SOWING GENEROUSLY - HARVEST
THANKSGIVING.

THEME:
Givingthanksto God for dl he has gven us.

Grace, peace, and mercy, from God our Father, and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Havealistentothis quote C.S Lewissad, “In
commandingusto gorify Him, God is invitingusto
enjoy him.” God wants our worship to be motivated by
love, thanksgvingand delight not duty.

Today we are doing a ‘ Thanksgving Day’ service, so it
is only appropriatethat we gorify God in al we say and
do, and in what we can gve back to him, from what he
has first gven us. And just as the second part of this

guote by C.S Lewis, hesays, “ God wants our worship to
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be motivated by love, thanksgving and a delight not a
duty.

Let us not be duty-bound as we worship God with al our
minds, bodies, souls, prayers, supplications, thoughts,
words and deed, as we remember all that God has done

for us!

In the text | have chosen for today’s sermon [2
Corinthians 9:6-14] chosen especidly for today, Sant
Paul begns by tdlingus, [v 6] Remember this: Whoever
sows aringy will also resp sparindy, and whoever
sows generously will aso regp generously.

While it’s good to put on diplay wha we bring to God:
we ae dso putting on display our expressions of
gaitude and thanks through the inner spiritud core
being which is within al of us. God is looking and
searching deep within us, the attitudes we digplay, the

true nature we posses which no one knows about.
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He knows what lies a the very core of whoyou truly are.
We all display to the world what we want them to see,
and no more. God knows us, he's observing the
heart/mind application in dl that we say and do for him.
How we action church and how we act a home may be

two worldsset gpart?

Sant Paul uses a famer’'s andogy and mindset in this
lesson, when taking about the generosity of people who
follow after Christ and God in what they have in ther
spiritual core being[DNA make-up].

What Saint Paul is saying in the same context in every
day language is. ‘wha you sow, so shal you regp’. In
saying that, we are al aware that the way we live our
lives today on this planet in this time, day and age, is
what we have to gve an account for: come Judgment
Day when we will dl shal stand before our M aker. No

one will escapethis day in future, so remember this, what
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we do now, will determine what our rewards will be, in

eternity .

S0 back to the farmer andogy; when you sow your crops,
by and large; the best results you can expect is a
bountiful harvest, providing the weather and other
conditions prevail and turn out right. That would be the
ided thing that could ever hgppen every singe time a
crop isplanted.

But as we are dl wdl aware, this whole country is
experiencing drought conditions and it has been for quite
a number of years, and unless you live in an area that
receives good rainfal and other ideal conditions, farmers

may very wdl be strugding.

This drought is affecting many people who live on the
land. You only have totak to them or read in the pgers
of banks foreclosing on praoperties. Sadly though, when
this happers, these people have to dart dl over again, if
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they can. Closer to home, the River Murray has now
become the lar ges land-locked lake in the world, because
there is no water traversing the length and breadth of the

river sysgem emptyingout tothe sea

The troubles with the waer issues are enormous and we
al hope and pray to God tha he sees fit to bring about a
solution to this problem [perhgps yesterday], sooner
rather than later. But he knows whé is best for dl of us.

So, by dl accounts, when you think aout who is in
control of the weather and dl other conditions that
prevail upon theearth? It is God who gives and provides
inal his wisdom: and even though weworry that he may
have looked elsewhere for the moment; right at the time
when we need him the most [which by theway, isdl the
time], we need to remember that he is gill on the throne

and that heis still in control of everything!
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To the farmers analogy, when you sow your seeds you
would do so fairly liberaly, so asto expect agood return.
You wouldn't just stand out in the middle of the field and
scatter a handful of grain out into the paddock; and then
expect there to be the biggest harvest from one little
handful of grain, would you?

But funnily enough, there are people and companies in
the world, who are jud like that; they expect to get alot
for gving up so little. Perhaps you know someone like
that? Weread about it dl thetime and it happensto us all
thetime. How about unscrupulous landlords, who charge
sky-high prices for bad housing accommodation?

