grace, mecy,
forgivenessand love.

In't it gred, asa
citizen of Heaven my
life isno longer about
chasing after what |
don’t have but
generoudy giving from
what | have. I’ m nat
shaped by my needs
and wants, by my
insecurities and the
happenings of life, I'm
shaped by my King,
Jesus, being
empowered tolivehis
identity into everything
| do, sotha his
kingdom comes and his
will isdone.

Just like we as
Australianshavean
identity, so we as
citizens of Heaven has
adedrable identity. It's
unAustralianto let
down your maes. It’s

not acitizen of Heaven
todo my will just
because it feels good at
the momat. | livetha
the Faha’ skingdom
comeandtha hiswill
is done, for the
kingdom, the power
andthe glory aehis.

Let uspray.

Our Father in heaven,
we thank youtoday tha
we are citizens of
Heaven. Jesus we ask
today tha we woul d
continually fill uswith
the Holy Spirit that we
might livefaithfully
doing your will sotha
your kingdom comes,
especially inthe way
we love one ancther as
you have commanded
us. May your kingdom
comeaswe go sent by

you, just asthe Faher
sent you, that may more
people might come into
your kingdom and live.
Livelifein al your
fullness. Amen.

- a

Christ Church Lutheran

Worship Times - 9.00am & 10.45am

Pastor:

Tim 0427326553

Edmund 0429041957
Reaching Out with the Love of Jesus that All my Know, Worship & Grow in Christ

/%)

25 January 2009

DISCIPLESHIP 2.
Mark 1:14-20 Jesus calls His Disciples

Thisweekend we
celebrate’ Audtralia
Day’. Wecelebrae
being Australians and
proud of it. People will
become citizens and
pledge their allegiance
toAudgralia We
celebratethose who
have worked hard for
our country giving
them special
recognition. Even
though tha may be a
somewhat unAustralian
thingto do — we cut
down thetall poppies,
those who think they're
acut abovethered.
WEe€' re andaion of
metes, not anaion of
classdiginction. We
havean Audralian
identity tha can be
recognized. Wehavean
Australian way of
living. We haveour
Australia mythstha
shape us. We area
naion of maes, who
gick together, no

with our maesraher
than desert them and
save ourselves. The
harsh naureof our
Australian climae, and
thetyranny of disance,
has meant that we have
had to rely on each
other or quite literally
die.

and neithe should |
exped you to be. |
wander and lose my
way. |’ m proneto
getting off track; just
like acar that isleft to
its own deviseswill
drift. You need to be
continually guiding a
car inthe diretion you
want to be going,

Today’ s Gospel reading especialy whenthe

from Mak records
Jesus calling hisfirst
disciples. Calling them
to be pat of his
Kingdom. To become
citizensofthe
‘Kingdom of God'. As
citizens of heaven we
too havean identity tha
can be recognized.
(Discuss — describe our
identity)

Jesus reminds us today
that pat of our identity
istha we are apeople
of repentance “ Repent
and believethegood
news.” (Mk 1:15)

roadiswindy.

Repentance for a
follower of Jesus means
continually adjustingto
keep our focus on

Jesus, that our lifeisa
reflection of him.
Repentance is summed
up inthe Lord sPrayer:
“Your kingdom come,
your will be done.”

Did you naticethat
little word; ‘Your’. The
focusisn’'t on me.
Tha’san important
part of repetance,
takingthefocus off of

matter wha. The Anzac Repentance reminds me me and what | want and

spirit callsusto die

that I’'m not perfed,

being focused on Jesus



and what he wants,
what the Fahe wants.

