PEACEM AKING —-THE SLIPPERY SLOPE OF
CONFLICT.

TEXT: Matt 16:13-20.

(from New Internationa Version)

THEME: Conflict provides opportunity, so that a the

end of the day we should be a peace with each other.

Grace, peace and mercy, from God the Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

During the latter haf of the previous week, alot of you
cong egetiond members may be aware that Pastor’s
Conference and Synod was on; and you may aso be
aware that the theme for those days was simply ‘ Sharing
the Faith’. | was very intereted in hearing our new
Mission Director Seen Olsen preach his sermon last
Sunday, which was aso quiteinspirationa to hear.
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At Pagor's Conference [which is dways an inspiring
time], one of the Lecturers’s who delivered his paper and
speech on the topic of “Pure Joy”; took my thoughts to
another leve of reflection and excitement, because it was
so upliftingto hear that dl his materia was Bible based.

Even though thereis joy in the ministry [which anyonein
the ministry will tel you], there are the occasions when
there will the difficult times when pastors can sruggle.
This evidence is obvious because you may know of
someone who left because of depression or were simply
burnt out. This, of course, comes with the territory, but
the wider view of things [the big picture] is that both
times of joy and frudration; levels itsdf out in the Word

and Sacrament ministry.

For your benefit, let me share some of that ‘purejoy’ that
I’ve experienced over the time I’ve been here in the role
of the second pagor. They are when I've greeted you at

the door and someone would comment on how the
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sermon had touched and spoken to them in some way.
And I’'m dso grateful of how God has used me to bring
His Word to al with whom | come into contact with.

| dso fed the joy when | see the smiles of recognition
that greets me when | visit members, in the hospitd,
elderly homes or home visits or when | am out and about
just waking the streets or something. This only further
affirms in me; that God's ministry is joyful, rewarding
and reassuring. And it dso affirms in me, that | have
been called into His ministry and tha wha | dois nat in
vain and of my own persona accord and volition. | have
been privileged to be in his employ to do his work and

not mine.

S0 now, let me now put tha same question to you as
followers of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. “Do
you still enjoy ‘pure joy’ in your daily wak with
Christ?’ | know wewill al come across confrontation at
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onetimeor another: and if you takeit in the proper light,
it an’t so bad. Slly statement; not redly?

If we took a Biblical view of confrontation and conflict
we would learn that God has explained why conflicts
occur and how we should ded with them. Because the
more we understand and obey wha heteaches, the more
effective we will be in resolving disagreements with
other people. The Bible tells us that there are four basic
responses to conflict. The first isthat they arise because
of misunderstanding, which results from poor
communication [Joshua 22: 10-34 [The Altar by the
Jordan]].

The second arise because of differences in vaues, gods,
gfts, cdlings, priorities, expectation, interests, or
opinions [Acts 15:39; 1 Cor. 12:12-31]. Thirdly,
competition over limited resources, such as time or
money, is a frequent source of disputes in the family,

churches and businesses [Gen. 13:1-12]. And fourthly,
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many conflicts are caused or agyavated by sinful
attitudes and habits tha lead to sinful words and actions
[James 4:1-2]. A word of encouragement though; conflict
is not necessarily bad because the Bible aso teaches that
some differences are naturd and beneficial. Since God
has created us as unique individua human beings who
have different opinions and how we all have different
persoective on things in general, we are aso encouraged
to express oursdves in what we fed.

In today’s gogpe text and lesson; we see the persona
redization of how Peter declared Jesus, the Christ and
Son of the living God. He expressed himsdf in what

confronted him; more or less aconflict within himsdf.

What’s more, Jesus affirmed Peter that this redization
comes from no where dse but from God. In fact, the
gpodle Peter, as you may be aware, was the i mpetuous
one of the Twelve Disciples. He was the one who mostly

used histongue first and his brain lag, which aways got
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him into hot water with Jesus, but this time it was

different. Hewas in Jesus’ harmony and favour.

And if you reflect on that; how do we keep in harmony
and favour with al in whom we come into contact with?
How do we keep good, friendly reationships with all
those around us? | ask this question, mainly because
conflict will inevitably come to dl in one form or
another. But the more important issue is how we dedl
with it and save face from both sides of the same story or

issues.

When this occurs, most Christians want to run away and
do the best they can to avoid this situation, but that is not
the solution, and sometimes facing problems and
overcoming them with solutions that honour God, is the

best outcome for al concerned.

When we look at the Sippery Sope of conflict, there are
three basic ways that people reppond. People can either
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escape, attack, or begin peacemaking responses. Let’s
just look at what is involved with each of these responses
individually. When we look a the escape response,
which most people are likely to do, sinply because they

are more interested in avoiding conflict rather than face
it?

If we do usethe escagpe reponse, we can go into denid,
which means that we pretend tha no conflict exists.
Otherwise we refuse to do anything to resolve the
conflict properly. Anather way to avoid conflict isto take
flight, which may include running away, moving house,
ending a friendship, leaving a job, file for divorce, and
change churches. These only pogpone a solution to a

problem.

The worg scenario for flight is attempted suicide and
actua suicide, because people beieve tha al hope of
solving a conflict is gone and that there is no way out.

Suicide is never the right way to solve a conflict; and
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tragicaly, if you look at our society today, many have
taken this way out.

And if people use the other response of atack; which
includes assault, litigation and murder, we come across
another extreme. So, when people can no longer ignore,
cover up or run away from ther problems, these are the

extremes that people useto solve their conflicts.

But if people seek the middle road and use the
peacemaking responses then peace and harmony can be
established in ther lives again. There ae three
peacemaking responses that ae referred to in the

Peacemaking book and process.

They ae, overlook an offense, which can be done
persondly and privatdy, where people seek ‘God's
wisdom to gve you patience [Prov. 19:11]. This is a
form of forgveness and involves a deliberate decision

not totak, dwdl, grow into apent up bitterness or anger.
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The second is to seek reconciliation; if the offence istoo
serious to overlook because it has damaged a
rdationship. Matthew 5:23-24, tels us tha if your
brother has something against you, tha you go and be
reconciled.

Then thirdly, there is negotiation. This is where people
work through the proper channels that peopl€e's rights
should berespected. We al havetheright to be respected

regardless of what others may think of us!

Weve just briefly looked a the ‘Slippey Sope of
conflict’ in a nutshel, which | hope you've got arough
understanding of. So, as long as you have an idea of
where this theme is taking us, or this may be ‘old
knowledge that you went through when your life had
struck crisis point, | hopeyou gain something out of this
short series of which will be four instaments.
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| will now summarize and draw thisto aclose. When we
looked at the extreme responses to conflict, they resulted
in geater losses. either suicide or murder. This is so
because every response to conflict, costs you something,
you mus gve up something to gan another. And
persona peacemaking is the best result, which is worth
al the time, effort and energy pu into it, epecidly if
you reach and atan ageement from a spiritud
standpoint.

Some other interesting contrasts between the different
responses of flight or fight are tha when we resort to
flight and escape: we am generdly focussing on ‘me'’. |
am looking for what is easy, convenient and non-
threatening. Then when | focus on ‘you’ or blamingyou,
| am expectingyou to gve in and solve the solution.

Findly, there is a difference in the end result to these
responses. When a person definitdy seeks a

peacemaking response to conflict, there is every chance
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that they will succeed in that resolve, and he or she will
see reconciliation with the other injured party. All this
though, has to be done in a way that honours God, and
we are truly freeto love him and each other with purity.

Amen

The peace of God which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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