love. Thenineach Let uspray.
situation I'm not playing  Jesus thankyou for risking
games but joyfully | can  everything to love me.
livetruetowholamin  Grow meto ever greater
Jesus. So evenif dl the  maturity that all my
Situation callsfor is relationships arefilled
giving acup of waterto  with your love, that |
someonewho isthirstyit  don't hold back, being
flowsfrom a heart of half-hearted, to scared to
love, which genuinely risk. May | risk
seeksto care. Then our everythingthat inal | say
lifeisn't anact to impress and do I'm atrue
or get something for me,  reflection of you. May |
but we areloving whole-  risk everything that your
heartedly just asweare  lovefindstrue expression
loved. We'renot testing;  intheway | treat the
being adavetofearand peoplel live work and
insecurity, but joyfully, play with this week. Fill
freely, whole-heartedly me with the Holy Spirit
weloveaswe areloved. that | putit all onthe nose
and don't hedge my bets,
because | know | can trust
you completely.
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THE WIDOW’S OFFERING—AII or Nothing

Thisweek | heard about a
radio stationin Sydney
that was giving away
$20,000. That sounds like
agenerous offer. | would
be happy if someone gave
me $20,000. But there
was only one catch.

There' salways a catch.
This couple had to bet the
$20,000 on asingle horse
in the Melbourne Cup.
They couldn’t go for a
place, it had to be onthe
nose. All or nothing.

They couldn’t hedge their
betsto minimise their risk
of lose. It wasdll or
nothing, otherwise
someone el sewould get
the chance. Of coursethe
good thing was they were
risking someone else’'s
money. If they'd come
and taken the money out
of their own account the
risk factor would have
risen dramatically. If

they' d taken the money
out of my account | would
have moved quite quickly
from and interested
observer to a passionate

Mark 12:38-44

participant. That's
$20,000 of MY dollars!

And it would have
grabbed my attention a
wholelot moreif | only
had $20,000 in the bank.
All or nothing takeson a
much riskier sound. I'd
rather they hedged their
bet and went for the place.
You don't win as much
but you don't loose as
much either.

In the Gospel Reading for
today we have atrue story
about awoman who risks
everything and buts her
money on the nose. She
doesn’t hedge her bets
with risk management.
It'sdl or nothing.

“Many rich peoplethrew
inlarge amounts.
(impressive, but they can
afford it) But apoor
widow came and put in
two very small copper
coins, worthonly a
fraction of apenny... The
wedlthy al gave out of
their wedlth; but she, out
of her poverty, putin

everything — all shehadto
live on. (she risks
everything, withholding
nothing. She's got
everything to

loose)” (Mark 12:41-44)

How do you live? Do you
try and play it safe or do
you risk everything?

In lifethere aretimes and
situationsto play it safe
and there aretimesto risk
everything. Timesto hold
nothing back but to invest
your all.

The story of Ruth is about
awoman who risks
everything, investing her
lifein her mother-in-law.
Ruth risks leaving the
country she knows; the
language, the customs, the
comfort of fitting in. She
risks leaving everything
remaining faithful to her
mother-in-law. Ruth
doesn’t hold back but puts
ital onthenose. It'sal
or nothing.

Ruth’'s sister-in-law
Orpah doesn't risk life



with Naomi. After al
what has Naomi to offer?
Insecurity, avery
uncertain future with no
obvious means of support.
Naomi isawidow ina
country with no pension,
or any socia security, but
Ruth risks everything. Her
rel ationship with Naomi
isn't one of convenience,
she hasinvested herself
completely; come hell or
high water. Ruth leaves

loves Naomi, abandoning
her to be comfortable
doesn’'t comeinto the
equation. Ruth seeksto
love Naomi with her al.
Naomi isn’'t acommodity
to be used to enhance
Ruth’'slife, she'sa person
Ruth has been called to
love by God. So she risks
ital.

How do you livewhen it
comesto relationships?