It'snot my kingdom
and it’snot my will, but
I’ m following Jesus,
giving everything tha
the Fahe’ swill is
done, holding nathing
back. Thisisan
essential part of our
identity as citizensof
heaven, ascitizensof

followistheperfed
reflection of the Fether.
“The Son isthe image
of theinvishble God...
For God was pleased to
haveall hisfullness
dwell in

him...” (Colossans
1:15,19)

Thismay be oneof the
hardest things | haveto
do, because my wants

need them. But seek his
kingdom, andthese
thingswill be given to
youaswell.” (Luke
12:29-31)

Of coursethe problem
with living forthe
Father istha | might
miss out. Who' s going
tolook after meif |
don’'t?Wehavethelie
in our society;  God

Jesus kingdom. I'm looksafter those
livingto expend who look after
myself o tha . . . themselves. Jesus
omeonedsewill | VVhat is our identity at sy * Dorit be

profit. Sotha the
Father profits, ashis

Citizens of Heaven?

afraid of missng
out. You remy
dearest friends! The

kingdom comes,

and hereceivesthe
glory, honour and
praise. Which ishow
we finishtheLord' s
Prayer; “ Forthe
kingdom, the power,
and the glory areyours
now and forever.”

Asacitizen of heaven |
live for the Father's
gory, asl trust him
with my life doing his
will in all areas of life,
keeping my focus
clearly onJesus. Tha's
how | know for sure
what the Fahea’ swill

is, Jesus, whom |I'm

are always comingto
the fore, and present
themselves asall
consuming needs. |
needanewTV. | need
thisgoproval. | need
10% moreto be happy,
or & least one windfall
of amillion dollars. |
need thistolive.

What does Jesus say?
“..donot s your heat
on wha you will eat or
drink; do not worry
about it. For the pagan
world runs after all
such things, andyour
Father knowsthat you

Father wantsto give
youthevey kingdom
itself. Be generous.
Givetothepoor. Get
yourselves abank tha
can’t go bankrupt, a
bank in heaven... a
bank you can bank on.
It sobvious, isn't it?
Theplace whereyour
treasure is, istheplace
youwill mogt wantto
be, and end up

being.” (Luke12:32-34
Msg)

Ascitizens of Heaven,
ascitizens of Jesus

kingdom, | livesecure

under hisrule, and his
promiseto be with me,
with us, right totheend
of the age. Wha bank
can promisetha?Mog
of them can’t even
promisetoremain in
our town asthey in

hisvery naure might
flow out of us.

We livefromwhat we
aready have. In Jesus,
as citizens of Heaven
we live fromthe
wonderful security we

what to do. But Jesus
comes and says, “Who
would you raher be:
the one who easthe
dinner or theone who
servesthedinner?
You' draher ed and be
served, right? But I've

their self-seeking have, fromthe taken my place among

obsesson for profits ~ abundancewe already  you asthe one who

sacrifice us. have. The happenings  serves.” (Luke22:27
of lifedon't shgpeus, M)

Jesus, our King, will but the grace of God

neve sacrifice us, InJesus!’'m

he hasalready empowered to be

sacrificed himself, . different and not

that we might live Welive fromwhat we smply respondto

under hisrule, already have. my insecurities, my

feasting on God's fears, my felt needs

grace, mercy, seekingto secure

forgivenessand love.
Freeto grow ascitizens
of Heaven, giving
generoudy, because we
have been given so
much already.

Tha'’scatainly part of
our identity; ‘We give
because we have been
given’, ‘Weserve
because we have been
served, ‘Weforgive
because we have been
forgivan’, ‘Welove
because we are loved .
Our Father has poured
himself into us so tha

shapes us, tha we
refledt our Fahe inall
we say and do,
following Jesus
example, andthen we
begin to shapethe
world around us, not
the other way around.

Thisisshown inthe
apodles continual
discusson about who
woul d be the greatest.
Tha' spart of my sinful
naure, tha | want to be
the ruler and not the
dave. | warnt to call the
shots and do it my way,
andyou can't tell me

myself, andinthe
process helping createa
world of havesand
have nats. Rather in
Jesus as a citizen of
Heaven, | have had my
deepest needs mest that
| can how seek to serve
those around mefrom a
postion of security,
from apostion of love,
from apostion of
authority. In Jesus, I've
been made a legal
citizen of Heaven who
now hasthe power and
authority to serve
otherswith God's



