tha moment and
sowing withinthen the
seed tha thereis hope
in our world, hopein
Jesus.

And let’ s seek to plant
the seed of God sword
in our livesaswe
regularly readthebible,
sharing with others
what the Holy Sirit is
saying to us, seekingto
nurtureand grow each
other in Chrigt Jesus.

Aswell as a seed, we
havealittle card to
remindyouto plant the
seed of Jesus presence
in your everyday life,
s0 tha othe people
might be saved:;
knowingthey are loved
and precious to God,
growingin tha
wonderful fertile
ground of Jesus' love,

grace, mercy and the Holy Spirit in our
forgiveness. Not lives so that we don’t
growingthebed they  go it alone, but right
can but the best Jesus  now havethejoy of
can do. sharing life with youin
your loving, caring,
I'm excitedto see what  supportive relaionship.

can happen. But what'’s Help usto plant
thefird 4ep? these seeds, as
remindersof the great
Let uspray. seed you've given us,
Jesus thankyou for the seed of your word.

plantingyourself inour Give usthe loving,

life, inour world, in caring, supportive
humanity, in our environment we needto
higtory, so tha we plant your word and
might be forgivenand grow it; give usthe
loved by God the desire and the healthy
Father, havingthe daily habit of reading
wonderful hope of life the bible, being opento
livedwith you, asthe  hear fromyou, sotha
Father’ sprecious, loved we might be daily
children, with whom living life with you, to
the Fahe isexcitedto your glory, honour and
sharehislife with. praise.

Thank you for planting

yourself in our lives.

Thankyou for planting
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DO WHAT JESUS SAYS

How do you feel when
someonemakes a
promise but doesn't
follow through? | know
asahusband and as a
father, when | mae a
promise | want to
follow through. Wha
promises haveyou
madein life?

Therésonething |
know for catain when
it cometo Jesus, he
keepshisword. If Jesus
sayshe'll doit, you can
bet your lifeonit.
When God makesa
promise hekegsit. To
put it smply; he does
what hesays.

S today Jamesis
reminding ustha in
Jesus our new nature is
to kegp God' sword,
and do what he sy .
Tha'show we stay true
toour new naurein
Jesus. God, in Jesusis
awaystrueto hisword.

James 1:17-27

S Jameswrites, “ Do
not merely listen to the
word and so deceive
yourselves. Do wha it
says.” (Jamesl1:22)

James uses the image of
a seed; “humbly accept
the word planed in you,
which can save

you.” (James 1:21hb)
Wha incredible
potetia theeisina
seed. From one seed
you can potentially dart
aforest. From afew
seeds you can feed a
naion.

If | gave each of youa
pumpkin seed, a

harvest time how many
seeds would you have?

If theseed was ftill in
your podkd, you' d ill
have, one. If youtook
therisk of plating it,
watering it, looking
after it, you could have
severa pumpkins each
with many more seeds.
Seedsyou could plant

for next season and get
an even gred e arop,
with the potential of
even grester aopsinto
the fuure. It could all
gart; where? From one
smple seed.

But what’ sthe firgt
thing you needto do?

You could say thisis
exciting, let’ s seehow
many pumpkins we can
grow. Thisshould be
fun. I've got a pach of
s0il at home where |
could plant it,and I've
got the water. I'm keen
to see wha growsfrom
thisseed. I’d liketo see
how many pumpkins|
can multiply thisone
seed into over five
years. Thiswill be
great, not only seeds,
but pumpkinsto feed
otherswith or to el
and help atherspeople.
Thisis sounding better
al thetime. | like
pumpkin soup.



But what will happento life: “ Inthebeginning

tha amazing potential
if I don't plant the seed
andwater it, a pulling
out the odd weed?
Wha will hgopen if |
don’t plant and nurture
that seed?

