WHO LESOME THINKING.

TEXT: Isaiah 55:1-5.

THEME:
Let us do some wholesome thinking by getting back to
God'sword and kespingiit.

Grace, peace, and mercy, from God the Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Are you free from worry or are there things buggng
you? What are the main thoughts/worries/woes tha play
on your mind al the time? What is constantly sitting
therethat you can't get rid of ?

Is it, family problems? Too many bills? Worries about
the Future? Cares of the world? Car needs reparing?
House problems? Your best friend has hurt you and

doesn’'t want to be your friend anymore? Someone has
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died and you miss them? You are lonely? M oney
problems; you've got too much of it? The world is

screwed up and nothing makes sense any more!

These are just probing questions, let’s dig a bit deeper!
What actudly keeps you going? What is red to you?
What keeps you ticking and sane? Perhaps the things |
rattled off asproblems are the same things that kegp you

going?

Intoday’sworld thereisa big grey area atributed to life
and issues in genera. No longer are things clear cut;
ether black and white, right or wrong, there is this big
gey areathat can justify both sides of the story so that
every wins! For an hour or two you wéach theTV in the
evening and you view shows such as Friends or Two and
aHaf M en, etc. The messages they send through blur the

lines; even though it may beworth afew laughs.
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They tdl you that it is okay to bend therules just alittlel
The message is coming through loud and clear that it’s
okay to have sex outside of marriage, etc. alot of people
watch this show because the characters are someone they

can identify with and they go out and do the same thing.

Soesking of the TV, some adverts clearly tel you that
you need dl the modern gzmo's to make your life
complete. For instance, the Ab-buster will get rid of all
your unwanted flab, gve you a Vee shaped body
everyonewill admire, perhaps it could make adifference

to my mid section, but God loves mejust as | am!

All these things cost money, everything these days has a
cost dtached toit, nothing is free. You pay through your
nose just to kegp your head above water [food is

becomingdearer dl thetimeg].

So let’s compare it to wha our Old Testament reading is

telling us. The opening sentence invites the hearers to
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"Come, dl you who are thirgy, come to the waters”.
There is beauty in that satement; a pure and simple,
straight from the heart invitation to quench your third.
The Lord himsdf is holding out his hand to anyone who
hears this, to come and get what is fredy gven with no
strings atached. When you look a it in its proper
context, everything we have in life is a gft from God.
Who gave you life? A hedthy body? Good fundioning
bran?Wheredid it dl comefrom in thefirst place?

A lot of freebies gven out today have some sort of catch
to it, nathing is gven for free. With the Lord it is a
completdly different matter, he owns dl creaion and
everything in it, and more importantly, he is willing to
gve you absolutdy everything including eternd life if
we but accept his gfts; and then with a humble heart.

As you know life can get us down! Why does it get us

down? It gets us down because of many reasons, but
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more so, because we don’'t give God the glory and

honour for what he has donefor us.

Continuing on from the second pat of the verse | just
read, it goes on to say: ‘and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without cost’. That may be a tricky one,
because of the world we live in today, money is a
commodity that we need to obtain and purchase things.
We need it to buy a house [if you can afford it], car,
food, petrol, dc, etc; without it, we will struggle to live.
Idedlly, you purchase things and take care of it; and it
will take care of you, i.e. house, car.

Remember not to idolise what you have or let it possess
you. Sure, we can take things for granted because it is
ours, but we don’t make it the only thing in our lives. A
lot of pegple think, wha | slaved for | own, and it is al
M INE, and [by crikey] no one can take it from me. Let

me stretch you, take for instance, a marriage; two people
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want to betogether they love each other and want to be
together forever. What they have to recognise first, is,
they don't own each other.

Once they are married, the husband shouldn’'t think that
now that we are married and she is MINE then | can do
whatever | likewith her. And a lot of husbands think and
have thought like that, and that’s where abuse begns.
And once that happens, dreams are broken, injuries and
murder happen, marriages lead to divorce. And the same
situation applies to the wife, she is not his, but a gft to
be treasured, she is not to nag him to death. It goes both
ways. Everythingwe have is a gft from God and dl that
we have come from him in thefirst place and if we share
what we have then God' s kingdom can continue to grow.
Remember, we don't take anything out of this world with

us.

The best thing we can do in this day and age of many

voices trying to take our attention: is to get our thinking
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straight, and to filter out all the negative things that are
beingaimed at the selfish parts of our minds and the core
of our vanity. Tha's where the media and Satan are
makingtheir attacks. They want to get youto believe that
you deserveto let your hair down and think solely about
spoilingyourself and not on others; after dl, you deserve
it. Think of number one first and to blazes with the rest
of them. Don’'t get me wrong there is nothing wrong in
being spoilt, but if you exclude everyone and take
everything out of your life, then it will become a sole

existence.

Christians are meant for fellowship in dl that we say and
do. Things are always done better together, such as
worship, praying, meeting, encouraging and sharing lives
and meals with each other. After dl, it is God's design
that we are dl going to spend dernity with each other,
forever. We may aswel get used to that ideain this life,
rather than later. When we meet, communicate and

fellowship, we find that we are not drangers to each
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other but that we are family. When we get to heaven it is
going to be full of people, and the best thing is that we
won’'t be done, but be with people who have the Lord in

common with each other. Heis our unifyingfactor.

Verse 3 ‘Give ear and come to me, hear me, that your
soul may live. | will make an everlasting covenant with
you, ny fathful love promised to David.” We know the
story of David, which should gve us al hope. The
covenant that God made with David held firm because
God made it. Therewas atimewhen David was far from
God, living with the enemy, the Philistines. He was
going to fight against his own people, but was sert back
because the Philistines didn’t trust him.

When he went back to ZiKlag [1 Sam 30] where he was
dwelling, enemies [Amd akites] raided the place and took
the women and children. So when David and his men
came back and saw theruination his men became poor in

spirit, and wanted to stone David there and then. What a
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situation he was in: he was on the run from King Saul
who wanted to kill him, his wives and his men’'s families
were kidnapped, his men were hating him wanting to
stone him, and in his heart, he was far from God [didn’t
cdl upon his name]. Y et, God made acovenant with him
to be king and eventuadly when dl was said and done, it

cameto passtha it wasso.

Even though David wandered far away from God, God
forgave David of his sins when he repented; and we
know some of the things that David done were absolutely
horrific and terrible. But when God forgives his own they
are forgiven; which means that when we ask for
forgveness and receive it; let us believe that we aretruly
forgven and to livethat reality. God knows who you are
and that you are redly worth it to him. Remember he

sent his Son from heaven to show his lovefor us.

Most of dl, God wants us to kegp our thinking

wholesome, straight and upon him at all times. AsI've
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stated, there are many voices ou there. It is the
wilderness and play ground of those who want to lureyou
into believing that they havethe solution to what is bes
for you; right now. They're telling you to forget about
others and indulge yoursdf to saturation point in what
they’ve got to sdl you. After dl you only live once and

you should make the best of it whileyou can.

On the ather hand: the final word is that God is inviting
every one to come to him; fredy and willingly; and his
promiseis; hewill satisfy and keep you in this world and
in the next. We can believe that voice with wholesome
thinking. Amen.

The peace of God, which passes dl understanding,
keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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