
Monarto Congregation Contacts 
Monarto Elders Haydn Hein  8532 3176 

Maurice Wegener 8531 1060 
Monarto Chairman Trevor Hilton  0439 839 022 
Monarto Secretary Raelene Wegener 8538 5444 
——————–———————————————————-————————— 

Christ Church Congregation Contacts 
Christ Church Elders Dawn Hampel  8532 4138   

Denise Lohmeyer 8531 0935  
David Pech  0420 849 344 
Janelle Traeger    8535 4290  
Ian Kluge 8531 3449 

Chairman Warren Doecke  0417 804 663, 8572 6019 
Cong. Secretary Cheryl Doecke  0427 804 663, 8572 6019 
Treasurer  Cynthia Frahn 0419 826 707 
Church Secretary Yvonne Stiller  8532 3445 
Prop. & Maint. Trent Mueller 0424 311 124 

For anybody experiencing domestic and/or family violence please call Centacare 8531 8888 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
23rd August 2020 

OFFICE HOURS  Please see Update from Leadership inside 
 Ph 8532 6553  5 Marchand St,  Murray Bridge  SA 5253

email:  Christchurch.murraybridge.sa@lca.org.au    
Website:  www.cclutheranmb.org.au 

Pastor Tim Koch  
A/H:  8532 2130 Mob: 0427 326 553 Email: tim.koch@lca.org.au

Reaching out with the Love of Jesus that  
All may 
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LCA  

2020 Yearbook 

There is one copy available 

from the office for $20 

Lutheran Men of 
Australia 

Aug - Oct 2020 
NEWSLETTER 

is available.  Please 
contact the office if 
you want a copy. 
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his latest book will be available for sale for $20, hot off the press.
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Please Note:  Bulletin notices 

are now due by  
10am on Wednesdays

************************

OFFERINGS 
If you can’t drop your offerings in  

please contact the office for assistance.  

Contact the office for REG giving or use 
BSB and Account Number for Christ Church: 

BSB 704 942       Acc # 100311504

Coming Events 
August 
Sun 23rd 9:30am Traditional worship in Church - Communion 

Mon 24th 7pm Joint Holy Cross/Christ Church, Ed Cen 
7pm Worship Team meet, Ed Cen 

Fri 28th 6:30pm Listening & sharing Gods word in hall 

Sat 29th 8am Prayer for our City, Frank Jachman Lookout 

Sun 30th 9:30am Worship in hall with Peter Steicke sharing  

September 
Sun 6th 9:30am Worship in hall 

Mon 7th 7pm Worship Team meet, Ed Cen 
7:30pm Leadership meet re future direction 

Sun 13th 9:30am Worship in hall with Communion 
Music Ministry On Line service 

Mon 14th 7:30pm Elders & Property Meet, Ed Cen 

Sat 19th 9am Working Bee, Christ Church 

Sun 20th 9:30am Worship in hall 

Sept 21st - 24th Red Cross Blood Bank @ JDH 

Fri 25th TBA Friday night worship in the hall 

Sun 27th 9:30am Tradition worship in Church - Communion 

November 
Sun 1st 6pm Combined All Saints Day, Uniting Church 

Nov 16th - 19th Red Cross Blood Bank @ JDH 
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· Toowoomba Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  
Sunday 8:30am w����@o�����@M@g���@s�������@l�������@
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· St Michael's Lutheran Church, Hahndorf Sunday 
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· Immanuel Lutheran Church Buderim, 10:30am Sundays 
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LCA/NZ PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS 
Reflecting God's Love ~ KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

If you think a child is at risk of harm …  In an emergency, call 000  -  If it is not an 
emergency, call your local police and child protection authority. 

