THE FOOLISH AND THE WISE BUILDER.

TEXT: MATTHEW 7:21-29.

THEME:
To huild a =olid relationship with Jesus on afirm
foundation, & in the fourth, fifth and sixh

commandments!

Grace, peace, and mercy, from God theFather,
andthelord JesusChrist.

| want to gat with a senonillustraion to get our
thinking invadved with God’s word this nmorning.
‘Thegreat architect Frank Lloyd Wright was given
the chdlenge of building the Inperid Hotel in
Tokyo, one of the most eathquakeprone citiesin
the word. Wright's invedigation showed tha a
solid foundation could be "floaed" on a sxy -foot
layerofsoft mud underlying thehotd, which would

provide a shock-ab sorbing but solid support for the
immense building. Shortly after the hotel was
conpleted it withsood the worg earthqueake in
fifty-two y ears, while lesser buildings fell in ruins
around it.’

Thepoint | want to meke about this illugration is
tha thisarchitect wasquite aclever manin thefact
tha hebuilt a solid building over a soft foundeion,
which withsood theimpad ofthewors earthquake
to hit Tokyo in some time! Maybe thisguy knew
something of the Bible and he was awae of the
parable ofthe' The Foolish and Wise Builder”.

How about us how arewe going to $and when an
earthquake hits us individudly and sh&es our
foundations to the core? How is our relationship
with God; how isthat going? Isit srong or wesk?
Are we gill going to be stending while other
buildings arefalling around us?



In nmy life | have experienxcad some horrible,
shoding events tha have rocked and shodked my
wordview, faith and foundaionsin Chiig; to the
core. And if my foundaion were nat grounded in
Chrig, then | don't think | would behere.

You too may havet&ken a bateing and survivel
your drames intact. No one likes bad things to
hgpen to them but it doeshgpen and wehaveto
deal with it and hopefully we come out of it dl the
better b ecauseof it. Job was severely put to the test
by God and through it dl he knew that God wasin
control. He knew tha God would get himthrough
and hedid; hecangé usthrough all thetriasin our

lives.

How are our rdationships within our famlies
going? How is your reldionship in the church
going? Are you invovel with aiy groups or
fellowships? [leg night's Progressve Tea was

successful by those who atended] Can you get

involved?

And finaly, how is your relationship with people
out in the world, who are not in fellowship at the
moment? | ak that quedion because | bdieve we
can bemne too inaular in the church and can aut
oursdves mnpletdy off from the rest of the word.
We nedal to mk eourselves available to tho se who

aresearching for answers to theirirtud life.

Yes we are told to kep ourselv es from the world;
and that we are in the world but not of the world.
And | guess we can acconplish tha okay, but we
a ned to aval ourslves to those who ae
seking to come into a rdaionship with God and
into his community .

Chrigians are the nost likdy people whom they
would gproach for answers to their iritua

quegions and enquiries. And if wearenot available



to these peoplewhee elsewould they go to? They
could search and find answers in the wrong pl aces.
They could end up delving degp into mystiasmand
spiritismbut tha isnot theanswer to thetrue source
of spiritud fufilmnt that we can only get from
God.

But then agan, ifyou think | harewasted your time
by asking these quedtions, becauseyou havea firm
foundation in dl of these [may God continue to
blessyou] and then & me ask you this! What can
fradure dl those relaionships? Or wha would it
take to frecture dl of these? | pray that dl our
relationships ae that grong tha we totdly rdy on
Gad through thidk and thin for all wenead.

And as| sharedbdore, theeare sonme thingsin this
lifetha God ddiberatdy putsin front of our pahs
[trids, temptaions envies, etc] to seehow we reect
to thesesituations. It's aright to be tempted but if

wegiv ein to the ensnarement, then wegodown the

tubes. And/but hopeully we learn from mgakes
made to further avoid the pitfallsthenex timethey
come around. But if we're drong in our
foundations, then these entrapments and shaes
become an experience that we hal to go through
and we 4ill learn and smarten from it and are al

more th ebetter off, b ecause of it.

So | guessthe next question b ecomes: how easy or
how had is it to mend and heal dl those
relationships that have put you & odds in the firg
place? Theheding may be instantaneous provid el
tha everything ishanded ove to God to tke care
of. Orit could t&ke along time for heding to cmme
because bitterness has teken over in one or two of
the injured paties and the stuation feters and
lingers.

