JESUS HEALS.

THEME:
Jesus is willing to touch those who fed that their lives

arenot worth livingamongst other people.

Grace, peace, and mercy, from God the Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

This summer for bushfires was the worg on record for
Austrdia, in particular with the record number of people
killed in them: and just in the one gate of Victoria This
tragedy tugged a the heartstrings of dl Austrdians and
when the goped for ad went out across the naion, the
Austraian public responded in a generous manner and
sent in many millions of dollars to help those who were

unfortunate enough to bein the bushfire s path.

Some of the stories that came out of the aftermath of the

bushfire were horrific by al accounts, and on the other
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spectrum there were some heart-warming stories coming
out of there aswel. Some of the things we witnessed on
the television will stick in our minds for a long time as
well, mainly of what they experienced and of what they
had said.

In fact, one particular bulletin news item that got my
atention was an interview of ayoungish typeman, in his
late twenties, perhaps early thirties; and he related how
he escgped the bushfiretragedy and I’ m not one hundred
percent certain of the actuad words he used but it went

something like.

“IF there is a God, he was there keeping us safe. My
tank was near empty and we had alongway to go. The
petrol bowsers dongtheway were closed, and we had to
keep on moving But somehow the petrol we had in the
tank kept us driving on towards sefety, dl the while, we
feared that the car was goingto conk out in the middl e of

the fire and we weren't going to make it out of there
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dive. From my own experience; there was no way that
the amount of petrol we had in the car was sufficient
enough to take us to safety. | believe that someone was

watchingover us!”

All 1 thought was, you'd better bdieve it mate! That
surely was the hand of God taking you out of that life
threatening situation. Find it within yoursdf to gve God
the dory; for being there in your time of need. Perhaps
he may have been counselled by someone and has made

acommitment to include God in his lifefrom hereon in.

Now that abit of time has passed and things have settled
down somewhat: for these pegple and others, the
rebuilding process will have begun. So here they are, at
dl leveds of difficulties and needs;, dl in different
situations of extreme need to not much need at dl.

Can you imagine for a minutewhat that is like?
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Let’s think of those in extreme need of those who lost the
lot. A lot of them would be feeling lost and lonely and
would fed like throwing their lot of lifein. Yet there are
others, who would be eager, enthusiastic and chalenged
enough to restart dl over again, simply because they
cameout of this situation withtheir lives intact, and there
is absolutely nothing that could stogp them from
rebuilding again. They can find it within themselves to
riseto the occasion.

By theway, on aserious note: could some of those [181]
deaths have been prevented? Now that there has been a
bit of nationa soul-searching and with hindsight to guide
us: why did some people deliberately stay to defend ther
houses when they could have evacuated their homes and
properties and made it to safety? What is more vauable
to the human being, property or human lives? It’ s not for
us to judge, but this bushfire should warn each and every
one of us; to think about wha we would do, if we were

faced with the same situation.
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| wonder how many people would be asking the question
of “how many are goingto learn from this tragedy and do
some security prevention’ or will they let the passage of
time make them forget this horrific event, and as sure as
night follows day: there will be a repeat procedure of
what we don't want to hgpen, resurfacing al over

agan?

A situaion that many of these survivors of the bushfires
may befacing could be one of ostracism: which is the act
of being kept away from athers in any particular society .
Now that the mgor danger has passed [there are still
some outbresks of fire]: and when the goodwill of the
Austrdian public stop rdlying to these pegpl€ s needs,
and the food parcels, clothes and charity dries up, where

will these people go; who will they turnto?

If their insurance or bank accounts can't take them out of

strife; and they can't see a future for themselves or they
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don’'t have adeep faith that God isin control of al of our
souls and livelihood. And al they have left is their own
patch of burnt dirt and crumbled buildings beneath ther
ashen soiled feet. What would be the answer to their
situation? 1 won't even atempt to gve you one
but...contrag thistotheleper in our gospe story.

And we will find that the leper in our gospd story is
similar in need to those who are feding ostracised by
their community. Some people are feding anger, out for
vengeance and even tak of vigilantes have been
mentioned in the news latdy. This leper fdla has
absolutdy nothing solid to hang on to.

