"LIFE THROUGH THE LENS"

A DUCK'S INSTINCT

1,2,3,4— mum, - 10,11- 18, 19 — 23, 24, dad! | could not believe it! | have never seen so
many ducklings in one family, all merrily crossing the road, led by mum and urged on by
dad. Having crossed the road, everyone sat down and relaxed. This had to be a photo
opportunity. As | got closer and they continued to ignore me, | discovered not all the
ducklings were the same size; obviously, not one clutch. Slowly moving closer, | was
confronted by a hissing, beak open, neck extended dad with the clear message, "No closer
mate! These are mine!

Intrigued, | did some research and discovered the average size clutch of young Wood
Ducks is eight to ten. Even more interesting, it was claimed wild ducks very seldom will
foster other hatchlings, often killing those who try to join the brood. Clearly, not so in this
case. The way they all huddled together, they demonstrated a sense of belonging and
relaxed safely being watched over by a very protective Dad.

Jesus once said, "For where two or three gather in my name, (trusting me) there | am
with them." (Matthew 18:20). If Jesus is there, so is the God of the Bible. Remember he
says," the Father and | are one" (John 10:30)

The father duck's instinct is to protect those who belong. Our heavenly Father's instinct
is to protect and care for all who consider that they belong. None of those ducklings could
do anything to make themselves part of that great family, but so long as they stuck
together and accepted that sometimes "Dad" would shepherd them back to where they
belonged, they remained in the brood and safe, even the adopted ones.

God, the Father's instinct is to love, care for and keep his children safe. Part of being safe
is to listen to our Father's guidance and encouragement. Essential guidance he gives is
"Believe in me, trust me. Trust that when | say, "l love you, no matter what you have done",
I mean it.

Knowing the Father's love, we need not feel lonely, left out, or fearful of what is
happening in the world. Be like the baby duck, relax trust the promises of your Heavenly
Dad and his love which is always there; it's who he is. If you're not sure, talk to him about
your uncertainty. His answers may surprise you. Dealing with "uncertainties" is one of his
specialities.

God bless,
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