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Cuppa: T Franklin
24th Dec Warden: G&R Barolo   
25th Dec Warden: Haydn & Penne   Reader: J Brodde
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Christ Church Holy Cross Zion Monarto
31 Swanport Rd 31 Florence St 427 Schenscher Rd
Murray Bridge Murray Bridge Monarto
8532 6553 8532 4577 contact Christ Church

Pastor David Kuss contact details: Mobile: 0474 229 959, 
email david.kuss@lca.org.au

Pastor Paul Calnan contact details: Mobile 0417 466 611, 
email paul.calnan@lca.org.au

Christ Church Office hours: Mon-Fri 9-12noon  
5 Marchand St, Murray Bridge    Ph 8532 6553 

email: christchurch.murraybridge.sa@lca.org.au  
Website: www.cclutheranmb.org.au   

Holy Cross office hours: Tues, Wed, 9.30-1.30pm; Thurs, Fri 9-2pm 
Closed Monday. 31 Florence St, Murray Bridge.   Ph 8532 4577.  

Email: hcoffice@internode.on.net 

27th Dec 2022 to 3rd Jan 2023 inclusive ~ both Church Offices closed

Find us on Facebook

 Sunday 18th December
9am Monarto - HC 
9am Christ Church— HC (Church) (Coffee from 10am)

10.30am Christ Church— HC (Hall)
10.30am Holy Cross—HC (morning tea from 9.45am) 

Christmas Eve Saturday 24th December 
7pm Music Ministry at The Steeple food from 6pm
7pm Holy Cross—Carols and Lessons
7pm Monarto—Carols and Lessons food from 6pm 

     Christmas Day Sunday 25th December 
9am Holy Cross—HC 
10.30am Christ Church –HC (Church )
10.30am Monarto—HC 



If you would like to be included in our Prayers above or have your Birthday, Anniversary or any other 
special occasion announced in the fortnightly Newsletter, please email or call either church office. 

PRAYER:
 Please pray for Tony Budarick, family and friends on the 
    passing of Rosy Budarick 10th December. May God give them 
    comfort at this time.
 Please pray for people whose lives are being and have been 

disrupted by the floods and for all who are providing help in any 
way. 

 Pray for everyone at this busy time of year so we don’t put our busy 
lives before Christ. For those planning and running our services, the 
office staff, Pastor David and Pastor Paul, those planning to travel 
for holidays; for the lonely and housebound. 

Please Pray for the following people and their carers: 
Martha Aartsen, Stella Altmann, Ian & Fay Baxter, Judy Brereton, 
Tony Budarick, Olga Burgemeister, Lores Frahn, John Fournier, 
Pastor Andy Gierus, Maxine Gogler, Lila Grocke, Trevor & Kyle Hage, 
Bert & Nita Hyam, Flo Kerkham, Glen Koop, Irene Kuchel, Yvonne 
Lablack, Bryan Lees, Joy Leighton, Audrey Leske, Erin, Travis, 
Cooper, Brady & Taylor Lienert, Joy Lienert, Lynette & Terry Little, 
Andy & Colleen Nicholls, Brenda O’Reilly, Gwenda Paech, Jim Poole, 
Jan Richards, Erwin Rohrlach, Neil Schubert, Vena Shinnick, Barbara 
Taylor, Sandra Thiele, Clarita Venn, June Walker, Rodney Zanker. 
Resthaven: Pam Altmann, Norm Bensch, Pat Jenke, Joan Kluge, 
Leila Koehler, Murray Piltz, Reg Schwartz.
Lerwin: Glad Haeusler, Stewart Jaensch, Margaret Jenke, Alice 
Kowald, Eric Kuss, Stan and Lorna Peltz.
Craigmore Resthaven: Ivy Roennfeldt  
Golden Grove Helping Hand: Joyleen Rosenzweig
Meningie Hospital Aged Care: Kurt Unger, Felicity Woods 
RAH: David Pech
Strathalbyn Rehab: Joyce Herrmann
St Paul’s Aged Care, Hahndorf: Margaret Pfeiffer  
Tailem Bend Hospital: Bevan Schulz 

18th   Emily Mueller
20th   Darcy Ahrens
          Celina Klenke
          Hayley Pohl
21st   Liz Frahn
          Pat Kuss

          Joan Martin
          Dianne Paech 
22nd  Cheryl Doecke
          David Kuchel
          Caitlin Mueller
          Felix Patritti