Last wek we looked & the first three
commandments and how tha canharean dfect on

our rdationships with God. Today in our senon



series we are looking at the fourth, fifth and sixh
commandments [thenext threg] in living in a solid
foundation and relaionship with God. So, let me
refresh you on what ae the fourth, fifth and sixh
commandments and what L uthe say ebout themin
his Smell Catechisnt?

Thefourth conmandment says, Honour your father
and your mother. What does this mean for us? We
are to fear and love God s0 that wedo not despise
and anger our paentsand othersin authority, but
resped, obey, love and sewve them So, in
oppostion to this how do we dishonour our father
and nothe?Wedo <0 by disrep ecting, disobeying,
not loving or saving them

The fifth commandment says: you shdl not kill.
What does this meanfor us? Weareto fea and love
God o tha we do not hurt our ndghbour in any
way, but hdp himin all hisphysica needs S in
oppostion to this, how do wekill end detroy each

other? We do 90 by te&king away our ndghbours
physical needs and hislife.

The sixth commendment sys You shal not
commt adultery. What does this mean for us? We
are to fexr and love God 0 that in neters of sex
our words and condud are pure and honoureble,
and hushand and wife loveand resped each other.
So in oppodtion to this, how do we benme
adulterousto exch othe and to God? We do 0 by
not conduding ourselvesin a pure and honourable
way ad by not regecting the husband or wife of
someonedsein the mrrect manner.

And if we want to continue to ignore God s
commandments and his rle, then verse 23 of
Matthew 7 gates Then | will tdl them plainly, 'l
nev @ knew you. Away fromme, you evildoerd' If
the foundation with God ison sh&ky ground, then
God will meke it inevitably oollgse, becaise he



cannot tolerate the sin in the person; heloves the

sinner,but notthedn.

Wecannothaveour ckeand et it; it hasto beone
way or theothe: we can only serveone nester as
we also head lag week. And if we've got our
Chrigian mask on thinking we can fool God, we re
kidding oursdves, because God sees straight
through tha.

Jesus wams us, 26 But everyone who hears these
wordsof mneand does not put themintopracticeis
lik eafoolish man who built his house on send . And
thewaming tha Jesusis sending out to dl of us,is
to keep our rda@ionshipsin ahedthy sate

So in your relationships with your parents, your
neighbour or people whom you mme into contact
with; and your wife or husband; may it be onethat
iswholesome and unified like God meantit to be.

Even in yoursdf, you know that there isnothing
better than tobeblessad in wha God hasgivenyou.
And wha hehasgivento you to enjoy ,do o in the
right way that builds up hiskingdom He hasgiven
us each other becausewe dl do bete togeher. Let
us build his kingdom not degtroy it and ourselvesin

the same pro cess.

We all know beter tha tha because we are God s
specid dhildren. Helovesuslikehe loves hisdear
Son Jesus Chiig. In fact, who you arein Chrig and
wha <ot of relationships you should be enjoying
with dl thosearound you. If youdon't fed specia
and aein doubt aout some of thethings I'vesad,

then ligen to these saiptures tek en fromthe Bible.

In Christ you are God’s child [John 1:12],you ae
Chrig’ sfriend [John 15:15], you have been jugtified
[Romans 5:1], you are untied with the Lord, and in
one pint with him[1 Corninthians 6:17], you have
been brought with a price, you bdong to God [1



Corinthians 6:20], you are a menber of Chrig’'s
body [1 Corinthians 12:27], you are a sint
[Ephesians 1:1], you have been adopted as God s
child [Ephesians1:5], you havedired acessto God
through the Holy Spint [2:18], you hase been
redeemed and forgiven al your sins [Coloss ans
1:14] and you ae completein Christ [Colossans
2:10].

Just to condude, when you rehaving alonely, hard,
and rough time and feeling blue because your
relationship [s] has turned sour for whatever reasons
and your word is tumed upsde down; give it all
overto God. Heistheheder, rock and salvaion for
uniting dl of us into a rd&ionship thea will lagt
foreve. Amen.

The peace of God, which passs all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in

ChristJesus. Amen.



