When
consderingthe‘One
Monthto Live series
ask yourself how God's
lovefor you will
motivate your regponse
tothisopportunity to
buil d community
between us, to grow in
my relaionship with
Jesus, and to support
others grow as Jesus
disciples.

I’'m surethere
will be areal postive
effed aswe
collecively spendtime
togeher with Jesus,
focused togeher one
living lifeto God's

gory.|’denoourage
youto take asmall rik
and get involved,
helping makethemog
of this opportunity
using thisresourceto
grow us asindividual s
and as Jesus
community.

Wha mativaes

motivated by your love
for usand being
preparedto risk losing
everythingtha we
might gain. Show us
thisweek wha is
motivating our adions
tha we might refledt
you moreand moreas
wetoo livemativaed

you? Le’sbelike May by your love risking

and daily respondto
Jesus lovewith; ‘1 am

everything believing
your right, doing wha

the Lord' s servant, may you' vecalled usto do;
it betomeaccordingto togo and make

your word.’

Let uspray.
Jesus, we thank and
praise you for being

disciples of all people
and to loveoneanother
aswe are lovehy you.
Amen.
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Luke 1:26-38

| haveabridf gdoryto  what would mativeyou off theTV).' David sent

gart with. Mary was a
girl who had everything
going for her. Great
friends, wonderful
parets— she wasthe
appleof theireye A
wonderful hunk who
she was engaged to,
and eagerly looking
forward to their
marriage. Life was
good; her future was
secure and exciting.
Wha do you think
would motivaeherto
risk it all?

Tha remindsme
of another gory; this
couple had everything,
their home was just
paradise, they had a
perfect open, trusting
relationdhip — each
other’ s best friend.
They enjoyedthe best
of everythingand had a
successful, fulfilling
career. Wha doyou
think would motivae
themto risk it all?

If you had
everything jus right,

torisk everything?
Which reminds
me of another person;
he had everything;
power, postion and
incredible wealth. He
was adored by people
He was successf ul,
|srael’ s wealthiedt.
Wha do you think
would mativaehimto
risk it al?
If you had power,
postion, wealthto do
whatever you wanted,
whenever you wanted,
what would mativae
youtorisk everything?
Tha’sthe gory
of King David. Hehad
everything we dream
of, then;" One evening
David got up from his
bed and walked around
onthe roof of the
palace. (Today he
woul d haveturned on
the TV) From the roof
(onhisTV) hesaw a
woman bathing. The
woman was very
beautiful. (timetoturn

someoneto find out
about ha — She cameto
him, and hedept with
her.” (2 Sam. 11:2ff)

Wha was David
thinking? He riks
everything, for wha?
He s mativaed by
what? Theneedto
have, lugt, just because
he could. He evatually
killsthiswoman's
husband to cover up
things. Wha oould
drive anormal person
to murder? W hat was
motivaing David' s
action?

God was
heartbroken:*“ |
anointed youking over
Israel, and | delivered
you fromthe hand of
Saul. | gaveyour
mastea’ s housetoyou,
and your mager’'s
wivesinto your arms. |
gave youthehouse of
Israel and Judah. And if
all this had been too
little, | would have
given you even more



Why didyoudespise  catadrophicto say the
the word of theLORD least. They gambled
by doingwhat isevil in everythingon the
hiseyes?(2 Sam. 12:7- serpent being right and
9) God being impotent.
Wha would They log!
motivate you to risk Wha would
losing everything for a mativae youto risk
momentary expeience? losng everything, to
The couplewho believe God doesn’t

word.” Thentheangel
left her.” (Luke
1:37,38)

Mary isprepared
torisk everything
taking God at hisword.
Wha do you reckon
mativaed Marytoteke
thisrisk?

Wha would
motivate you toteke
such ahuge risk, arisk
tha involvesyour life?
But tha’slifeisn’t

had everything were mean what he says?
Adam and Eve. Their Mary was also
backyard was quite faced with the risk of
literally paradise.

Wha would

motivate you to risk
losing paradise for
death?

“The serpent
told Eve, ‘You

it — were risking
our vey liveswith

What Motivates You? thedecisonswe

make. T ha means
knowing what
motivaesusis

won’'t die. God knows losing everything —
that themoment you ea losing her reputaion,
fromthetree, you'll see casting doubt into her
what’ sreally goingon. relationship with her
You'll bejust likeGod, parets, andthe very
knowing everything, real risk of losing her
ranging all theway fiancée Mary’ sworld
from goodto evil.’ isabout to beturned on
When Eve sawtha the it’shead. She'sbeing

tree looked like good  askedto risk

eating and realized everything.

what she would get out Let'shea again
of it — sheé d know Mary' s responds; the

everything! — shetook angel finishes—*“...no
and atethefruit and word from God will
then gave sometoher everfail.’ ‘| anthe
husband, and he Lord sservant, May
ate” (Genesis 3:4-6) ansnered. ‘May it be to
The result was me accordingto your

crucial.

Intwo ou of the
three examplesthe risk
wasn't worth it — wha
motivaed their ation
was wrong, andthe
outocomes were
catadrophic. Wha
motivaesyouto
action?

| know what
motivaed Jesusinto
action; “Thisishow
much God lovedthe
world: He gave his Son,
hisone andonly Son.
Andthisiswhy: sotha
no oneneed be
destroyed; by believing

in him, anyone can
haveawhole and
lasting life God didn’t
go to all thetrouble of
sending his Son merely
to point an accusing
finger, telling the world
how bad it was. He
cameto help, to pu the
world right

again.” (John 3:16,17

Message) _
God' s motive for

commandment: “We

we might know hislove

should honour, loveand for us.

trust God morethan
anything else.” Here's
our motivation, to live
lives tha honour God
aswe takehimd his
word; tha’strust, and
live ou hislovein all
we say and do.

Wha motivaes
me isapowerful thing
because tha’show |

What would it
take for youto risk
your comfort, pleasure,
security, traditions? At
Chrigmas God putsit
all ontheline, risking
being born your
brother, with no
guaranteetha people
will respond in loveto
hislovefor them. Jesus

sending Jesus was
hislovefor us.
Tha’swha drives
himto action, a
love which won’t
be contained but
hastoreachou to

was preparedto pu
hislifeonthe line
and risk everything,

What Motivates Jesus? just because there

was a posshility
that hemight be
ableto

ustha we might be s&t
free from snand
discover lifelived with
God, loved by God.

Tha reminds me
of Jesus words; “ By
this everyone will know
that you aremy
disciples. If youlove
one ancther.” (bhn
13:35) Jesusis
motivated to adtion
because of love, alove
he now plantsin our
heartsthat we might
aso livelives
motivated by hislove.

| likeLuther’s
explanaiontothefirg

know what my godid!
Thisweek | read inthe
book of James, again
and again thewarning
not to deceive myself.

breakthrough and
embraceyouin his
love.

Tha'sgood
news of gred joy. Good

“Do not merely lisento Newstha has

the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do
what it says.” (James
1:22)

motivaed our livesto

risk denying ourselves,
taking up our cross and
following Jesus, living

God snot intolip passonaely ashis
service, but hisgoal isa disciples, doing hiswill

lifetha ismativaed by
hisloving action for us.
Christmas reminds me
tha Godign't into lip
service, but tha his
lovehas motivaedhim
torisk everythingtha

that hiskingdom
comes.

Daily le’skeep
asking ourselves, how
isGod slovefor mein
Jesus motivating my
action?



