the Faha’slove dhild.
For that iswhat you
are.

The goal of lifeisto
grow to maturity asthe
Father’sloved child.
Developingtha DNA
within ustha shapesus
torefled our family
charade torefledt our
Dad. The god of lifeis,
“tha thebody of Chrigt
may be built up until
we all reach unity inthe
faith andinthe
knowledge of the Son
of God and become
maure, atainingto the
whole measure of the
fullness of

Christ.” (Eph. 4:12,13)

S today asyou leave
this building remember
what my dad always
saidtome; ‘Don't
forge whoyou are'.
Don’t get log; keep

your focus clear, daily
rememberingthose
beautiful words your
Heavenly Faher spoke
at your birth into his
family through baptism:
“You aremy child,
whom | love; withyou
I am well

pleased.” (Mak 1:11)
And then seek to grow
tomaturity in Christ
Jesus, giving your
Father agood
reputation as you hear
and do hiswill in your
life. Notto gain his
favour but because you
know without a shadow
of adoubt you have his
love, you have his
DNA imbedded in you,
just waitingto be
discovered and
enjoyed.

Let uspray.

Our Father in heaven,
may we know deep
within our souls your
lovefor usthrough
Jesus. May we live true
towho you have
birthed usto bethrough
our baptism, your loved
children who you are
proud of, and want to
shareyour lifewith.
Jesus by the power of
the Holy Spirit show
me wherel’ve
wondered of and got
logt, show me where
I’vebeen rebellious,
slf-centred, dack in
listening and doingthe
Father’ swill. Grow me
to more and more
reflect Jesus imagein
al | do nd say, giving
you andour family a
good repuaion. Amen.

- a
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BAPTISM—You're a love child of God.
Mark 1:4-11 Jesus baptism

Wha do you think you
need to know when
you'relog?

Two important things
to know would be,
where you are and,
where you want to be.
When | findmyself log
driving around| firg
work ou wherel am.
Then | find where |
want to be, and with
tha informaion I’'mno
longer lost, but rather
havea plan on howto
get fromwhere | amto
where | want to be.

Haveyou ever been
los?Log asachild,
logt in adrangetown,
logt emationaly,
feeling asthough you
were on arolle made.
Log inarelaionship
feeling likeeverything
isfalling apat andyou
don’t know what to do
next. Lod tryingto
understand your
children, trying to

wondering what makes
themtick. Log
understanding yourself.
Theréslotsof different
waysto ge log.
Someonemaytell you
to get log.

When you know where
you areand whereyou
want to be you're not
logt, but have a
directiontotravel in. A
directiontha isleading
youto where you want
tobe.

The ‘OneMonth to
Live sxiesisan
opportunity to stop and
reflect on where you
are compared with
where you want to be
going. | naticethat |
need to keep aregular
check on my dred
directory to makesure |
stay ontrack. Getting
lost interritory you
havan't travelled before
isan easy thingto do.
Getting lost in astorm

understand your parets iseven easer —the

wind blows, the waves
aurge, the ky bladkens
and soon you' velod
sght of your bearings,
not knowing which way
to go.

Thishgpens
emoationally when
things startto go all
pear-shaped, or when
we' re run down, we
lose our bearings and
areeadly log. Tha's
why when you'rereally
stressed out, totally
emationally strung out;
it’snot a goodtimeto
makemajor decision
because you' ve lost
focus on your bearings.

Maybetha’ swhy
before amajor event in
Jesus' life we read of
him going to a quiet
place and praying;
talking it over with his
Father, free of
disractions. Before
Jesus chose thetwelve
apogles, “ ...Jesus went
out to amountaingde to



pray, and spent the
night praying to
God.” (Luke 6:12)
Before Jesusisarresed
what was he doing?

