together, based on his
love for you.

Let us pray.

Jesus thanks for
loving us. | want to
live set apart for you.
Grow me closer to
you, and help meto
introduce you to other
people that together
we can share your life
with you, always.
Amen.
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GOD’S GRACIOUS GRIP.

“For God so loved
the world that He
gave his one and only
Son that whoever
believesin him shall
not perish but have
eternad life.”

John 3:16

Today we are
reminded of one
simple but essentid
truth. All roads don’t
lead to Rome. All
ways don’t put me
right with God. In
fact we believe there
isonly one way. That
was spelt out in our
second reading:
“Whoever has the
Son has life; whoever
does not have the Son
of God does not have
life.” (1 John 5:12)

It'svery smple,
that’s why Jesus
prayer in our Gospel
reading is one for

3:16

unity, unity through
faith in him. Jesus
prays that we believe
that the Father sent
Jesus, and we're
caledtolivealife
lived set apart for
Jesus. There just
simply isn’'t any other
way to live at peace
with God. There
simply isn’'t any other
way to beforgiven
and live life with God
as his precious child,
whom heiswell
pleased with.

That's al'so what John
3:16 clearly reminds
me of. Itiswhen |
place my faithin
Jesus that | have
eterna life, and there
isonly one Jesus. We
don’'t have multiple

Jesus' . We don't have

aBudda Jesus, or a
Hindu Jesus, or a
Good Bloke Jesus.

Thereisonly one
Jesus, and that’ s the
person who has
revealed himself to us
through his birth, life
here on earth, death
and resurrection.
That’ s the only way
that we are saved.
That’s the only
person who has the
power and authority
to declare you
forgiven, to declare
you achild of the
Father through the
water’ s of Baptism.

If someoneis nice
will they be saved? If
I’'m nice can | make
God love me? Of
course not, because if
my relationshipis
dependent on my
niceness, on my not
making mistakes, on
me not having foot-in
-mouth disease, I'm
sunk. It’s not love,



it's manipulation, and
that just plainly isn’t
Jesus. He hasn't
come to manipulate
you, to offer you a
deal you can't refuse.

That’swhy | think as
Jesus’ community we
need to be very
careful in the way we
present ourselves. |
fear that at times|

wondered about
whether we should
advertise church
services at al,
because | don’'t have
aserviceto offer.

What was the first
thought you had
when | said we don’t
have a serviceto
offer?

himself. Jesus’
community isn’t for
sale, just as Jesus
loveisn't for sale.
Love by it's nature
must always be afree
gift. Jesus freely;
“made himself who
had no sinto besin
for us, so that in him
we might become the
righteousness of
God.” (2 Cor.

act asif I'vegot a
wonderful product
that will make
people’slives

All | haveis Jesus

5:21)

And Jesus has
sent us out into

fantastic. If you
only had this product
your life would be
much, much better.
Do we ever use
advertising talk to sell
the church, trying to
entice people to take
up this fantastic offer,
to buy our product?

| don’t have a product
for sale. | don’t have
the best club, filled
with the nicest
people, where
nothing unpl easant
will happen to you. In
thelast years|’ve

Jesusis not a service
to offer. Jesusisa
living, breathing
person, who has
made the choice to
love you, to sacrifice
himself that you
might know without
doubt that he loves
you.

To Jesus you are not
aproduct to consume.
To Jesus you' re not
something he needs
to have to feel good
about life, to prove

the world, just
like the Father sent
him out; “Asyou
(Father) sent meinto
theworld, | have sent
them into the

world.” (John 17:18)
Jesus didn’t come
selling the best * god-
product’ on the
market. To sell God
isto prostitute him,
and I’'m sure that
wasn't on Jesus’
mind.

Rather Jesus said;
“For them | sanctify
myself — sanctify

means to set apart.
Jesus set himself
apart to do the
Father’swill in the
way he loved us with
his life —that they too
may be truly
sanctified.” (John
17:19) That weto
might be set apart to
share life with Jesus.
Toliveinaloving,
intimate

might share life with
him, knowing his
love for them. Not
feeling manipul ated,
or threatened to do

the right thing or else.

| don't have aservice
tosdl: al | haveis
Jesus to introduce.

All | haveis Jesus

Jesus. No matter how
nicel think I am, no
matter how
successful | am, no
matter how just | am,
if I don’t know Jesus,
if I haven’'t been
introduced to him |
can’'t accept his offer
to share hislife with
him.

Thank God we do

relationship with
God through
Jesus. And heis
the only way.

Jesus offers a
Relationship

know Jesus.
Thank God we are
able to introduce
people to Jesus

Jesus doesn’t offer a
product but a
relationship. A
relationship which is
solely based on his
choiceto loveus, to
win forgiveness for
us that we might
build aliving vibrant
relationship with God
through him.

And wonderfully that
iswhat Jesus has
empowered us to do,
to introduce our
friends and family to
Jesus that they too

who wantsto build a
relationship with you
that is based on his
heart of love, love for
you, because that’s
who heis. Jesusisn’t
faking it, that’swho
heredly is.

If you're not
introduced to Jesus
you can't build a

relationship with him,

you can’t know his
love for you. | can
introduce you to
millions of people,
but there is only one

and not try and
sell some product.
Thank God he chose
to give himself out of
love, that he was
sacrificed to pay for
the forgiveness of
sins, so we can stop
sacrificing each other
to meet our needs.

| don’'t have the latest
and greatest product
to meet al your
needs, all | haveis
Jesus who wants you
to get to know him,
and to say yesto his
invitation to sharelife



