

refresh you on what are the fourth, fifth and sixth

commandments: and what Luth er say about th em in

his Small Catech ism?

Th e fourth commandment says; Honour your father

and your mother. What does this mean for us? We

are to fear an d love God so that we do no t despise

and anger our p arents and others in authority , but

respect, obey, love and serve them. So , in

opposition to this, how do we dishonour our father

and moth er? We do so by disresp ecting, disobeying ,

not loving or serving th em!

Th e fifth commandment says: you shall not kill.

What does this mean for us? We are to fear an d love

God so that we do not hu rt ou r n eighbour in any

way, but h elp him in all his physical n eeds. So in

opposition to this, how do we kill and d estroy each

other? We do so by taking away ou r n eighbours

physical n eeds, and his life.

Th e sixth comman dment say s: You shall not

commit adultery. W hat do es this mean fo r us? We

are to fear and love God so that in matters of sex

our wo rds and conduct are pu re and honou rable,

and husband and wife lov e and respect each other.

So in opposition to this, how do we b eco me

adu lterou s to each oth er and to God? We do so by

not condu cting ou rselv es in a pure and honourable

way and by not respecting the husband or wife of

someon e else in th e co rrect manner.

And if we want to continue to igno re God’s

commandments and his rule, then verse 23 of

Matth ew 7 states; Then I will tell th em plainly, 'I

nev er knew you. Away fro m me, y ou evildoers!' If

th e foundation with God is on shaky ground, th en

God will make it inevitably collapse, becau se he



cannot tolerate the sin in the person; h e loves the

sinner,but not th e sin.

We cannot h av eou r cak e an d eat it; it has to be one

way or the oth er: we can only serve one master as

we also heard last week. And if we’ve got our

Christian mask on thinking we can fool God, we’re

kidd ing ourselves, because God sees straight

th rough that.

Jesus warns us, 26 But everyon e who hears th ese

words of mine and do es not put theminto p ractice is

lik e a foolish man who built h is house on sand . And

th e warning that Jesus is sending out to all of us, is

to keep our relationships in a healthy state.

So in your relationships with your parents, your

neighbou r or people whom you come into contact

with ; and your wife or husband; may it be on e that

is wholesome and unified like God meant it to be.

Ev en in yourself, you know that there is nothing

better than to b eblessed in what God has giv en you .

And what h e has given to you to en joy ,do so in the

right way that builds up his kingdom. He has giv en

us each other because we all do b etter tog ether. Let

us build his kingdom; not destroy it and ourselves in

th e same pro cess.

We all know better th at that because we are God’s

special child ren . He lov es u s like he loves his d ear

Son Jesus Ch rist. In fact, who you are in Christ and

what sort of relationships you should be en joying

with all those around you. If you don’ t feel sp ecial

and are in doubt about some of th e things I’v e said ,

th en listen to these scriptu res tak en fro mthe Bible.

In Christ you are God’s child [John 1:12], you are

Christ’ s friend [John 15:15], you have b een justified

[Romans 5 :1], you are untied with the Lo rd, and in

one spirit with him [1 Corin thian s 6:17], you have

been brought with a price, you b elong to God [1



Corinthians 6:20], you are a member of Christ’ s

body [1 Corinthians 12:27], you are a saint

[Ephesians 1:1 ], you have been adopted as God’s

child [Ephesians 1:5], you havedirect access to God

th rough the Holy Spirit [2:18], you h ave been

redeemed and forgiven all your sin s [Colossians

1:14 ] and you are complete in Christ [Colossians

2:10 ].

Just to conclude, when you’reh aving a lonely, hard ,

and rough time and feeling blue because your

relationship [s] has turned sour fo r whatever reasons

and your world is tu rned upsid e down; give it all

over to God. He is the h ealer, rock and salvation for

uniting all of us into a relationship th at will last

fo rev er. Amen .

The pea ce o f God, which passes a ll

understa nding, keep yo ur hea rts and minds in

ChristJesus. Amen.


