hisloving presence; as
you, “ love one ancther.
AsJesusloved you, 0
you must love one
ancther. By this
everyone will know
that you aremy
disciples, if youlove
one ancther.” (bhn
13:34,35)

Our Father in Heaven
passonaely wantsyou
tobe hisgairway to
heaven, asyou, inyour
life, your speech, your
actions, your business
dealings, you leisure
activities, liveout a
Chrig-like life,
empowered by the Holy
Spirit.

Our Father hopesyou
grow to becomenot
only agairway to
heaven, but tha you
show othershow in
Jesusthey too can

become gairwaysto
heaven. Just one peson
left falling into hell is
too many.

Let uspray.

Jesus thank you for
calling ustofollow
you, to be your
disciples. Thank you
that in our baptism we
were legally adopted as
The Faher’ s children,
loved and precious to
him. By the power of
the Holy Spirit may we
grow to becomeall that
our Faher has dreamed
posshble. May we grow
to becomemoreand
morelikeyouin all we
say and do, not leaving
out the smalled action.
Grow usto loveaswe
areloved. Grow usas
individuals and asyour

community to be your
home, where people
can cometo gg to
know you and be saved.
Jesus daily be growing
usto maturity, grow us
asyour disciples, who
nat only know how, but
go and do, go and meke
discipleswho go and
make disciplestothe
end of the age. Jesus
grow me to be more
and more like you, to
your glory, honour and
praise. Le theway we
live giveyou a grea
reputation and a
glimpse of you. Amen.

- a
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DISCIPLESHIP 1.

John 1:43-51 Jesus call to follow

Last week we heard of
Jesus baptism, with
those wonderful words:
“Youaremy Son,
whom | love; withyou
| am well

pleased.” (Mak 1:11)
It'sgrea to be born
part of God' s family
through baptism. It’s
great to be linked with
Jesus through our
baptism, so tha we too
hear The Father saying
at our baptism: ‘Y ou
are my child, whom |
love; with you | an
well pleased.’

Today we have Jesus
calling hisfirg
disciplesasrecordedin
John.*“ Finding Philip,
Jesus said to him,
‘Follow me.” (John
1:43) Tha reminds me
that baptism isthe
beginning. When a
childisbornthereis
great celebration and
joy, butthe dory has
only just begun. T he
big question is, how

will this child grow and
develop? Wha will
they become?

Afte Jesus birth and
presentaion & the
temple we read; “ And
the child grew and
became strong; he was
filled with wisdom, and
the grace of God was
onhim.” (Luke2:40)
Andlater;“ ...as Jesus
grew up, he inaeased
in wisdom andin
favour with God and
people.” (Luke2:52)
Jesus birth isn’t the
end of the gory but the
beginning. How was he
going to grow? Washe
going to grow to be like
— evayoneelsein
Nazareth, a capeter
like Joseph, achip of
the old block? How was
Jesus going to grow?
Wha was he goingto
become?

They' rethe sorts of

questions most parents
have about their child.

Wha will this child
grow to become? Will
they growtobea
maure adult? What
will they do?

What does our
Heavenly Faher hope
for his precious
children?

Tha we become
alcoholicsand
progitutes—hardly.
Tha we live self
absorbed lives, doing
everything we want to —
hardy. Tha we are
successful and rich
before we're40 —
hardly.

Wha does our
Heavenly Faher hope
for hisprecious, loved
children?Wha sort of
people doeshe want us
togrowinto?Wha sort
of person doeshe want
youto grow into?

The answer isnot a
mygery. In our baptism



we were linked with
Jesus, we were covered
with Jesus grace and
mercy. Wha sort of
person doesyour
Heavenly Faher hope
you'll grow into? The
answer issmple: Jesus.

Look a Jesus, the way
hetalks,the way he

“ Faher, into your
hands| commit my
sirit.” (Luke 23:46)
Jesus certainly felt tha
everything was going
wrong, but he gill
places hislifeinto his
Father’ shandstrusting
him with everything.

