LIVE PASSIONATELY.

TEXT: Luke 5:18-20; 24-26 (N1V)

THEME: To live passionately for God, and for the
lifethat God has gven youto live.

Our text for today comes from Luke 5: 18-20; 24-
26. If you knew you had one month to live, how
would you live your life? Good questionisn't it? |
guess that if we took stock of our situaion; we
would realize what was important and remove the
things or obstaclesthat hold us back in life

There are four main pointsthat | would like to look
a today, [1] Do something drastic; [2] Expect the
unexpected; [3] Create God space and [4] Keep a
congant remainder. Thesewill come up duringthe

course of the sermon.
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Our main theme today is passion. Wha are you
thinking of when | say the word ‘pasion’. A
hedthy lovelife, perhgps? Or M d Gibson's movie,
‘The Passion’, tha I’'m sure we' ve all seen since it
came out afew years ago. In a nutshell, passion is
something that we have ayearning for with a bit of
enthusiasm thrown in as well. It is something that
happens to us & one time or another during our

lifetimes!

Today we want to put a bit of passion into pur
living, we want to live life passionately . When you
come to think about it, nothing ever happens
without passion. | guess this is what mativated the
gred musicians, M ozart etc, artigds, architects,
actars - dramatists etc. Passion pushes peple of al
kinds to seek, explore and discover new horizons,
new cures, seek new adventures, all because they
arefilled with this feeling deep within them.
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I’m hoping that over the duration of thisseries, you
will bereally passionate about livingyour life. Le’s
not just go through the mations of life, but be redly
passonate about our lives. After dl, the life welive
is the only onestha we'll ever livel So, let’s meke
it redly worthwhile

I'd like to believe that most of ws will rise to the
occasion and reinvigorate our zest for life once
more Let me share this: a few years ago, | was
watdhing Sixty M inutes [you may have seen this as
well] it showed a grl from Sydney [7 suffering
from anorexia and that if she didn’t get immediate
help, which was in the USA, then she wauld

mentally switch off from food and would die soon.

Her story was bad, but wha grabbed my attention
was ayoung boy of 13 or 14 wholived & the same
institution; he had the most sad, uninteresed look
I’ve ever seen on one so young His father had

rgeded him, and he seemel to have lost al hopeat
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everything, such a loving relationships, friends,
family, and life itsalf; his face haunted me for a
long time dter tha. No matter what anyone was
sayingto him, helooked asthoughhedidn’t believe
them and more tha that; he didn’'t seemto careor
know they weretheaeat all.

S0, can we lose our passion for life: we sure can?
“So love the Lord God with all your passion and
prayer and intelligence and energy.” Mark 1230
(Mg). To avoid losing our passion for the Lord or
our lives we can: Do Something drastic. In the
gospel lesson I'm using for today, verse 19, daes
that, When they oould not find a way to do this
because of the crowd, they went yp on the roof and
lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the

midde of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.

The crowd was kesping them from Jesus: so they
did somethingdrastic. They toreaholeintheroof! |
don’t know about you, bu that is somehing very
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dragtic indeed. Badk to the original quegtion, if we
knew we only had 30 days to live, wha would or
woudn't wedo in aur lives, if weknow that we will
neve, ever, pass this way again? We saw the short
clips before this series; some people sying they
woud eat more donuts, travel, and read the Bible
more etc. that repeated question is certainly a weke
up al to help us focus on living our lives without
regrés when lyingon our deathbeds.

If wewerefacing death inthe face with afew more
daysto live what would make our last days ajoy to
be leaving this world? What would we change or
wha would we meke better? One word tha keps
cropping up is reldionships. Pagor Tim uses this
word a lot in his sermons and in his illustrations
when he makes a point aout living the Christian
existence. Relationships ae the whole reason why
Jesus cameto do his Father’s will, so tha God can

have a rel ationship with each and every one of his
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creation. Jesus was willing to die so tha God can

gainus for his kingdom.

When we are in a good reationship with God, well,
who can hurt us? When we are in a good
relationship with each other, we are free to sy
things that will uplift themand todo things to show
that they are gecid in owr lives We can ask for
forgveness and gve forgiveness to those who have
sinned against us. This way we are left with no
lingaring haunting prospedsthat there isunfinished
business which we will have to take to the grave
with us. In fact you do what you have todo before

yourtimeisup.