With Jesus when it comes
to loving you he gives his
all, withholding nothing.
Jesus doesn’'t give alittle
testing the watersto see
what your response will
be, so that he can safdy
retreat if he doesn’t get
what he wants. Jesus
commitment to you and |
isreflected in that
Widow'sgiving. He gives
hisall, because he loves

behind what she
knowsandis
comfortablewith for
the unknown, and
potentially alife of
extreme poverty and

risk everything?

you and trusts the
Father to dwayslove

Do you play it safeor him-

The Widow fredy
gave al she had, with

hardship.

What would you have
done? Orpah took the
option with the most
chance of success. She
didn’t leave her country,
and remained where she
would have the greatest
security, with her family
and with the hope of
remarriage. It made sense
for Orpah to abandon
Naomi. There was
obvioudy moreinit for
her to stay.

Ruth doesn’t see Naomi
as expendable. Ruth
doesn't weigh up what her
best optionsareto gain
the most for Ruth. She

Do you play it safe or risk
everything?

In Australiawe have the
insanity of living together
before marriage to make
sure the other person lives
up to our expectations, so
if things don’t workout
you can aways bail out.
Wearebeingleadto
believe that hedging your
bets, withholding yourself
till you fedl it issafeand
the other person livesup
to your expectationsisthe
way to go. Thank God
Jesus doesn't love that
way, otherwise I’ d have
been abandoned along
time ago.

no strings attached. |
don’t think shewas
expecting to come back
later and take some out
when the need arose. |
don’t think she gave
trying to impresstherich
so they' d look favourably
on her and give her more
money than she gave
away. | don't think the
Widow was playing
games; she smply was
trusting the God who had
committed himself to her
and her nation. Shewas
trusting him with her life,
trusting hislove.

Jesusloves ustotdly. He
was born your brother.
That’s not ahalf measure.

He chose to be known as
one with you; friend of
sinner. That'sone of the
reasons he was crucified.
How could the Messiah
associate with the likes of
those, he must be afraud.
To which Jesus answered;
“It is not the healthy who
need adoctor, but the
sick. But go and learn

crucified, rather than deny

you.

And deathis definitely
giving your al. You can't
hold alittle back to make
sure the people you're
dying for areworthit. In
Jesus case, they weren't.
But that’sisn’t why he
died for them. Jesus dies,

very character of God,
because they flow from
the very love of God to us
in Christ Jesus through
the Holy Spirit.

| find this story greatly
encouraging, not because
| love perfectly but
because Jesus has given
and continuesto give

what thismeans: ‘| desire taking the penalty of sin  himself completely for

mercy, not sacrifice.” For on himself that wemight me, for you, for al

| have not cometo call the liveunder thegraceand  people.

righteous, but

sinners.” (Matthew That’swhat our

9:12,13) ) ] second reading from
Jesus risks everything.  Hebrewsremind us;

| like theway Jesus right now,

Peterson putsitin his

today, is till giving

paraphrase; “ When
the Pharisees saw Jesus
keeping this kind of
company, they had afit,
and lit into Jesus
followers. “What kind of
exampleisthat from your
Teacher, acting cosy with
crooks and riff-raff?
Jesus, overhearing, shot
back, ‘Who needs a
doctor: the hedlthy or the
sick? Go figure out what
this Scripturemeans: ‘ I'm
after mercy, not religion.’
I’'m hereto invite
outsiders, not coddle
insiders.” (Matthew 9:11-

13 Message)

Jesus would rather be
ridiculed, yes even

blessing of God, simply
because helovesus.
There' snothinginit for
him, except the pure joy
of loving you, freeing you
to live that same love.

Jesusrisksit al, he
doesn't hedge his bets
because then hislove
wouldn’'t betrue.

I think Jesus highlighted
this Widow not to teach
me how to use my money
but more how to live my
life. How to investin
other people and grow
healthy, strong
relationships.

hisal for us. Right
now heisour High Priest,
the one who stands before
God for us, so that we can
always be certain in Jesus
we are loved.

What wonderful certainty
this story gives; knowing
without a shadow of
doubt that Jesus gives his
al from me. Now | can
livefrom that certainty
seeking to love those
around me the same way.
| can giveusthesilly
notion of testing the
waters, living together to
seeif the other person
deservesmy loveor is
right for me. | canlove

Relationships that bear the othersfrom aheart full of