Confirmation 
Confirmation Lessons will commence on  

2nd September 7-8pm at Holy Cross 

Visit their website for more info: 
https://smg.asn.au/chaplaincy-

vacancies

pastoral@care@worker@
positions@
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(Please note, before visiting check with family  
for any visitation allowances and/or restrictions) 

Christ Church:  Martha Aartsen, Lores Frahn, Audrey & Marcus Jaensch, 
Noleen Kluge, Irene Kuchel, Margaret Kuchel, Bryan Lees, Joy Lienert, David 
Pech, Leo Schulz, Sandra Thiele, June Walker, Jeanette Zanker & also for 
their Carers. And for Oscar Noye and Amelia & Josh Noye and Delton & 
Lynette Schiller 

Holy Cross:  Ian & Fay Baxter, Judy Brereton, Lila Grocke, Ivan Hein, Trevor 
Hueppauff, Bert & Nita Hyam, Pat Jenke, Leila Koehler, Matt Kruschel, Joy 
Leighton, Murray Nitschke, Jim & Marion Poole, Erwin Rohrlach, Neil 
Schubert, Reg Schwartz,  Brian Venn, Felicity Woods & also for their Carers. 

Resthaven: Joyce Ahrns (CC), Ray Box (HC), Lorna Burrett (HC), Doris Hein 
(Mon), Leon Klitscher (HC), Dot Noller (CC), Helen Paech (Mon),  Murray Piltz 
(CC) 

Lerwin: Colleen Fawcett (CC), Glad Hausler (CC), Enid Heidrich (CC),  
Stewart Jaensch (CC), Dorothy Klitscher (HC), Alice Kowald (HC),  
Betty Paech (HC), Lorna Schulz (CC)

Aminya Village, Mannum: Val Stevens (CC) 

Bupa Aged Care: Ruth Neindorf (HC) 

Golden Grove Helping Hand: Joyleen Rosenzweig 
(209 The Golden Way, Golden Grove 5125)

Meningie Hosp Aged Care: Kurt Unger (HC) 

Tailem Bend Hosp: Paul Fiegert (HC), Pat Gogel (HC), Bevan Schulz (HC)

    Pray Continually 1 Thessalonians 5:17 NIV

Please Pray for…

Prayer of the Day: 

Thank you, Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, that you have established 
your church on earth and opened the door to your Father’s presence. Build us 
up as your church on the sure foundation of faith in you. For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Also Pray... 

V Continue to pray for the teachers, children and their families at Kindy including 
Tanya, April. Alex K-N, Claira, Charlotte A & Quade and also for Years 6 
classes at Unity and surrounding schools. 

V Jesus, be with the people of Victoria as they struggle with strict lock-down 
measures. We pray that these measures will help bring an end to the suffering 
of many. Bring comfort and relief to all those who are struggling with sudden 
changes to their lives, and protect all essential service workers. 
Lord, we pray for the families of all those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones. Envelope them in your love, and draw them close to you in their pain 
and loss. Help officials to locate and contain the outbreaks, and restore health 
to those afflicted with coronavirus 

Please pray for everyone celebrating their 
Baptismal Birthday 

Pray Continually
Baptismal Birthday Celebrations This Week
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If you would like to be included in our Prayers or have  
your Birthdays or Anniversary announced, please  

contact Yvonne in the office on 8532 6553 . 

Thank you to 

everyone who has 

helped in any way 

with our return to 

worship.   

What a blessing  

you all are! 

Rosters 
There are a number of people required to make our worship on  
Sundays happen, especially with the COVID-19 requirements. 

Please let the office know if you are able to help with any of the  
duties with worship in the hall or church. 



A Word From 
Your Bishop 

18 August 2020 

by SA-NT Bishop David Altus 

We are always learning to trust God. 

There is always something new to test and challenge our faith in him every day. 

This year we are learning to trust God, individually and together as church, in ways 
we never anticipated. The truth is we are not “all in this together” in the same way 
during 2020. Some have been hit harder with what they’re experiencing and feeling, 
others are being more severely tested in different ways. 