So if we live in this dtitude al the time wha a
plessureit would be for al of usto be at peace with
the world and al those around us M ost of us have
morethan amonthto live so why don’t we makean
impeact, to make a difference, to leave an etema

spiritua legeey tha will last for years to come. We
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strugy e with too much clutter and overcrowding of

things in our lives, that wedon't find timeto dothe
things we should redl ly bedoing.

Thefriendsin our gospel gory didn’t let acrowd of
people stop them from getting thar friend to Jesus.
These friends tore a hole in the roof, to bring their
friend into Jesus' heding presence. This incident
occured aouple of thousand years ago, yet pemple
in this very day and age, are still inspired by that
Bible story. They knew tha if the crowd stopped
themthey would never have achanceto gt to Jesus
while he was there We only get on shot & life, we
can’'t afford to let gpportunities slip by us; because
once we're gone, there's no coming back. So once
we redize what is important in our lives, and
remove theobstacl es, we' ve done something drastic

to change our circumstance

Thenext pant wemove aong to: is to Expect the

Unexpected. Let’s refled first. When we firg
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became aware that we had lives to live, we

prioritized it, and came up with a plan tha would
last our whole lives through. But things don't
aways go a planned. There is dways something
that will come intoyour life that means you need to
make changes aong the way, theided life planis

now somewhat interupted.

The friends in the gospd story knew where Jesus
would be, they planned to take their friend diredly
to him, but they ddn’'t plan on the place, house

being packed out so that they could get their friend
to Jesus. When they encountered this they said, we

tried, now let’s give up and take our friend home.
They simply changed thdar plans. Haven't we dl
hadto do this at onetime or another? These friends
got aeative and went through theroof!

Then Jesus did something unexpeded, when he saw
ther faith, he said, “ Friend, your sns areforgven”.

No one was expeding him to hed him! That was
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totaly unexpected How many times have we
prayed to God asking for one thing and then
receving something conmpletely different? God
knows wha is bes for us, and the best thing we
could do isto thank him for it and for hearing and
answering our prayer.

The find point | want to make is: Create God
Spae. Verse 19 tdls us that, these men looked “...
into the middle of the aowd, right in front of
Jesus.” The point being that in the middle of the
crowd they created a gpacethat wasn't there so that
their friend could meet Jesus. Reflect on your life is
it thet crowded with things to do, mos of them out
of habit, or just away to keep our minds busy, that

we aowd God out of our lives?

When we @t timeto sit back and smell the roses,
we suddenly think, what would heppen if | was nat
here to do these things? Who would carry on?

Would it metter? And if | died right now, what
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would God say to me? Thepoint is that we need to
make time for God, to create a pace for him and
put him right in themiddle of it. Isn't he the onewe

worship and nat everythingelse?

Weread in the bodk of Mark, it tells us that Jesus
gets up early in themorning and goes to a solitary
place. The disciples go look for him and when they
find him they tell him tha the people ae looking
for him. Ingead of rushing and attending to their
needs he tdls the disciples, “Let's go somewhere
else”. Even Jesus had to create space so that he
spert time done with his heavenly Fathe. It didn’t
matter that he had to disgopoint people he made
time and scheduled his Father into his life so that
therewas away s communication between them.

Sometimes you mey need to dssppont pemple
because you can't dwas be running around
atending to their needs and negect the most
important need of taking time out to be with God.
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When you put Gad first, everything always tekes
careof itsdf, it dway s does.

The final point to make is to: Kegp a Constant
Reminder. In the gospe story thehealed men is told
to ‘take up you ma, and go home. Jesusdidn’t tell
that man to take that ma and throw it into the
rubbish bin, but to take it home even though he
woudn't beever using it again. But to keep it & a
keepsake and reminder that he was heded by the
grea physidan who performed amiracle in him.

We may have a constant reminde like that in our
homes, and perhgps we don't. But oollectively
togeher, our constant remanders that weare God's
own children are right herein church: thebaptismal
font and the dtar. We are constantly reminded of
our own baptism and Jesus saxifice and deah,
every time we witness a baptian and partake of

Holy Communion.
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Let us pray: heavenly Father, help us tolive alife
that you want us to live, a life that will have no
regres that there is unfinished business left upon
thisearth when wedie and come into y our presence.

Amen.
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