23rd    David Altmann
25th    Beverly Frahn
           Erwin Rohrlach 
           Glenda Schirmer           
           Rosa Waltrovitz 

MVLC Baptismal Birthday Celebrations

Diary Dates:

16th Dec 6pm Youth in the Cave (last one for 2022)

22nd Dec 10am Funeral for Betty Paech at Holy Cross
2pm Funeral for Rosy Budarick at The Steeple Unity College

23rd Dec 1.30pm  Communion  Concordia Hall—please note change 
of date 

24th Dec 7pm Christmas Eve Music Ministry @ The Steeple - food
from 6pm

7pm Holy Cross: Carols and Lessons Service
7pm Monarto: Carols and Lessons—food from 6pm 

25th 9am Holy Cross Holy Communion
10.30am Christ Church  Holy Communion

10.30am Monarto Holy Communion

Emerge Counselling will recommence on 17th January
Lutheran Care counsellor will recommence on 19th January 

Weekly:

Mon: 9:30am Cards and Coffee, Ed Centre, Christ Church
10am Bible Study, Holy Cross in recess until Feb 2023 

Tues: 10am Bible Study, Ed Centre, Christ Church in recess 

Wed: 9:30am Crafty Capers, Holy Cross in recess until Feb 2023 
9.30am Holy Cross Paper Shed closed until 4th Jan—Owl Drive 

pick up on 2nd Jan. 
4pm MVLC Prayer Time, Christ Church (in the church)

Fri: 10am Time Out at 10 ~ Dec. Concordia  Hall, Jan. JD Hall
Not on 29th December!

Sat 1.30pm Cards at Concordia Hall in recess to 14th Jan 2023

All Welcome – come along and join in the fellowship of these groups
Please note: Cut off time for notices for the bulletin is midday on Thursdays 
to either office. (Newsletter is Wednesday 10am)

18th December  Readings & Songs 
Readings: Isaiah 9:1a,2-7; Philippians 4:6-7; John 14:27-31
Songs:  Christ Church 9am:  Peace like a river; The Advent of a King; On 
Jordan’s bank; Lift up your heads; Make me a Channel of your peace. 
10:30am:  Here we are to Worship; Glory, let there be peace; Prince of 
Peace; Hard the Herald Angels sing; There’s a lot of pain; Broken vessels 
amazing Grace   Holy Cross: There’ll be Peace; He was a simple carpenter; 
Mary’s child; Prayer of Peace; My Peace I give to you; Behold a rose is  
growing.   Monarto: Make me a channel of you peace; It is well with my soul;  
My peace I bring; Hark the Herald Angels sing 
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BULLETINS / NEWSLETTERS The bulletin (for service info, diary dates, rosters and prayers) will come 
out weekly and the Newsletter (for any notices etc.) every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please
remember to submit notices /articles/photos for the newsletter to either office in advance to ensure it is 
included for the date you require by 12pm the Wednesday preceding.  
***PLEASE NOTE***   there will be no Bulletin/Newsletter on Sunday 1st January 2023

OFFICE CLOSURES ETC:  
Christ Church and Holy Cross offices will both be closed between Christmas and New Year.
Emerge Counselling will be on leave from 14th December to 17th January
Lutheran Care counsellor are on leave from 1st December to 19th January 
Teen Challenge will be closed from 24th December to 15th January inclusive

ROSTERS:  Holy Cross: Nov/Dec roster is now available—please let the office now if you are 
unavailable Jan-March 2023 as next roster is being worked on .  Christ Church:  Roster until end of Feb is 
now available - please advice the office of any changes you make.

MUSIC MINISTRY: Your opportunity to Engage in the Mission is now easier.
As you continue your prayerful support, you are invited to be part of what we are we’re are doing at 
Music Ministry with your financial support. 
You’re generosity, enables countless people in the wider community to experience God’s blessings.
The LLL account for Music Ministry is: BSB 704-942 Account #100828957

TIME OUT AT 10 on FRIDAYS
Drop the tools, forget the housework and come in for a coffee/tea  and chat (bring plate of morning tea to 
share.)  Come and join us for a chinwag and morning tea. December Concordia Hall, January at JD Hall. 

CONFIRMATION: If there is anyone interested in commencing pre communion/Step Up confirmation 
classes please contact Pastor David, Pastor Paul or the office staff.   An information night will be held in 
February. Friday 3rd Feb at 5pm ~ the young ones can stay for Youth at 6pm!