“ Jesus went out as
usual to theMount of
Olives, andhis
disciplesfollowed him.
On reachingtha place,
he said to them,
‘Pray...” andwhatdid
Jesuspray? ... Father,
if you are willing,

which was the Gospel
reading. In Jesus
baptism we find one of
the bearings we needto
keep usontrack and
not ge log.The Fahe
said, for all to hear;
“Youaremy Son,
whom | love; with you
I am well

pleased.” (Mark 1:11)

Asa Chrigtian my life

enjoy life with him,
knowing lifein all his
fullness. Tha’ sour
Father’' swill, that you
get to know him,to
knowthedepth of his
soul and enjoy living
lifetogether, growing
asthe childheisover
the moon about.
Growing asthe child he
isproud of, proud to
tell the whole world.

tekethis cup from
me; ye not my will,
but yours be
done.’” (Luke22:39
-42)

“You are my child,

am wdll pleased.”

Tha’swha
judgement day will

whom | love: with you | beal about, our

Dad proudy
declaring to the
whole world, thisis

Jesus kept his bearings
clear, especially
knowing hewas
entering astorm. The
Father’swill, tha's
what hewantedto be
doing and not get log
inthehurt, the anger,
the pain, the ssnse of
abandonment which
was to follow.

In lifeit iseasy to ga
logt, especially when |
lose my bearings.

Y ou may be asking;
‘Wha'’ sthisgot to do
with Jesus baptism?

isnow found in Jesus,
s0 through Jesus these
arethewords our
Father in heaven spoke
at our baptism; ‘You
are my child, whom |
love; with you | am
well pleased .

Baptismis God legally
adopting you as his
child, the child he
wantsto shower with
hislovemorethan

anything else. Hewants
tobethe bes Fahe
posshle, sacrificing
himself tha you might
grow to maturity and

my dhild, you' remy
child and | want
everyoneto know.

Sadly some peaple will
havetold God to get
lost, because they want
togo it alone Andthey
will be granted tha
desire, and be left
aond Log,tryingto
find themselves. Lod,
seeking love, apurpose
for being. Log, alone,
unloved, awasted
exisence. Truly tragic.

S lifeisn’t about
becomingthebest | can

be, life isn’t about
becoming a self made
person. Life is abou
growing intothechild |
am in Jesus. The child |
was birthed to be
through baptism. T here
we became the
Heavenly Faher’'s
child, whom he loves;
with whom he is well
pleased.

Tha meansyou

discover. You're loved
by the Father end have
hisDNA, sotha you
can discover and grow
in loving just like Dad.
And Jesus shows us
how, hetellsusand
lives out what that
lookslike. We'renot
left log, tryingto
discover wha a god
like life would look
like. We're not log,

plank out of your own
eye...” (Luke6:41-42)

| stat by looking &
myself. Isthe Fahe
wantingto grow me, is
he greachingme or is
there something | need
to repent of, isthisan
areal needto changein
my life. Jesus pointsme
to self assessment and
not condemnaion.
Once I'velooked &

don’t havetotry
andwin God's
favour or get himto
like you, heloves
you and isproudto

Don’'t forget who you

are.

myself and applied
what theFahe is
saying to meto
myself,then | can
speak into a

call youhischild.

dtuation. Jesus

He has breahed hislife we've got Jesusin clear DNA isnever to lord it

giving Spirit into you.
Y ou now bear his
DNA, andhaveall
eternity to discover and
grow in it.

A lot of lifeiswasted
tryingto prove
ourselves, being
controlled by thefear of
rejection, seeking
approval from othersto
feel good abou
ourselves.

Asa child of God
you vegot nothing to
prove and eveythingto

focus.

S when | readthe
‘One Month to Live'
devational | don't jus
swallow it mindlesdy

but | measure it againgt

what | know about
Jesus. And where
there' saclash | follow
Jesus teaching: “Why
do youlook & the
speck of sawdugt in

someone else’ seye and

pay no atention to the
plank in your own
eye... firg takethe

over others astheir
superior — which he
could have done, seeing
heisGodand I'm not —
but Jesus comes as my
brother, along side of
me. Jesus comesto
serve and notto be
served, for the greaed
istheone who saves
al. Jesuswasn't
intereged in being
provenright — he
doesn’'t have an
inferiority complex —
he'sinterededinyou
growing healthy and
srong, to maurity as



