et of facts, raher than
introducing then to
God, invitingthem to
placetheir livesinthe
living God' s hands,
knowingtha hehad
forgiven them their sins
making it possbleto
share God s life with
him.

S Jesus has
empowered his citizens
to make apersonal
relationship with God
possible andto keep it
healthy through giving
usthe authority to
forgive sns. Jesus said;
“1 giveyouthekeys of
the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on
earth will bound in
heaven, and whatever
you loose on eath will

earth will be boundin
heaven, and whatever
you loose on eath will
be loosedin

heaven.” (Mdt 18:18)
Jesus said; “ ' Asthe
Father has sent me, |

am sending you'. And
with tha he breathed on
them and said, ‘ Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you
forgivethe sinsof
anyone,their sinsare
forgiven; if you do not
forgivethem, they ae
not forgiven.”” (John
20:21-23)

Let uspray:

Jesus thankyou for
sending the Holy Spirit
tolive with us; open
our earstha we might
hear, soften our heats
that we might obey, and

wisdom giving usyour
love o tha we don’t
just talk abou you, but
that we introduce you
to al those we medt,
that they too might
havealiving
relationship with the
Fat her though you,
lived out now with the
Holy Spirit. We bring
these peoplebeforeyou
..... Oftentheir hearts
that they comeinto a
living vibrant
relationship with you.
Let your forgiveness
freethemto livelifein
al your fullness, that
they become
contagious, introducing
youto all the people
they know. ComeLord
Jesus, expand your
kingdom in our
network of peaple.

- a

be loosedin fill our mindswith your
heaven.” (Mdt 16:19) Amen.
“Truly I tell you,

whateve you bind on
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DISCIPLESHIP 3.
Mark 1:21-28 Jesus Teacheswith Authority

Inthe Gospel reading
for today the firs thing
that gsrikesmeistha
the evil spirit said; “ |
know who you are—the
Holy Oneof

God.” (Mark 1:24b) |
know who you are but
he obvioudy wasn't a
disciple of Jesus. Jesus
has commanded us, “ go
and make disciples of
al naions...” (Matt.
28:19) Fadsand
figures a disciple does
not make Tha is
glaringly obvious, the
evil spirit knew who
Jesus was, but he
wasn't adisciple, quite
the oppodite. Sotheaeis
moreto being adisciple
of Jesusthan knowing a
few facts and figures.

The scary thing for me
about this stuationis
where this pason with
this evil spirit isfound.
Heiswhere? Inthe
synagogue! Inthe
church! How longhad
he been coming and

gone unnaticed? | find
this scary, alarming,
unsettling, because in
the vary placeyou' d
hopeto find followers
of Godyoufindthe
exad opposte; aperon
possessed by an evil
spirit. This screamsat
me; thee’ smuch, much
moreto being adisciple
tha just head
knowledge and rit ual
performance Tim don't
deceive yourself!

Thisguy, thisevil
spirit, knew who Jesus
was and had been
joining intheritual
performancesin the
synagogue. So thereis
moreto being adisciple
of Jesusthan knowing a
few facts and
performing aritual.

Up to this point this
man is gill possessed
by an evil spirit, so
therehasto be more.
Jesus comes tha we
might be owned by him

and nobody else. Jesus
loveistotal. Hisdeah
onthe cosswasto set
usfreetha we might be
changed and livewith
him ashisdisciples.
Live aslegal citizens of
hiskingdom, and in his
kingdom thereareno
evil spirits, to which
I'm surewe al say;
‘thank God for tha'.

This also reminds me of
Jesus discipleswho
after Jesus ascenson
were told; “ Do not
leave Jerusalem, but
wait forthegift my
Father promised... you
will be baptised with
the Holy Spirit.” (Ads
1:4) Thedisciples
weren’tto smply go
off with their
knowledge and their
own enthusasm and do
thingstheir way. T hey
were commanded to
wait, till they received
the Holy Spirit, and go
out in hispower and
authority, doingthings



Jesus way, to Jesus
gory, honour and
praise.