Thursday Communion Services ~ Please note the next Thursday Communion service will be at 
Concordia Hall, Holy Cross on 22nd December @ 1.30pm 

Please remember  to turn off all lights and heaters, if you are the last one leaving any 
of the buildings and ensure the doors are securely locked - please try doors before 
leaving

CommUnity Chatter 
Sunday 18th December 2022
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We want everyone in the Murray Bridge regional communities  

to know the love of Jesus and be in a saving relationship with Him. 

to our 16th newsletter. 

 May God bless you and leave you strengthened for the  

challenges and joys of the coming week! 

Christmas Day Lunch 25th December 2022 – 12pm at the Uniting Church, 
Narooma Boulevard, Murray Bridge 

A  free luncheon will be provided on Christmas Day for people that will be on their own 
and want some fellowship and company at the Uniting Church, Narooma Boulevard. 

The Catholic Church are working with the Uniting Church to put this luncheon on. 
All welcome.  Please contact the Catholic Church Parish office 8531 1699 

or Rev Darren Lovell – Uniting Church 0466 411 784 
to advise that you are coming and how many are coming, to assist with catering.



YOUTUBE LINKS TO VIEW OUR SERVICES ONLINE:
Holy Cross Murray Bridge https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1o3Cy-fGMCsEoTtn9kwkgQ
Christ Church Murray Bridge https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGGccwtvzIvNOA302m1TjGw
Music Ministry Online https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDoA2JRlV7vHNT0oceDkibg
Christ Church Web Page: http://www.cclutheranmb.org.au/
Music Ministry email: musicministrymb@gmail.com
Other Livestreamed Services etc – Go to LCA Church@Home: https://www.lca.org.au/worship/
wpp/churchhome/click on View@Home to see services online, Pray@Home for prayer resources 
and Faith@Home for other options.
Sermons4Kids- Stories of the Bible: https://sermons4kids.com/

It’s been a busy year of mission and celebration for LLL. Look back at the highlights of 2022 in the annual 
Together in Mission publication.  Now available online to view or download.

Thanks you for your support. 

Lutheran Men of Australia: The LMA Newsletter for December 2022 is now available, pick up a 
copy from your hall or office.

Christ Church Trading Table will be back in 2023, h n the third Sundays, between services.

TEEN CHALLENGE: Carol and Jenny would like to thank you all very much for the support you have 
given them throughout the year. It has been very much appreciated! You may not be aware but Salvation 
Army are no longer giving out food and the demand on Teen Challenge has increased. They hate to ask 
as you have been very faithful in supporting them for so long but any extra help you could provide would 
be greatly appreciated. They wish you all a Blessed Christmas and New Year.  They will be closed after 
23rd December and re open on 16th January.

Below is a list you may find helpful for Christmas giving: 
Christmas Puddings Soft Drinks or juices Cans of Beetroot Cans of Peas & corn
Custard & Jellies Cans of Fruit Salad Short Bread biscuits Christmas Lollies
Christmas Cakes-any size Cans of Ham or Turkey Fresh carrots and potatoes can be helpful 
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Holy Cross Recycling Shed will be closed un l 3rd January and be open again from
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Closed over Christmas. There are plenty of Christmas cards & gi ideas available this week!
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h���@c����@b����@s����@M recommences when school is back in 2023, new  me of 1:30pm!

Holy Cross Cra y Capers M@�����������@����@������@��@����@��@RPRS
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Christ Church Cards and Coffee not mee ng on the 26th December
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Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. 

The Lord be with all of you.    R@t������������@SZQV HnivI

Congratulations to who celebrated her  

90th Birthday  

on 9th December. God’s Blessings 
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Informa on night in January 2023 for:
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Open to anyone/off road campers trailers/caravans, fly & motel,

H����@`@h�����������@t��@�����@RNPP��@a�����@RSI
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old hand tools, to heritage  ns to old

bo les, and much more.
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beau ful pancakes, crumpet
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sweet tooth, as well as coffee, toast and
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fine art now, lol). Nice change from the regular bacon, eggs and cereal.