No home, no sure grounding to put his roots down, he
may perhaps be dwdling in a cave with others who are
suffering the same indignity; which gives them al a very
uncertain futureindeed. | guessthat this leper, after some
time of ddiberation and deep thinking, and as the

occasion turns out; confronts Jesus and reminds him that
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if he was willing, then he could make this leprous man

clean.

This leper is faceless and nameless, someone unknown;
unlike the some of the people who died in the bushfires;
where photographs were published of whom some of
these people were that died in this bushfire. They put
names to faces; and from those faces, one could assume
what personalities they may have had.

Looking at some of these faces made me quite emotional,
in particular the young blonde grl [aged 107 who had
the whole of her life before her to live, now gone,
forever. | didn't know her, but | thought about the effect
her death would have on her family, friends and school
community. Perhaps we may meet her in heaven one
day; and we may adso meet this leper, whose faith is an

inspiration for al who read his story inthe Bible.
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Jesus shows that he is willing to heal and cleanse this
leprous man. This aso shows that Jesus is willing to let
the outcag and unclean person come into his presence.
He turns no one away regardless of ther persond
situation. He odracises no one, but is compassionate
enough to dlow this man to gpproach him even though it
was forbidden for this man to do so. Regardless that

Jesus would get infected and then would be classed as
unclean!

Jesus doesn’'t wart anyone to fed unworthy and to be
done and away from everyone regardless of the
circumstances they find themselves in. People are meant
to live community with each other, we are meant to be
together, no oneis an island to do things on ther own.
God saw that in Adam, that iswhy he created Eveto bea
perfect patner for him, the animals just couldn’t do for

him.
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How does our society treat lepers these days? | mean
leprosy is a disease that is practicaly unknown in our
society, but it is gill there and it is treatable but it
doesn’t have dl the suspicion and misgvingabout it like
it used to. Modern medicine can do a lot towards

treatment of this disease.

But peopledo get treated likelepersin our societies these
days, don't they? Who do you think are the socid lepers
and outcasts in our society ? T he obvious drug-pusher, the
drug-user, the alcoholic, the wife-beater and abuser to his
family, the pill-dependant housewife who swalows a
cocktail of medication drugs just to survive through the

day and the addiction is driving her crazy.

How do we as Christians, ostracise and treat our felow
members as lepers in our congregation? You may have
some answers and experience in that area; but here are a
few that |1 can think of: we may be making Christian

lepers in a non-intentional way: perhaps a comment
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taken in the wrong context from ether party, i.e. har,
clothes, lifestyle? We gve a wrong impression that we
don’'t want totalk or communicate; al thewhilewe have
no skills in the area of making conversation. That’'s why
people won't join in when some other form of serviceis
offered, they are afraid that they have to spesk and this

may show them up.

Then those who are hurt and offended stay away and
abstain from church and after a while no one misses
these peopleat dl. They go esewherewherethey believe
they will find pegple who will care about them and treat
them with some form of dignity and respect.

We dl ae deserving of dignity and respect, no one
should ever be ignored or ostracised of what and who
they arel God made us all individudly diff erent whereby
we have our own persondities which are unique to the
individual. We all didn’t come out of the same mould.
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Imagne what a boring place this world would be if

sameness rei gned supreme?

Our individudity makes us interesing, and that’s what
keeps us interesting and unpredictable; we don't know
what goingto happen next. But if people are treated with
disdain and contempt then they shrink and retrest from
Society .

So like the leper; when dl contact with others is gone
who can they turn to? God would be the correct personto
turn to, because he turns no one away. He loves the
unloved, apat from those in the bushfires; how many
peoplein this world would be feeling empty and unloved

right now?

Who can make us whole again? Who can take away our
sin? Who can wash away the gain of being unclean and
unholy? Who an bring us into felowship with al the

Page 11 o 12. A sermon to ke preached by Edmund Bilney to the Christ Church
congregation at eh 10:45 an service on the 15.2.09.

other saints and declare you clean and not guilty, and that

you have every right to bein the presence of his dect?

Only God can do that; and when you ae declared
forgven and clean, then beieve it and live like the child

of God you're meant to be. Amen.

The peace of God, which passes al understanding,
keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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