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Galatians 4:4-7 Adopted as Children of God

| onceread that the way you see God shgpesthe way you seethe church. If
God is ateacher then churchis aplace of learning. If God is apoliceman
then church is about rules and regul aions. If God is our Father thenthe
church is about family.

How doyou view this community we call church?

Each Christmas season I’'m reminded that God sees us as family. Paul
spells tha out; “ God sert his Son (a family term) born of awoman, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive— a
good education, rules to follow — no, so that he could adopt us as his very
own children” (Gal. 4:5 LivingBible) This saysto methat God is
interested in growingafamily.

In Jesus he has paid what it cost for us to be his legd children. As his
children heinvites usto cal him —Mr God — hardly. He has ‘ sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who cdls out * AbbaFather’.” (Gal.
4:6) Jesus was born tha we might cal God, Dad. God yearns for tha close
intimate relationship of Father and child.

Each Christmas season I’'m reminded that God has gven hislifethat |

mi ght be his son, that we might be his children. We are the children he
loves. And helovesto hear us cd |l him *AbbaFather’, Dad. God paid for
this withthelife of his Son Jesus. That’s how much God lovesyou and
eagerly desiresto hear you cal him *Dad’. That’s how much God eagerly
desires his family to love each other cd ebrating lif e together with him.

It saddens any parent’s heart when their children fight and thefamily is
stressed. That’s nat my god as afather, and it certainly isn’t our Heavenly
Father’'s god. He's gven his dl that we know we are loved and precious to
him, and treat each other the sameway, growing a his children and as his
family to maturity — reflectingthe very nature of Christ in dl we say and
do.

God' s not my teacher, he's not apoliceman, heis my dad. He' s adopted me
and has taught meto call him dad.

When kids are young often thefirst words they learn are*mum mum’ or
‘dad dad’. And those simple words bringjoy tother parents.

When Jesus' disciples asked him to teach them how to pray, wha was his
answer? Thefirst two words; ‘Our Father’. Cal me‘Dad’ you'remy loved
child who I’'m over the moon about. That was God’ s reponse whenyou
were baptised, whenyou were officid ly adopted as his child. A day of
great celebration to God — another child who will call me‘Dad’ and share
lifewith me. That’s God's great joy toshare his lifewith his children. That
they grow closer together as they grow in loving each other and knowing
thelovether Father has for them.

As God’s legdly adopted children we're not just left to our own devises,
we re not left to bring ourselves up. That's * Good News'. Our Dad loves
us, and wants his children to grow up heathy and srong, to grow up well
adjusted knowing the difference between right and wrong, growingto
become mature adults who know how to live and lovejust like ther old-
man.

Every Christmas season I’m reminded that God, my Heavenly Faher has
totaly invested himsdf in loving his family, that they might grow to
become al that he has dreamed possible. Why would we want to sell
ourselves short, just living by what everyone ese says ispossible?

Paul later in Ga atians spdls out the difference between growingto
maturity and being spailt.

“It is obviouswhat kind of life develops out of tryingto get your ownway
dl thetime repetitive, loveless, chegp sex; astinking accumul ation of
menta and emotiona garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness;
trinket gods; mag c-show religon; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat
competition; al-consumingy et-never-satisfying wants; abruta temper; an
impotenceto love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-
minded and lopsided pursuits; the vicious habit of depersonalizing
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everyoneinto ariva; uncontrolled and uncontrollabl e addi ctions; ugly
parodies of community; | could go on.” (Gal. 5:19-20 M sg))

Thisis NOT wha our Heavenly Father, our Dad has dreamed for his
precious children. Thisisn't what he's gven hislifefor. This doesn’'t
reflect the maturity he sopassionately seeks his childrento grow in. This
certainly doesn’t reflect therichness of life Dad has dreamed for you, his
precious child.

Paul continues; “ Thisisn’t thefirst timel have warned you, you know. If
you useyour freedom this way, you will not inherit God’ s kingdom.

But what hgppens when we live God' s way ? He brings gftsinto
our lives, much the sameway that fruit appears in an orchard —things like
affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We develop a
willingness to stick withthings, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a
conviction that abasic holiness permeates things and people. Wefind
oursdves involved in loya commitments, not needingto force our way in
life, ableto marsha and direct our energes wisdy.” (Gd. 5:22 M sg)

As children of God, our Dad has such high hopes and amazing dreams for
us. There's so much living Dad wants to share withyou, to enjoy withyou,
to experience together with you. It certainly would be ashameto waste it
on selfish consuming.

Dad doesn’t only come at Christmastime with gftsto enjoy, but he comes
daly wantingto flood our lives with gift to enjoy. He comes daily that we
might unwrap lifelived as his precious children, dearly loved by him. Our
Dad comes daily that we might unwrap the gft of maturity aswe grow
more and moreto reflect Jesus. Reflecting our family character in dl that
wesay and do, bringing great joy toDad.

Let uspray.

Dad, thanks for adopting me. Thank you for not leaving me to drag my self
up, but tha you guide and direct methrough the Holy Spirit. Forgve me
when I’ ve been stubborn, rebellious, determined to do things my way. Give
me ears to hear you speak and aheart to joyfully obey, doingyour will,
livingfaithfully as amember of your family. Thank you for Jesus, may |
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gow to be more and more like him, growingin maturity, gvingyou a
good reputation and keeping our family reputation sound. Amen.