With the theme of advent upon us, (prepara on for Christmas). Graham

Schubert again took the floor and delivered another awesome devo on based on
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that? Graham was awesome, reitera ng the prophets, John the Bap st and the
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construc on of fern houses for people to grow vegetables etc,

Chris anity in Thailand and so much more.
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Final coffees, le over pancakes, and fellowship and a chance to fill

out sugges ons, ideas, comments for next year rounded out the
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shed (it was ideal) and for organising our beau ful menu. Also thankyous go to Velma and Roy Zerk for help on

the day, Brian Lees, Graham Schubert and all who a ended. And to Ian Kluge and Pastor David and all those

���@�����������@����������@���@����N

w�@����@�������@��@���@���@���������@�����@��@RPRSN@i��@����@�@�������@����@���@��@������L@����@�@���L@�������@

a lot, shared a lot, SHED a lot, lol. We've had a endances double at  mes too. Thank our Generous God.
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Who can you spot at the 
Murray Bridge Christmas Carols??

The Advent season is a  me of prepara on for our
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The wreath and candles are full of symbolism  ed to the Christmas season. The wreath

itself, which is made of various evergreens, signifies con nuous life. The circle of the
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the soul, and the everlas ng life we find in Christ.
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Three of the candles are purple because the colour violet is a liturgical colour that signifies a

 me of prayer, penance, and sacrifice.
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Advent Wreath 
1" Sunday 

Candle of HOPE 
2nd Sunday 

Candle of LOVE 

3rd Sunday 
Candle of JOY 

4th Sunday 
Candle of PEACE 

Christmas 
Candle of CHRIST
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Author Unknown

In 1994, two Americans answered an invitation from the Russian Dept. of Education to 
teach morals and ethics (based on biblical principles) in the public schools. They were 

invited to teach at prisons, businesses, the fire and police departments and a large 
orphanage. About 100 boys and girls who had been abandoned, abused, and left in 

the care of a government-run program were living in an orphanage. 
They relate the following story in their own words:

It was nearing the holiday season, 1994, time for our orphans to hear, for the first time, the 
traditional story of Christmas. We told them about Mary and Joseph arriving in Bethlehem. 
Finding no room in the inn, the couple went to a stable, where the baby Jesus was born, and 
then placed in a manger.

Throughout the story, the children and orphanage staff sat in amazement as they listened. 
Some sat on the edges of their stools, trying to grasp every word. Completing the story, we 
gave the children three small pieces of cardboard to make a crude manger. Each child was 
given a small paper square, which was cut from yellow napkins I had brought with me. No 
coloured paper was available in the city.

Following instructions, the children tore the paper and carefully laid strips in the manger for 
straw. Small squares of flannel, cut from a worn-out nightgown an American lady was throwing 
away as she left Russia, were used for the baby's blanket. A doll-like baby was cut from tan felt 
we had brought from the U.S.

The orphans were busy assembling their manger as I walked among them to see if they needed 
any help. All went well until I got to one table where little Misha sat. He looked to be about six 
years old and had finished his project. As I looked at the little boy's manger, I was startled to 
see not one, but two babies in the manger. Quickly, I called for the translator to ask the lad why 
there were two babies in the manger.

Crossing his arms in front of him and looking at this completed manger scene, the child began 
to repeat the story very seriously.  For such a young boy, who had only heard the Christmas 
story once, he related the happenings accurately ~ until he came to the part where Mary put the 
baby Jesus in the manger. Then Misha started to ad-lib. He made up his own ending to the 
story as he said...

"...And when Maria laid the baby in the manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if I had a 
place to stay. I told him I have no mamma and I have no papa, so I don't have any place to 
stay. Then Jesus told me I could stay with him. But I told him I couldn't, because I didn't have a 
gift to give him like everybody else did. But I wanted to stay with Jesus so much, so I thought 
about what I had that maybe I could use for a gift. I thought maybe if I kept him warm, that 
would be a good gift. So I asked Jesus, 'If I keep you warm will that be a good enough gift?' 
And Jesus told me, 'If you keep me warm, that will be the best gift anybody has ever given me.' 
So I got into the manger, and then Jesus looked at me and told me I could stay with him ~ for 
always."

As little Misha finished his story, his eyes brimmed full of tears that fell down his little cheeks. 
Putting his hand over his face, his head dropped to the table and his little shoulders shook as 
he sobbed and sobbed. The little orphan had found someone who would never abandon nor 
abuse him, someone who would stay with him ~ for always.

I've learned that it's not what you have in your life, but who you have in your life that counts. "Be 
joyful always; pray continually; give in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus." (I Thes. 5:16-18)

What gifts would you bring to the manger?




