livesandinfed them  Letuspray.

with hiseenal life, Jesus thank you for
even the boring bits. SO coming andtouching
that inour everyday our liveswith your
lives we could bring his healing presence Fill
touchtoothers,to our uswiththe Holy Spirit
community andinfect  so tha all the people
people with live, eemal we come into contact
life. God sharinghis withthisweek ae
lifewith us, enbraced infecedwith the Jesus
in hislove, hismercy, virus. Aretouched by
his grace, his hope. youthrough usand are
Sharing lifewith God  brought from deah to
having himtouch every life. Amen.

part of our dying life

and infeding it with

health, so tha we

become infectious with

the Jesus virus.
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DI SCIPLESHIP 4.
Mark 1:40-45 Jesus touches the Unclean

At thepresent timel’m become a legper and
into picking pears,and would have hadto go
eachmomingl goto  into isolaionto seeif
my shed to seewhich  youwere infeced or
onesaeripe. |’ve not beforeyou could
noticedtha some of resume life back inthe
them gorotten if | don’t community.

check andthe pears
touching also gartto go The sick infected the
rotten. healthy.

Tha seemsto be a Jesus does an amazing

paternin life, what the thing; “ He reached out

rottentouches becomes hishand and” ... and

rotten. When someone  did what? Jesus reached

issck and coughingit out hishand and,

is amazing how that “touched the

viruscan soread. The  man.” (Mk 1:41) Wha

healthy become was Jesus thinking?

infeded and sothey’re

coughing, andthevirus Jesus should have told

Spreads. thisbloketo get lod, to
keep hisdistance; dter

Tha'swhy in Jesusday all he'salepe. Hes

people with leprosy sick and Jesusis

were cut off fromthe  healthy, don't

res of the ommunity. contaminaethe

It wastheonly way healthy, keep your

they knew howto stop distance.

the spread of the

disease. To betouched But Jesusdoesn't tell

by alepea meant you  himto get log, he does

potetialy could the unthinkable. Jesus

actually touchesthe
infected. And what
happens. Thesick is
infected by the healthy.
The leper ishealed.
Wow! Jesus touchesthe
leper and doesn’t
become a leper, but the
leper becomes whole.

Now wouldn’t that be a
great worldtolivein,
the healthy infedting
the sck. S instead of
the rotten dedroying
the healthy, the healthy
redeem, restorethe
rotten, so they aremade
whole and healthy.
Instead of the sick
coughing and me
feeling miserable afew
dayslater, I'd breathe
out health andthey’ d
stop coughing, and
leave feeling healthy,
vibrant, ready to face
the day. Wouldn't tha
be a great world to live
in?

Jesus reaches out and
touchesthe leper, and



he ismade whole The dck in Jesus nameand live greedy. | repond

healthy infedsthesick.

Has this got anything to
say about being a
disciple of Jesus? Has
this got anything to say
about Jesus
community we call the
church?

Jesus has reached ou
and touched uswho

were dead in sin and

bring healing. We ae
called and empowered
to bring peoplefrom
deathto life

For the wages of sin is
death, but thefree gift
of Godin Christ Jesus

moreto my fearsldting
them shape what | do
and how | spend my
money, asif thisis my
salvation.

But thefiresin Victoria
have shown beyond

iseternal life. Jesushas doubt tha money isnat
touched humanity in his my salvaion. | ill

very body and has
brought lifeou of

hear thiswoman
lamenting; “I spend
25yrshuilding this

has made each of us
dlive. Paul
expressesthisin
Ephesans; “ Asfor
you, you were dead

In Jesus kingdom the
hedlthy infect thesick. few horrendous

house and now it’s
al gone.” Twenty
fiveyearsgonein a

moments, and what
was left? Ashes. |

in your
transgressons and
sins... But because of
his great love for us,
God, who isrich in
mercy, made us alive
with Chrid...” (Eph.
2:14,5)

In Jesus kingdomthe
healthy infedsthesick.
Jesus touches us and we
are healed, Jesusisn’t
infected. Tha’s good
news.

AsJesus disciples, as
his community of
discipleswe are

death. Jesus has
touched each of usin
the watersof baptism,
and has made those
who were alien to God
hisloved children, with
whom heiswell
pleased. In Jesusthe
healthy touchesthe
sck, infedingthem
with health. What good
news we have to share.

Though & times | must
admit tha | live asif it
wasn't real. | get angry
and resentful. | feal

bitter, tha lifeisn’t fair.

empowered totouch the | becomeenvious, and

live in a consumer
society and am tempted
to believetha the
answer to lifeisfound
in my wallet, inmy
ability to buy what |
need, o tha | won't
haveany worries. But
when thefiretouched
those commodities
what was left?

Weturnedto people
and found gred er
drength inthe loveand
support of other people.
I’'m sure Jesus wantsto
reach out andtouch
those people who have

been shaken, o tha what people had
they don’t go back into imagined the Messiah
davery to things but tobe, sohe couldn’t be
find real and e¢emal life the Messah. S Jesus
in aloving, vibrant was unable to touch
relationship withhim.  many of thePharisees
because he didn’t fit
Jesustouch gill hasthe their ideals. If all we do
power to heal,to infedt it turn Jesusinto some
lose with hope. To sdeshow, s0 faith
makethe sdk whole.  healing circus doesthe
Jesus touch gill hasthe real Jesus get log. Does
power to heal my anger our sicknesstry and
and creaehis

go and show yourself to
the High Prieg tha you
might re-enter life in
the community. And
then inyour everyday
life you can share wha
Jesus has done for you.
He went and made a
big song and dance, but
it didn’'t help the
kingdom grow. Indead
Jesus was forced to day
out inthewilderness.

loving attionsin

Will the kingdom of

my life. Jesus God grow in our
desreistotouch us Jesus came and t_ouched society if we havea
tha we might be our everyday lives.  wonderful band
healed and become each Qunday and
infedtions, tha his really dynamic

healingtouch flows infed things as we
through usinfecting al begin to tell Jesus what
the peoplewe meet in  he hasto be like and
daily life, just like a what hehasto do,
virus. accordingto our will.
Tha'’ sthe original dn,
Maybetha’ swhy Jesus Adam and Eve wanting
toldthis healed leper to to shgpe God according
be quiet. Maybe Jesus  totheir will, and not be
wanted himto quietly  shaped accordingto
in hisnew everyday life God' s will.
infedt people with
Jesus, the real Jesusand The lgper went andtold
not our imagination everyone. Hewas
about who Jesus should excited and wanted to
be. tell everyone. But Jesus
had given him a
Tha was part of Jesus  different direcive.
problem, hedidn’tfit  Don’ttell anyone, but

teachers, plus some
miracles for good
measure. I'm always
temptedto say yes, but
Jesus directsthishealed

leper in a different
direction.

Jesus didn’t come with
a big song and dance,
but he came and lived

among us. One of us.
Jesus came and touched
our eveayday lives,
even thoseboring hits,
<0 tha he could redeem
our evayday lives,
even the boring bits. So
that hecould touch our