The big shopping heavy weights who hold amonopoly on
the food they sdll? They do so at a slightly higher price
than they normaly should. They do so because they can
oet away with it. How much money does the land
producer get for his sheep; what do the supermarkets sell

it for?
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What about the petrol prices that fluctuate dl the time?
They go even higher when the school holiday seasons
begin! What about bank fees, they’re now talking about
ATM fees being as high as $10.00 a transaction in some
isolated or late night venues!

Our next verse brings that into context for us. “"Each man
should gve what he has decided in his heart to gve, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
gver” So, how do you give? Do we expect to give
something and expect something in return, otherwise
why gve something in the first place? Or do you gve
and don’t expect anything back in return, for whatever is
gven in return, would be an unexpected gft and
surprise!

| guess that what God expects each of usto do, isto give
generously expecting nothing in return; and to do so
cheerfully; with no begudgng heart or conditions
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attached. We could quite easily gve away afew thingsto
show that we can do so [fruit, clothes, vegies, small
donations to charities, etc.], but what aout something
that has some kind of sentimenta vaue attached to it.

Is there something in particular that tugs a your
heartstrings every time you hold it, look at it, caress it,
stroke it; is there something that you hold very dear that
you would not pat with it, no matter what: end of

argument?

It seems that we dl have somethingvery dear and specid
that we like to hang on to. There is aways some kind of
memento/keepsake, a specid gft from someone specid,
ring, jewellery, a photograph and memory of someone
who has passed away, a letter written in love, there are

just some things tha we would never even consider

gvingaway.
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A few weeks ago in Port Lincoln [where | came from]
there was the bushfire tha threatened the city and two
houses were completely destroyed. One of them
belonged to a man who lived very near to the rubbish tip.
You may haveit on TV. The house he built with his own
hands was razed to the ground. He was married to my

auntie.

When | saw the devagating effect of the fire and what it
had done to him, the tears and emotions were hard to
hold back as | thought of dl the phatos and memorabilia

my auntie had built up over theyears.

Now everything was al gone. My auntie when she was
dive; had a good faith, and | mused to mysdf that if she
was still aive to witness the devastation a what had
happened, | imagnethat shewould have gven thanksto
God tha they Hill had ther lives intact. And aso that
each new day is aday that has challenges within itsdf,
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whereby whaever our circumstances; [for those who are

able bodi ed] we can do something abut our situations.

As Chrigians we are taught to gve away, to pass
forward, so that God's kingdom grows. We come in to
the world with nothing we take nothing out with us. But
while we inhabit the earth, then there isthat opportunity
to do the best we can; so that others can come into God's
kingdom, and not end up in the other place hd !

Living for God and following after Jesus is not an easy
life to live in this day and age. Not because there are
mockers out there; but that there are many voices that are
cdling out for your atention. You hear it and see it all
the time in the media. There are many gadgets and ads
to make your life fulfilling and wholesome, many things
that are amed a the sdf, the ego; the sexy, sensuous,

sensua spoiling of thewhole person. Nothingis missed!
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But to the followers of Christ, let’s not forget that
blessing do flow from God to his beloved children. And
the blessings that flow from God are much better than the
world can give, and the world can’'t take it away. What
God has gven to us, we could never repay. God has
gven his most precious gft of al for us.

| dluded before within the sermon that there are some
things we could never ever part with because it is so
precious and dear to us. So remember this: God is the
ultimate gver [Romans 8: 32] ‘He who did nat are his
own Son, but gave him for us al — how will he not aso,
adong with him, gaciously gve us all things” Hewas
willingto sacrifice Jesus so that he could gainus. That's

mind-blowing stuff!

S0 today in a smdl way, we gveback our fruits and
labours of what he did for us and we gve our lives of

worship and adoration back to him in response for his
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sacrifice of Jesus' life so that we become his beloved
children.

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we gve of ourseves
completely for your kingdom. Our lives, our worship,
our responses and dl that we have; search degp within us
so that nathingis held back and that we are gvingour all
for you, we ask this; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The peace of God, which passs al understanding,

keep your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus. Amen.
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