Paul had great joy
because Jesus gave
him areason to get up
each morningand
face the day, knowing
that hewas makinga
difference. Not just
living comfortabletill
the grave, but Jesus
had enlisted Paul in
his lifechangng
work — as Jesus
enlists al his
disciples. Paul had
great joy because he
wasn't chasingapipe
-dream but was
changngpeopl€e's
live, bringingthe
peace of God to them,
that they too might
not be victims of
circumstance but
God' s change agents
bringing his faith,
hope, love and joy
into being.

S0 Jesus comes again
this Christmas with
thegeat gft of joy.

Comes that we might
discover, rediscov er
thejoy that comes
from sharing God's
life, livingfrom his
love, knowing his
forgveness, being
shaped by God's
presence not left
despairing, void of
any real meaningor
purmpose, jus being
tossed here and there
by the whims of
circumstance.

What areaof your life
needs transforming

by the joyful presence
of Jesus?

This Christmas invite
himin as your feast
on hisword, asyou
openyoursef up and
bevulnerablein
relationship with him,
asyoutakethetime
topray for athers,
askingthe Holy Spirit
to show you how you
can make apositive

differenceinthelives
of the pegpleyou live
and associate with.

Let uspray.

Jesus free me from
simply respondingto
what happensin my
life. Fill mewith faith
inyou, withthe hope
you offer, withthe
loveyou gvethat |
mi ght shapewhat |
do to reflect the joy
of lifelived with you.
By the power of the
Holy Spirit andto
gveyou agea
reputaion shape my
thoughts, words and
actions to change the
world around me so
that thejoy of your
presenceis known.
Lord Jesus use meto
bringy ou kingdom
empowering meto
joyfully doyour will.
Amen.
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Isaiah proclamed
that theM essiah
would; “bestow on
them acrown of
beauty ingead of
ashes, the ail of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of
praiseinstead of a
spirit of despair.”
Sounds good to me,
I'll have some of that.

Who wants to replace
mourningwith joy ?1
reckon everyone.

At Chrigmas time
we real focused on
world peace, doing
away with dl that
causes peopleto
mourn replacing it
withjoy. Chrigmasis
atimeof joy; thejoy
of family gatherings,
thejoy and
excitement of
presents being
opened, and my
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favourite, thejoy of
fessting. | reckon
everyone wants world
peace, to replace
mourning with joy .

Widl I’'ve got good
news for youtoday; |
know thejoy boy,
and it’s not the big
man in thered suit,
it’s the man who was
born that firg
Christmas Day . Jesus
isthejoy gver.

Jesus gated am way
back about seven
hundred y ears before
his birth was to gve
us theoil of joy
instead of mourning,
agarment of praise
instead of aspirit of
despair. The gpostle
Paul encourages his
hearers with these

words; “Rgoicein
theLord dways. |

will say it again;
Reoicel” (Phil. 4:4)

Paul could easily
have moaned,

groaned and
complained. He wrote
many of his letters
from prison, and to
peoplewho were
causing problems.
Paul had plenty of
reason not to reoice.

In his letters he
writes; “ Fivetimes |
received from the
Jews thirty -nine
lashes”. Oneof the
reasons it was thirty -
nine lashes not forty
was because forty
strikes of the whip
were considered
lethal. Thewhip used
in such an instance
becameknown as a
‘cat of ninetails,
because it was made
up of severd whips



with lead wei ghts
attached at the end.
Often pieces of sharp
broken bonewere
laced in some of the
tallstotear avay &
the flesh when the
whip waswithdrawn
from thevictim’'s
body . Paul went
through it not just
once, twice, three
times, or four, but

Paul aso says, “Once
| was stoned.” This
statement is
incredible. It isnot a
comment on his days
in the drug culture of
thesixties. Thereare
not many pegplein
history who can write
on their resume that

they have been
executed. Paul was

say it again;
Reoicel” (Phil. 4:4)

This sort of joy isnat
naturd; it is
otherworldly and
only possible by the
abiding presence of
the Holy Spirit and a
heart willingto
surrender to thelove
of Jesus.

fivetimes. His
back must have
been one g ant
scar. M orethan
enough to make

Reoicein the Lord
aways

This sort of joy
doesn’'t comeina
gft under a
Christmas tree.
That joy isfun for

me complain.

But there s more;
“threetimes hewas
beaten with rods,
threetimes
shipwrecked,
spending anight and
aday inthesea” |
don’t know anyone
who has been
shipwrecked, let
adonethreetimes. If
Paul gets on acruise
ship, get off a the
next port.

stoned in Lygraand
left for dead under a
pile of rocks. But he
rose from the pile,
brushed off the dust,
and waked right back
into townto preach to
the people. What sort
of motivation is this?
Where does it come
from? How can
someone likethis be
stopped?

Thisistheguy who
say's; “ Rgoicein the
Lord dways. | will

awhile but
evgporates as quick
asyouredisethere
are no batteries.

Thejoy Jesus gvesis
adways fully charged,
ready to changethe
world welivein,
ready to change me,
sothat | don't live
fromwhat | get but
raher fromwhat 1’'ve
got. So now in Jesus |
havethe power to
shapetheworld
around me rather than
havetheworld

around crush meinto
its depressing form.

Thejoy boy of
Christmas didn’t let
the grave crush him
into its dgpressing
form; he burst out
rgoicingin his
Father’s amazing
grace. Jesus gives the
oil of joy instead of
mourning. Death

happens tothem.
They’renad slavesto
ther environment, to
other people’ s whims.
No Jesus comes to
shapetheworld so
that hisjoy of life
might permeste our
lives, fillingus with a
fath, ahope, alove
that can never be
extinguished. Jesus

didn’'t sit donein
thoseprisons, the
livingGod inthe
person of the Holy
Spirit sat therewith
him; gving Paul
hope, fath, love and
joy. Paul lived from
what he had not from
what hedidn’t have.
Paul isaloved child
of God. Paul isa
citizen of Heaven

doesn’t shgpe his
life, the grave
doesn’t shgpe
Jesus, Jesus
shapestheworld

Jesus shapes theworld,

offering joy

with Jesus as his
King. In Jesus
God choseto
share his lifewith
Paul, livingwith

offeringjoy.

If Jesus or Paul had
let the circumstances
they found
themselvesin
determinetheir life
they bath would have
become cynica and
disillusioned, they
would have lost any
sense of joy and just
felt that life had
become areal drag

But Jesus and his
servant Paul don’t
live from what

comes into our lives
that we might have
joy instead of
mourning.

Rgoicingin being
dive, not because
nothingever goes
wrong, but because of
who has cometo
sharetheir lifewith
us. In Jesus, God has
cometo share hislife
with us.

Thisisn't jug some
future dream, but a
present redity. Paul

him in each and every
circumstance he
found himségf in.

Paul’ s joy camefrom
deep within him, a
precious gft fromthe
joy-boy himsdlf,
Jesus. Paul’ s joy from
Jesus, often
overflowed changing
the situation hewas
in. So wefind Paul
singng and praising
God whileheisin
prison, changngthe
Jalers lifeforever.