Lutheran Community Care tells me that they are seeing more people – students, 
professionals and people from all walks of life – looking for basic assistance, such as 
food relief. I heard this week that in one of our Lutheran schools alone 25% of 
families have indicated financial hardship. More pastors than normal are currently on 
leave for stress or mental exhaustion, and most express a depletion of mental 
energy. Some have indicated they are in a very dark place. 

At some point we all come to the end of our inner resources. Who hasn’t called out 
to God at some time “Lord save me!” when we fear going under, as we are swamped 
by demands, sucked under by self-doubt, overwhelmed by unmeetable 
expectations,  afraid we won’t be able to get through whatever “it” is. 

In Matthew 14:22-33, twelve disciples of Jesus are rowing hard into the night against 
the wind. They don’t know if they are going to make it to the other side in the 
darkness. Jesus comes to them on the water. They may have lost sight of him, but 
he hadn’t lost sight of them. In fact, he had been praying for them on a hillside 
overlooking the lake where they were struggling to stay afloat. As he comes to them, 
the disciples think he is a ghost – they, like us, question whether there is anything or 
anyone real to hang on to in the darkness. 

Jesus says:  “It is I; don’t be afraid.”

Fear is the dangerous undertow, the rip that threatens to drag us away from God. 
Fear threatens to engulf the disciples in their boat. Fear is what paralyses Peter, and 
makes us feel like all we are doing is treading water before we drown. Fear makes 
us tired, wears down our faith and creates doubts about God. 

To the disciples’ fear, and to our own, Jesus says, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.”  The phrase “It is I” is actually “I AM”, the sacred name of God in the Old 
Testament – the God who made order out of the chaotic watery mess that covered 



everything at creation, who opened up a path for the Israelites through the Red Sea, 
who rescued Jonah when he was thrown overboard, and the God who has pulled 
you through the waters of your baptism and saved and rescued you for all eternity. 

Peter grew in confidence at the sound of Jesus’ voice.  Peter says, “Lord, if it’s you, 
tell me to come to you on the water.” Now I would have said “If it is you Lord, come 
here and get in the boat with us!” or “If you really are out there stop the storm”. But 
Peter doesn’t just ask Jesus to do something for him to fix everything, Peter asks 
Jesus to tell him to come out on the water and walk to him through the wind and the 
waves! 

So Jesus takes Peter at his faith and invites him to step out on to the water, to walk 
on top of and through the chaotic sea to him.  Sometimes Jesus calls us to come to 
him in situations where we have nothing but his promise and invitation to stand on. 
Faith is never mere bravado, it is walking towards Jesus, listening to his call to come 
to him through anything life throws at us, daring to believe we will not go under. 

Peter only goes under when he stops focussing on Jesus.  Now normally Peter could 
talk under water, but this time he has to. “Lord save me” he blubbers. And Jesus 
reaches out his hand and grabs Peter, keeping him from going under. 

When they reach the boat where they were literally “all in it together” they 
worshipped Jesus, recognising him as Lord and God of the waves, and of their lives. 

“Lord save me! Lord have mercy!”

On a recent trip to Mt Gambier the service began with these very words. We come to 
Jesus, together in the same boat in worship, saying “Lord save us” – for ourselves, 
for those we know and love who are hurting, for the church, and for a suffering world. 

We look to Jesus to help us, when what needs to be done is overwhelming or simply 
beyond us. We put our hand in his outstretched one and we trust him, with our own 
life and death, and with his world. We dare to believe he can handle what we can’t, 
provide what we need, and give us the strength we don’t have to walk on, and walk 
through whatever it is we face. 

If you are going under right now personally, or fear for the future of your church, 
Jesus comes to you in this story and these words. He reaches through them to grab 
hold of you so you don’t go under, but stand, and even walk on and through 
whatever threatens to sink you – walking towards him. One day we all have to go 
under – 6 feet under when we die but even then faith walks through valley of the 
shadow of death fearing no evil for the Lord is there too with us, his hand reaches 
into the grave and will one day pull us out – that’s his promise, the word on which our 
faith is based, and by which we live, and live through anything. 