James reminds methat
God' swordislikea
seed. Wha poteatial
thereisintha seed.
Not just to grow a

wastheWord, andthe
Word was with God,
and the Word was
God.” (John 1:1) And
God al ways keepshis
word. God in Jesus
hasn’t planted abunch

they don’t have, but
joyfully and generoudy
giving because of what
they do have. They
don’t haveto prove
themselves by their
actions, ating from
insecurity, but they are

of rulesand regulations loved andprecious to

in us, he’ scomein
person.

Wha hgppenswhen

God, s0 tha can give
away tha valueto other
peopletreaingthen
with respet and worth.

few pumpkins but
as James reminds
us, to savepeople.
To saveyour life

from chasing after
thewind. To save

The seed God plants is

his Word: Jesus

Each of usheae
today has God's
word. If nothing
else you ve heard
today tha Jesus has

you fromwastingthe
amazing potential our
Heavenly Faher has
creaed within each of
us. Tosaveour
relationships so tha
they bearthefruit of
God svery love. What
awonderful, exciting
harvest to reap; being
loved and loving each
other just like God does
in Jesus.

Noticethe seed God
plantsishisword; and
that wordis a person.
That’ show John began
his account of Jesus

you plant dead things,
likearock inthe
ground? Wha would

cometo save your
life, sotha you might
live with himfor
eternity. If nothing else

youreg if youplanted you vejust heardtha

arock? Jesus doesn’t
plant rulesand
regulations but he
plants hislovefor us,
he plants hisvery
person inthe person of
the Holy Spirit, sotha
he might regp a
wonderful harvest of
people who refledt his
charader; loving each

other asthey are loved.

People saved from
acted because of what

Jesus has died that you
might be forgiven and
loved by God. T hat
Jesus has sent the
person of the Holy
Spirit tha right now we
can share lifewith God,
knowing him as our
loving Heavenly Father
who has given his best
for us, tha we might be
forgiven and brought
into aright relaionghip
with him. In Jesus,

God sheart’sdesreis

for youto grow and
discover lifeinthe
fertile groundof his
amazing love, grace
and mergy.

I’'m excited by the
poteatial tha isin

God' s word; Jesus. Just
imagine a socidy
where people grow and
develop knowing they
are loved and precious.

sure he’ sdoing afar
better job tha | could
ever do. I'lltrust him,
and enjoy living inthe
love, careand security
he haswon for me.

Wha an amazing
community it would be
if weall lived seeking
each othe’ s best,
because we trust Jesus
promise, tha he's

S today I've gat an
exciting five year
adventure for usto
begin, and it all garts
with aseed. A pumpkin
seed, not because |
want to grow heapsof
pumpkins, but asa
living reminder of wha
Jesus has gifted each of
uswith. The seed of
eterna life; hisword,
his promise, his

I’venoticed in life
that peopleaways
growthebed ina
loving, supportive,
caring environment.
In Jesus we have

What do you have to do

first?

Very person,
forgiving, loving,
seekingto live with
usin aclosg,
loving, caring,
intimate

the ultimae loving,
suppottive, caing
environment. Wow,
what an exciting
potatial we haveto
grow a society that
grows out of God's
very naure; where we
are secure enough to
admit whenwe are
wrong, and loved
enough toforgive.
Giving up our rights so
that the other person
might benefit and grow
totheir full potential. |
don’t haveto fight for
my rights, Jesusis
doingtha. AndI’'m

looking after our beg.
We havenothingto
fear, we won't miss out,
we won't be walked all
over. Jesus promises
that heisright now at
the God the Fathe’s
right hand interceding
for you, praying for
you, neve leting our
Heavenly Faher forge
about you; asif he
woul d. Jesus has
promised hislife in
serviceto you. And
when Jesus makes a

relationship.

I’m goingto give
everyone apumpkin
that we might plant
them endreg a
harvest. Kegping some
seeds from theharvest
for next year; and usng
some pumpkinsto mest
the needs of the poor
and vulnerable within
our community. We
mightn't feedthe
world, but we could
give afew peoplea

promise what canwe be nice warm cup of

aure of ? He does what
he says.

pumpkin soup, meeting
their physical needs &