Inthe end | don't think
knowledge changes
anyone. It’san
encounte withthe
living God through the
Holy Soirit & work in
Jesus people. I'm not

Thepeople were
amazed, “ Wha' sthis?
A new teaching— and
with authority!” (Mak
1:27)

Jesus didn’t come
offering morerules and
regulationsto
memorize, morerituals
topaformasif we just

into hisworld. Jesus
didn’t debatewith the
evil spirit he smply
commanded, “ Be
quiet! ... Comeou of
him!” (Mak 1:25)

Theperson didn’t
encounter ateaching,
but a person,the peson
of Jesus, who was

calledto give my had to work alittle committedto givinghis
approvaltoacreedso  harder. Asif we just lifetha this person
tha | can become a might be set free
club member. and enjoy living

. . life with Jesus,
Jesus has cometo The evil spirit knew under his power
love me, to remove who Jesus wes! and authority, asa
the guilt and child the Father
punishment of my loves.
sin, sotha God can had to obey theclub
embrace me and share  charter better. No, Jesus Tha'swhy Jesus

hislife with me; today
inthe person of the
Holy Soirit and when
Jesusreturnswe'll be
sharing God s life with
him person to person &
his place. Which will
also be our place
because he' s our dad.
Because he'slegally
adopted us as his
children, having paid
the price of Jesus death

comeswith a‘new
teaching' . You can
havealiving
relationship with God
intheperson of the
Holy Sirit, because
Jesus has made tha a
reality.

Chrigtianity isnot one
religious expert
persuading ustha
they’reright and we're

onthe aoss. We belong wrong. T heevil Qirit

to him, to our Heavenly
Father.

knew who Jesus was,
but the man dayed
trgpped till Jesus broke

doesn’t call usto
believeinthetruhasif
it were abunch of fads
we hadto give our
ascent to. No, Jesus
said: “ | anthe way,
and thetruh andthe
life. No one comesto
the Father except
through me.” (John
14:6)

The evil spirit didn’t
encounter a set of rules
and regulations but the
living God, who hasthe
power and aLthority to

tell this spirit wha to
do, and it mug obey. It
was this personal
encounter tha setthis
person free. Freetolive
life with Jesus.

| wonder what tha

person did. We'renot
told. Didhe walk of f

with Jesus following
him, or did hego off
and do hisown thing,

and the power to back it Tha’swhy we don't

up. Naticethe demons
don’t messwith him.

Wha has Jesus said to
us, the'Body of Chrigt’

agree with the JW's,
because they lie about
the Holy Spirit only
being a power that is
with usand notthe

his personal presmce in person of God, cometo

the world today; “ All
authority in heaven and
on eath hasbeen given

sharehislifewith us.
We're not like* Sar
Wars, wantingthe

tome Thereforego and forceto be with us. No

make disciplesof all
naions...” (Matthew

way, | want peopleto
comeintoaliving
relationghip with

onlyto betrapped
again?

Chrigianity isa
personal encounter
with God, the living
God, who comesto

Jesus has given us
authority, not to
lecture...

the living God as he
has made himself
accesshlein the
person of the Holy
Spirit, poured ou &
Jesus command.

us through the Holy
Spirit, who Jesus has
poured out on his
people. S we don't go
out arguing people into
the kingdom —theevil
Sirit knew who Jesus
was, but theman stayed
trapped, till Jesus spoke
and set him free Till
Jesus spoke his
authoritaiveword as
the King. TheKing of
the Kingdom of
Heaven. And King
Jesus must be obeyed,
it’snot a choice, it' sa
mater of aLthority.
Jesus has the aut hority

28:18,19)

Jesus has given us
authority, not to lecture
people, but to make
him personally known.
To come in Jesus
name, in the power of
the Holy Spirit and
speak his authoritative
word setting people
free. Freeto sharelife
with theliving God,
who promisesto come
tothem and live with
them inthe person of
the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Soirit isn't a
power we tgp into, but a
person we live with. A
person sent by Jesusto
be with us, and he has
the authority to sendthe
Sirit because hehas
died and risen again
and sts & the Faher’s
right hand.

Tha'swhy the
disciples had to wait in
Jerusalem, till they had
the Holy Spirit,
otherwise they’ d have
just been inviting
peopleto believe in a