Tha’ sonething abou

“Then Jesussaid to
Smon, ‘Don’t be
afraid; from now on
youwill fish for
people.” So they pulled
their boas up on shore,
left everything and
followed him.” (Luke
5:10,11) Then Jesus
drivesthepoint home
evenfurthe; " If anyone

walks, theway helives, beinga disciple of comesto meand does
the way hedresses, the Jesus, it’sall or not hae faher and
way herelaesto mother, wife and
people, wha he's children, brothe's
passionaeabolt. . and sgters—yes,
Tha' sprecisely Jesus is after even life itself —
what our Heavenly EVERYTHING! such a peron
Father dreamsfor cannot be my

al hischildren, tha disciple. And

we grow to maurity in
Chrigt Jesus, tha we
grow to become just
like Jesus — faithful to

nothing. If we follow
Jesus we are called to
placeour livesin The
Father’ shandstrusting

our Faher swill. Doing him with everything.

what our Father says,
because we know we
cantrust him with our
lives, even when
everythingfeelswrong,
we can trust him doing
hiswill.

Jesus criesout in
agony; “My God, my
God why haveyou
abandoned

me.” (Mathew 27:46 ).
And then we read;

Y es, tha meansour sex
life. It definitely means
we trust The Faher
regarding what we
watch on TV, and even
how we spend the
podkd money he so
gracioudy givesus, sO
that we'll learn how to
hande real wealthin
the fuure.

Jesus call on our lives
isan al or nothing one.

whoever doesnot carry
their aoss and follow
me cannot be my
disciple.” (Luke
14:26,27) Jesusis after
everything, it san all or
nathing relaionship.
Jesusign’t interested in
half-hearted love. He
lovesyouwith hisall.

“In the sameway, those
of youwho do not give
up everything youhave
cannot be my
disciples.” (Luke
14:33)

| likethe way tha is
pargohrasedinthe

Message; “ Smply put,
if you'renat willing to
teke wha isdeared to
you, whethe plans or
people, and kiss it good
-bye, you can't be my
disciple.” (Luke14:33
Msg)

Our Heavenly Faher
isn't interested in his
kids picking up any bad
habits. One would be
too many. Our

At the end of the
Gospel reading for
today we heard; “ ...
Very truly | (Jesus) tell
you, you will see
heaven open, andthe
angels of God
ascending and
descending on the Son
of Man.” (John 1:51)

Tha's areminder of
Jacob, who “ had a

God).” (Genesis
28:17,19)

Jesusis saying that the
new Bethel, House of
God, isnow foundin
him. It’snot aplace but
aperson. As people
who arenow in Jesus
we have become, in
union with Jesus, God' s
new Bethel, House of
God. What doesour
Father hope his

Heavenly Faher
wants his children
to grow to meurity
in Jesus, refleting
hiswill in
everythingthey do,

Doorways into his
Home

precious children
will become?
Doorways into his
home. Hishope and
dream istha we not

growing from hislove
and mercy forthem.
Being shaped by the
Father’ s sacrifice in
Jesus and not pandering
tothewhims of the
crowd. Our Father
desperately doea't
want TV to shapehis
precious children.

How many hours do
youwatchTV? How
many hoursaday do
you readthe Bible?
Wha' s havingthe most
opportunity to shape
you?

dream in which he saw
adtairway resting on
the earth, with itstop
reaching to heaven, and
the angels of God were
ascending and
descending on it. There
above it $o0od the
LORD...” (Genesis
28:12,13) When Jacob
awoke; “ He was afraid
and said, ‘How
awesome is this place
Thisisnoneother than
the house of God; this
isthegateof
heaven.’... He called
that place Behel
(House of

only formthe new
house of God, people
not aplace but thet
through us others can
gain access. Tha
through us others get a
glimpse of the LORD,
hearing him say;
‘Come, follow me'.

Hearing Jesus callto
come,tha theytoo are
baptised and have God
breath hislife giving
Soirit into them.

Wha does our

Heavenly Faher hope
hisloved children will

become: Doorways into



